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Nixon’s Search
For a New No. 2

By Rudy Abramson

Los Angeles Times

Washington

Vice Presdient’ Acrnew S
resignation yesterday
came like a thunderbolt,
threatening Republi-
can party unity and set-
ting the spark for yet
another struggle between
President Nixen and:
ihe Democratic-controlled
Congress.

Speculation on a successor
~ who will be nominated by
the president and who must
be approved by both houses
of Congress g8 was instania-
ueous.

The resident set about his
task ‘immediately. He can-
vassed Republican congres-
sional laders at a late-
aftednoon ‘meeting and
Speaker Carl Albert (Dem-
Okla.) and Sen

t Majority
Leader Mike Mansfield
(Dem-Mont.) in early eve-
mng

GOP Chanman Georde

Bush wired all membels ot
the republican national com-
mittee for their recommen-
ddtions while White House
chief of staff Alexander
Haig sent telegrams to the
'19 republican governors fod
their suggestions. ’

ENVELOPES

Senate minority leader
Hugh Scott (Rep-Pa.) told
republican senators to ‘sup-
mit up to three names in
sealed envelopes by this aft-
ernoon. ‘The envelopes I de-
liver will' not be shown to
anyone,”” Scott said.

Both Scott and Mansfield
said they anticipated a pres-

idential decision before the

end of the week. ‘There will
not be any undye delays,”

Scott said. ‘“The country will -

not be in suspense for too
long.” _

Mansfield said he pro-
posed two mames and that
Albert added another. While
declining to name them,
Mansfield said none is a po-

tential 1976 GOP pde51den-
tial candidate”but that‘all
would be confirmed by "b‘uth
houses with no trouble.

CRITERIA

Scott said Mr.
asked them to ‘help him’
make the decision, ‘com-
menting, ‘‘the president has
an open mind. He has sim-
ple criteria — a man or a
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woman, a person able to be
pre51dent a person who has
the kinds of qualities to. be
president.” .

Both Scott and Mansfield
described the presidat's
mood as somber. “He was
very concerned and dis-
tressed about Agnew in a
truly humanitarian way,”
Mansfield said.lp However,
both said he was in flrm
control of the political situa-
tion. “He seemed to be on
-top of everyﬂnng,’f \/Ians-
t.e president was# “‘very
strong, much in control of
the situation.””

Political observers gener-
ally agreed Mr. Nixon hs *
essentilly three choices: to
pick a strong contender to
succeed him -in office in
1977, to recoup prestige for

his embattled administra-‘

tion by nming n elder
statesmen, or to go for a
lesser known young republi-
can s compromise.

Whichever course the
president chooses to deal
with the immediate prob-
lem, Agnew’s departure
seemed certain to speed
jockeying for osition among
ambitious repuclibens who
have remained discreelty
still because of Agnew’s le-
gal problems and the presi-
dent’s Watergate travail.

Speculation over pessible
successors has been heavy

‘in Washington ever since the

disclosure -that Agnew was
under investigation on crim-
inal charges in -Maryland.

Nixog,:

The 'list has grown despite
legal maneuvering to keep
Agnew in office, and his per-
sonal declaration that he
would not resign. evenifin-
dicted. o

CONNALLY .
Guessing on a new Vice
Pre«*‘ant  centerer 1mmen
diately on former Texas'

Governor John B. Connally, -
hte Democrat turned Repub-

lican. who served for atime
as’ the Nixon Administra- -
Treasury secretary.’

tion’s
- and who recently has acted
like a' serious candiddte for

the GOP presidential nomi-

5 natiogl three vears hence.

“I/ don’t know who the
President is going to pick,
but 'm not a candidate and
I'm not going to be one.”
Connally told a reporter
Houston. “T have not talked
with the President, and I

" don’t know that T will?’’ The

former Texas governor said
he had no ed-ance word of
Agnew’s action.

Others. who ‘have bheen
considered presidential pos-
sibilities and who are nnw
mentioned as potential Ag.
new su~cssnrs, include:

e New York Governor
Nelson 3. Rackefaller. who
has sought the GOP nomina-
tion without success since
1968.

@ California Governor
Ronald Reagan, a favorite of

the partv sancervatives who

had rallied behind Agnew.

@  Sep~tor Howard H.
Baker (Rep-Tenn.), whe
rose from relative phsucrity
to national prominence as
vice ‘thairman of the Senste
Watergate investigating
commif‘me.

e Attorney General Elliot
L. Pishas who gervad
as Secretary of Health, Edu-

rotion

Tepm

and Wealfapa and ag
Secretary of Defense. before
hmnn” o "{.\f“ ov fn take gver
the Justice Dpartmnt.

& Malyin P T.oird former
defense  secretary and
lono.tima Ronuhlicgn  Cane
gressman, brought into the
Whita Unarea ag the Praci-
dent’s chief Domestic advis-
er  aftar “ho  dongrture of
John D. Erlichman.

® Senator Charles Percy
(R-TILY. member of the lib-
eral wing of the party. long

hnhe\ ed to harbor Freqlden- :

tial agnirations,

Republican elders. consid- -

eved by Democrats to be no
threat to them as gop pres-
idential candidate in 1976 ei-
ther because cf age. lack of
White House ambitions. or

' other reasons. include:

°® Jlllam R. Rogers, e

| recently resigned secretary

of state.
@ Representative Gerald

R. Ford (Rep-Mich.), hoube

manorlty leader,. who has‘
hinted he -does not plan to
‘remain much longer in Con—
gress.

® John Shefman Cooper, '
retired Republican Senator
from Kentucky, now in pri-
vate law practice in Wash-
ington.

e Senator BarrY Goldwa- -
ter 9Rep-Ariz.). who lost the
Presidential election to Lyn-
don B. Johnson in 1964.<%

e William Scranton, for-
mer Republican Governor of
Pennsylvania, who staged a
late effort to defeat roldwa-
ter for the 1964 GOP nomi- °

nation.

among younger, le&sel -
known REpublicans who

_have received prominent’
mention are:

@ Donald Rumsfeld, a for-
mer Congressman, former
director of the office of eco-
nomic opportunity, former
counsel to the Presidemt,
and now ambassador to the
North Atlantic Treaty:Or-
ganization.

© George Bush, 101rner
Texas Congressman, defeat-
ed Senate candidate, former
ambassador to the United
Nations, and now chairman
of the GOP national comnm-
teel

o  William D. Ruckel—
shauas, former director of the
Environmental Protection
Agency, former acting
director of the F'BI, and now
deputy attorney general”

@ Richard Lugar, the
mayor of Indianapolis, Ind.,
sometimes referred to as teh.
President’s <“faborite may-
or,” and once - mentioned
by Mr. Nixon as potential
presidential timber. ;

Mansfield predicted that
each house of Comgress will -
vote on the nomindtion sepa- .
rately lather than convenmg '
a joint-session. hat‘desision
will apparently he settled in
a meeting between House
and Senate Jeaders within
the next few days.

& said the Senators in
7efterday’s le#lership meet-

ing idscussed the “problem
with “‘sobriety, dignity, dnd
awareness of the historical
momient,” .



