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Nixon Knew

Each Step in
Agnew Case

By William Chapman
Washington Post Staff Writer

President Nixon approved
each major step in the nego-
tiations that led to Spiro T.
Agnew’s resignation as Vice

President and his plea of no
contest to a tax evasion
charge, Attorney General
Elliot L. Richardson said
yesterday. :

Although the President
did not rule on specific
terms of the deal, he had ap-
proved of its “general direc-
tion and fundamental basis,”
Richardson told a news con-
ference.

Speaking with reporters
on the first day after Agnew
resigned in a dramatic
courtroom scene in Balti-
more, Richardson depicted
the White Hotise as being
considerably more involved
in the negotiations between
Agnew and the Justice De-
partment than had been dis-
closed before.

Even the first meeting be-
tween Richardson and Ag-
new’s lawyers, Richardson
said, was prompted by a tel-
ephone call from the Presi-
dent’s counsel, J. Fred Bu-
zhardt.

Agnew pleaded guilty
Wednesday to one count of
income tax evasion. The gov-
ernment chose not to press
other charges involving
bribery and extortion and
asked for leniency in the
sentencing of the former
Vice President. He was
fined $10,000 and placed on
unsupervised probation for
three years.

Richardson, under critical
questi@ning, defended the
agreement strongly yester-
day, arguing that it was
more in the public interest
than - a long, acrimonious
trial of the Vice President
— one which would leave
“an ulcer on the body pol-
itie.”

Richardson hinted — and

other sources confirmed —
that the deal was never
solid until it was discussed
early this week with U. S.
District Court Judge Walter
E. Hoffman. Hoffman was
described by one source as
remaining silent about the
terms of the agreement.
There always was a risk, the
source said, that Hoffman
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" could have turned it down.
in open ecourt, but that that
.did not seem likely in view
*of his silence at the’closed-
door meetings early this
‘week, ¢ _
Administration sources

- could not explain what

caused Agnew to change his

-mind about the case. Until
he resigned and pleaded no
contest Wednesday, he had
strongly indicated he would
fight the case through the
court.

One set of plea- bargalmng
sessions collapsed in failure .
in September. Then the Jus-
tice Department was ap-’
proached with an offer to
resume talks last Saturday,

Two knowledgable admin-
istration sources said that
the Justice Department did
not change its position .on
the terms for Agnew be-
tween the first and second
set of negotiations.

acknowledged by the Whlte

House previously.
Richardson was asked :if

Mr. Nixon put any limits on

the ‘bargaining.

“The Pres1dent was kept,
of course, fully informed at"

all times,” Richardson an- .

swered. “He fully approved

each of the major steps that .

were taken in the course of
these negotiations.”
Richardson  said = Mr.
Nixon “did not participate
in the negotiations as such.
He had, of course,“as Presi-
dent of the United States, to

be satisfied that the essen-

. tial elements of What wag

* being done were consisent

with the Dpublic interest.”

He said the President did-

not attempt to set any limits
on the mnegotiations. How-
ever, he hinted that the
President” may have ' ex-
pressed concern about the
effects of a long trial involy-

- ing his Vice President.

Richardson also makde.it

clear that he considers the’
federal criminal investiga-
tion of Agnew a closed book,
Part of the agreement, he
said, is that Agnew cannot
be " prosecuted in federal

“He was of course‘ con-
cerned, as all of us were,
with the potential conse-

" querices of a prolonged and

courts for ecriminal actions -

related to the recent investi-

¢ dent himself and those of us
who represented the Depart~ :

gation but occurring prior

to. Wednesdays session in-
court. )

However, heé acknowl-
edged that the former Vice
President still may face civil
action by the Internal Reve-
nue Service for failure to
pay-income taxes in certain
years not covered by the
charge to which he pleaded
no contest.

Rmhardson emphatlcaﬂy
dismissed - the ‘suggestion
thiat he might be considered
in line for the vice presi-
dency. As Agnew’s accuser
and the man 'who negotiated
the deal in which he re-
signed, Richardson -said he
should not be considered
“for a moment” as a possi-
ble successor. _

The diselogures he made
of White House and presi-

dential involvement were in .

response to repeated ques-
tions. Bit by bit, sometimes
reluctantly, Richardson indi-
cated far closer White
House attention to the nego-
tiated agreement and final
settlement than had been

agonizing trial of these is-
sues of fact, and this was a
concern naturally that he
felt, as did the Vice Prési-

ment of Justice, ” Richard-
son added.
At no time were there ef-

forts'by the White House or
by the Vice President’s of--
fice to quash the 1nvest1ga-’

tion, he said.
The first telephone call he

"received from either source,

he said, was a telephone call

from Buzhardt asking him~
if he would’ be willing to -

meet with Agnew’s lawyer.
He said he first discussed
the ‘ease with - Mr. ‘Nixon

" early in August. However, in

July-he had made" Mr, Nix-

" on’s chief of staff,- Alexan-

gy

Humming Package
Causes Evaouatlon

ATHENS, Ga‘, Oct. 11 (AP)
—A package knocked to the
floor in the  University of
Georngia mail room sent em-
ployees scurrying, Police were
summoned, the mail room was
evacuated and emergency pre-
cautions were set up to handle
the package which was em1t~
ting a humming noise.

Police said the package was
opened and a battery operated
razor was found. It switched
on when it fell to the floor
Wednesday

F

der M. Haig Jr., aware of
the investigation and so he
said he assumed Mr. Nixon
must have known something

about it. before August. He -

said he- believed that Mr.
Nixon had been informed by
Agnew that an investigation
was under way prior to that.
Richardson said Mr.
Nixon had never been told
the precise details of the ev-
idence against Agnew and
that the President had not
even wanted to know them.
“The President has never

- had more than a very sum-

mary description of the
kinds of evidence developed
by the government’s investi-
gation,” the Attorney Gen-
eral said.

“He felt that it was not
appropriate for him to be in-
formed of the details of the
case. He did have a broad
description, essentlally in
the same terms in which I
presented an outline of the
case to the Vice President
himself, on the same day,
laater in the afternoon after
I had seen the President.” .

Richardson disclosed that.

- Mr. Nixon had even been

aware of a charge, turned



up -by investigators, that : Ag'-

new had réceived payments.

in his vice presidential .of-
fice, purportedly in return
for favorable treatment by
the General Service Admin-
. istration. One sum was $2,-

“He was aware that the in-
vestigation touched on this

—the $2,500 matter,” Rich-
ardson said. “But it was of

course at the time when he ’

learned of this at a very
early stage in the investiga-
tive process and the charge
could not, of course, be con-
sidered proven.

“And so the President was .

in effect in a .position in
which it would have been
unfair on his part to imply
that he believed that there
had been rof of wrongdo-
ing by the Vice President in
that capacity.”

He said that while Mr.
Nixon did not “pass”.on the
specific agreement between
Justice and Agnew, he did
approve its “general direc-
tion and fundamental basis:”
He said he assumed also
that the terms of the final
agreement had been pre-
sented to Mr. Nixon by Ag-
new last Tuesday evening.

Richardson said that nei-
ther round of plea-bargain-

ing by Agnew had bheen ini--

tiated by—the Justice Depart;
ment. He left the impression
that both had been initiated
by Agnew’s' lawyers, al-
though the first call on the

first round of negotiations

had come from Buzhardt at
the Whité House.

Richardson was accompa-
nied at the news conference
by George Beall, the U.S. at-
torney in Baltimore who
headed the Agnew investiga-
tion.

Both men acknowledged
that they differed on the
subject of what the govern-
ment should demand of Ag-

new, The prosecutors in Bal-
" timore :
. stricter punishment than a

$10,000 fine and three years

obviously favored

of probation.

Beall, who reportedly fa-
vored demandmg a jail sen-
tence for Agnew, indicated

* yesterday that he and Rich-
ardson had merely agreed to

disagree.

“There -was honest disa-
greement among reasonable
men, reasonable attorneys,
as - to what result was
proper,” Beall said. “But
keep in mind that our wvan-
tage point in ‘Baltimore was
entirely different than the

Attorney General’s vantage

=i
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Elhot L. Rlchardson, left, and US Attorney George Beall answer newsmen’s (questions,

point in Washington. I think
that should probablv

" suffice .. .

Richardson was asked if

he had not struck a “politi-
cal” bargain with Agnew by
not pressing - for stronger
terms. ;

“I think each individual
will have to make up his or
her own mind about the jus-
tice of this result,” Richard-
son answered. I believe, as
I've said, that it is just, fair
and honorable. I have insist-
ed and have done my best
with my colleagues to as-

‘sure that all the facts upon

which the result was
reached are publicly accessi-
ble.”

The negotiations between

'Agnew and Justice broke

down in September for rea-

_sons not yet divulged. They

were resumed after a tele-
phone call to the Attorney
General last Saturday, Rich-
ardson said. Justice officials
met with Agnew’s lawyers
on Monday and then with
the judge Tuesday after-
noon.

... It was at that Tues-
day afternoon meeting when
the final provisions . of the
agreement were concluded,”
Richardson said.



