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W
ashington 

- V
ice P

resident S
piro T

. 
A

g
n
ew

's resig
n
atio

n
 y

es-
terd

ay
 p

ro
d
u
ced

 sh
o
ck

, 
an

g
er, calls fo

r n
atio

n
al 

u
n
ity

, sa
d
n
e
ss a

n
d
 d

e
-

m
ands that P

resident N
ix-

on nom
inate a

 successor of 
unim

peachable integrity. 
chron 

C
o
n
g
ressio

n
al lead

er s 
urged M

r. N
ixon to send a 

nom
ination to C

apitol H
ill 

sw
iftly. T

he S
enate called 

off a tw
o-w

eek recess sched-
uled to start tom

orrow
 and 

m
em

bers w
ere put on notice 

to be ready to act on a nom
i-

nation. 

M
any D

em
ocrats in C

on-
gress said they w

ould not 
support any nom

inee to fill 
the office w

ho is a 1976 pres-
idential prospect —

 indicat-
ing M

r. N
ixon w

ill have a 
serious fight on his hands if 
h
 e n

o
m

in
ates C

alifo
rn

ia 
G

overnor R
onald R

eagan or 
fo

rm
er T

ex
as G

o
v
ern

o
r 

John C
onnally. 

H
ow

ever, the prim
e quali-

fication —
 m

ost m
em

bers 
seem

ed to agree —
 w

as ab-
solute integrity and an abili-
ty to inspire confidence. 

"T
his is a day of unprece-

dented s h a m
e ," S

enator 
F

rank C
hurch (D

em
-Idaho) 

said after A
gnew

 pleaded no  

c
o
n
te

st t o
 ta

x
 e

v
a
sio

n
 

charges in B
altim

ore, ac-
cepted a fine and tw

o yeari 
probation and resigned. "T

o 
fill the vacancy, president 
N

ix
o
n
 m

u
st n

o
w

 sen
d
 to

 
C

ongress the nam
e of a m

an 
of unim

peachable integrity. 
N

othing less w
ill do." 

H
ouse D

etnocratic leader 
T

hom
as O

'N
eill of M

assa-
chusetts, suggested S

enator 
G

eo
rg

e D
. A

ik
en

 o
f V

er-
m

ont, the dean of Senate R
e-

publicans. S
enator H

ubert 
H

. H
um

phrey (D
em

-M
inn.) 

m
entioned form

er S
enator 

Jo
h
n
 S

h
erm

an
 C

o
o
p
er 

(R
ep-K

y). 
Som

e D
em

ocrats took the  

new
s of A

gnew
's resignation 

w
ith partisan bitterness. 
"It is tragic," said R

epre-
(D

em
-T

ex.), "not only for 
the adm

inistration but for 
the country to discover that 
one of our highest officials 
has, in effect, proceeded on 
the assum

ption that he w
as 

im
m

u
n
e fro

m
 th

e  law
s 

w
h c h govern everybody 
R

epresentative John B
ra-

dem
as (D

em
-Ind.) noted a 

"special irony" that A
gnew

 
w

as billed as the adm
inis-

tration's chief law
 and order 

spokesm
an. 

B
ut S

enator E
dw

ard M
. 

K
ennedy (D

ena-M
ass.) said 

A
gnew

 "deserves the com
-

passion and respec of he 
naion" for sparing i he or-

deal of a rital and constitu-
tional struggle. Senator W

al-
ter M

ondale (D
em

-M
inn.) 

said
 A

g
n
ew

 h
ad

 "clearly
 

acted in the best interest of 
the country" by resigning. 

S
enator B

arry G
oldw

ater 
(R

ep-A
riz.), w

ho has been 
m

entioned as a possibility to 
su

cceed
 A

g
n
ew

, ch
arg

ed
 

that A
gnew

 w
as "threatened 

sham
efully by persons in re-

sponsible governm
ent posi-

tion." 
G

oldw
ater, 1964 R

epubli-
c a n presidential nom

inee  

said
: "In

 effect, h
e w

as 
tried and judged in a m

an-
ner com

pletely foreign to 
the proper pursuit of justice 
in the U

nited S
tates, a m

an-
ner w

hich convicted horn by 
h
ead

lin
es an

d
  n

ew
scasts 

based on leaks of official in-
form

ation but before a sin-
gle legal charge had been 
filed. 

"I hope that never again 
in m

y lifetim
e w

ill I w
itness 

th
is k

in
d
 o

f ab
u
se o

f an
 

A
m

erican citizen by people 
in responsible positions." 
G

o
v
e
rn

o
r N

e
lso

n
 A

 . 
R

ockeflelger of N
ew

 Y
ork 

called
 th

e resig
n
atio

n
 a 

"personal tragedy" and re- 

fused to speculate on w
heth-

er he w
ould be a candidate 

for the vacant office. 
"T

h
ere's a n

 o
ld

 S
o
u
th

 
A

m
erican saying," he said, 

"that nobody clim
bs to the 

top on the dead bodies of 
their friends." 

H
ouse S

peaker C
arl A

l-
bert, now

 first in line for the 
presidency, i ssued a brief 
statem

ent expressing "sur-
prise and shcok," at the re-
signation. "U

nder the C
on-

stitution, the m
atter is now

 
in the hands of the President 
and I have no further com

-
m

ent," A
lbert said. 

U
nited P

ress 
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