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WASHINGTON L a w - 
yers for eight major news 
gathering organizations and 
the Justice Department laid 
their strategy yesterday for 
resisting Vice President Spi-
ro T. Agnew's legal attempt 
to track down the sources of 
news leaks about his crim 
nal investigation. 

None of the lawyers in-
volved, would comment on 
the:subpoenas served Friday 
— the Justice Department  

would not even confirm they 
had been >served -- `in line 
with U.S. District Judge 
Walter E. Hoffman's order 
to remain silent. 

But executives of the pub-
lications and television net-
works were unanimous in 
vowing they would refuse to 
divulge their reporters' con-
fidentaFtiources under the 
first amendment guarantee 
of freedom of the press.  

lications to resist the sub-
poenas," said NeWbold 
Noyes, editor of the Wash-
ington Star-News. 'We are 
now involved with our attor-
neys to discuss the proper 
strategy." 

Joseph A. Califano, Jr., 
Washington attorney for the 
Washington Post and News-
week Magazine, was back 
at work in his office yester-
day after conferring Friday 

tgoing to, take a with lawyers for other sub- o with other pub- J-Toenaed news organizations. 

The Post quoted an un-
named legal source as,say-
ing that Hoffman's extraor-
dinary plan to be present 
when Agnew's attorneys at-
tempt to take sworn deposi-
tions next Thursday raised 
the possibility that any re-1 
porters who refused to iden-
tify their sources might be 
held in contempt 

In addition to the Post and 
Star-News, subpoenas were 
served on reporters for the 
New York Times, the New 

York. Daily News, Time and 
Newsweek magazines, and 
the CBS and NBC networks. 

They were instructed to 
appear a t U.S. District 
Court in Baltimore Thurs-
4ay,raorning with "all writ-
ings and other forms of rec-
ords, including drafts," re-
lated to their communica-
tions with government em-
ployees, or anyone having 
contact with hero, 	an 

t.p 
r

i
tigationNbOAgnew for 

o sble tax, bribery, extor- 
of -alleged political corrup-
tion in Maryland 

tion and conspiracy viola-
tions. 

Subpoenas also were re-
ported served at the Justice 
Department. The recipients 
were believed to include At-
torney General Elliot L. 
Richardson, Assistant Attor-
ney General Henry E. Peter-
sen and U .S. Attorney 
George Beall, who is head-
ing the federal investigation 


