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Labor Union
Campaign
Gifts Probed

Washingion

The Senate Watergate
committee has be gun
investigating presidenitial
campalign contributions
controlled by the nation’s
largest labor unions.

The panel’s mvestlgatms
have sent questionnaires to
top officials of more than 80
large unions — those claim-
1ng 50,000 or more membe1 S.

The questionnaires ask
among other things, whether
any funds were illegally do-
nated from union treasuries.
Federal law allows individu-
al union members to donate
to a central fund controlled
by union officers, but pro-
hibits use of union dues in
political campaigns.

Accompanying the ‘gues-
tionnaires are letters indi-
cating that subpoenas might
be used to get the informa-
tion if it isn’t provided vol-
untarily @

The questionnaires are
similar to those sent earlier
to the heads of more than
100 large business corpord-
tions.

Seven corporations have
admitted to special Water-
gate prosecutor Archibald
Cox that they gave illegal
donations, totaling $465,000,
to Pres1dent Nixon’s., re-
election campaign last year.

Committee staff members
said that Republican Sena-
tors Howard Baker of Ten-
nessee and Edward J. Gur-
ney of Florida pressed
strongly for an inquiry into
union campaign finances.

The panel, focusing its
publie. attention upon politi-
cal dirty tricks, resumes its
hearings tomorrow. Testi-
mony is tentatively sched-
uled from two former spies
for the leon campawnﬁ Mi-
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