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Sharp Aftack on
Sam Ervin

Washington

The testimony of Rob-
ert Benz, Florida asso-
ciate of Republican politi-
cal saboteur Donald H.

Segretti, before the Sen-.

ate Watergate Committee
vesterday, produced a
dramatic exchange with
Senator Sam J. Ervin
(Dem-N.C.).

In a rare challenge to the
Watergate committee chair-
man, Benz shouted from the
witness chair:

“Can you tell me whenever
a president has heen investi-
gated by the news media
and by a  committee as
much -as this one?. )

“Second, where were you
in 1960 when it was accused
that an election was stolen
out in Chicago? We are talk-
ing now about a campaign
being influenced, and I be-
lieve you were a member of
the Senate when it was ac-
cused that a campaign was
stolen; Senator. Where were
you then? Where were you
in 1964 and 1968?”

Spectotors in the crowded
hearing room gasped: Er-
vin, his own voice rising, re-
plied: .

“I was right here in the
U.S. and I never heard ofa
~campaign being stolen on
the credible testimony of
any individual. And this is
the first {ime in the history
of the U.S. That the Senate

of the U.S., by a unanimous
vote, has been moved by re-
ports of rascality on a na-
tional scale to set up a com-
mittee to conduct an investi-
gation”

Benz, who admitted mis-
deeds of his own, was refer-
ring to Republican charges
that ballot irregularities in

many Democratic precincts, -

especially in TIllinois and
Texas, cost President Nixon
his first bid for the presiden-
cy in 1960 when he lost to
John F. Kennedy by 118.574
votes.

Although a few wilnesses
have dueled verbally with
Ervin, the outburst by Benz
was the first time anvone

had leveled hostile questions .

at the committee chairman.
Benz was challenged by
several senators after testi-
fying he employed admitted-
ly illegal tactics in Florida
last year because Democrai-
ic workers had done similar
things against a Republican

candidate for the senate he

worked for in 1970.
His outburst at Ervin oc-

‘curred after Ervin said:

“I challenge you or any-
body else to point out a sin-
gle instance in the history of
this nation where money
donated to advance the polit-
ical fortunes of a president
was used with the consent of
the president’s assistants in
the White. House to spread li-

‘bels against candidates of
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the opposition political par-
ty.” : .

Eryin referred to testi-
mony that Segretti, who
paid Benz $150 a month for
his help, was himself receiv-
ing campaign funds — with
the approval of White House

-aides — from Herbert W.

Kalmbach, Mr.

sonal attorney.
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