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Excerpts From Segretti's Testimony Before 

.e, 

Following are excerpts 
from a transcript of the tes- 

t 	timony in Washington yes- 
terday of Donald H. Seyretti 
before the Senate Select 
Committee on Presidential 
f:antvaign Activities: 

MORNING 
SESSION 

MR. DASH: Mr. Segretti, 
you've already indicated 
how you first came to know 
Mr. Dwight Chapin and Mr. 
Gordon Strachan and you've 
indicated in your statement 
you knew them as college 

- classmates at the University 
of Southern California. 

A. That's 	correct, 	Mr. 
Dash. 

Q. Now, at the time Mr. 
Strachan and Mr. Chapin 
were in touch with you 
while you were in the Army 
in 1971 and also doing the 
period of July' '71 to June '72 
do you know what Mr. 
Chapin—that's Dwight Chap- s. • s position was? 

• 	

A. Yes. He was employed 

▪ 	

at the White House and I be- 
lieve his position at that 

• time was Presidential 
pointments secretary. 

r. • Q. And did you know 
what Mr. Strachan, Mr. Gor-

Strachans' position was? 
A. All I knew at that time 
was that he was employed 
at the White House. 

Q. Did you come to know 
that he was an assistant to 
Mr. Haldeman? ‘.. I did, but 
that was, much . later, into 
1972. 

Q. Now, after the . . .. the 
contacts you have included 
in your statement, you did • 
in fact come to Washington 
on June 23, 1971, to meet 
with Mr. Strichan and. Mr. 
Chapin. 

A. Mr. Dash, I'm. not quite 
certain of the exact date on 
that, but it is approximately 
at that period of time. 

Meeting Recalled 
Q. Now, do you recall 

where you met Mr. Chapin? 
A. I had dinner with Mr. 

Chapin and Mr. Strachan at 
Mr. Strachan's residence. 

Q. And it was at that time 
that Mt. Chapin began to 
discuss with you the job op-
portunities that he had been 
talking to you on the tele-
phone about. A. Yes it was. 

Q. Now, is it not true that 
Mr. Chapin told you that 
what they were looking for 
was someone to do some un-
dercover work for the re-
election of President Nixon 
and to engage in political 

tricks? 
A. I don't recall if the 

term "undercover" was 
used, but secrecy was 
stressed. 

Q. Well, is it a question of 
semantics when we say un-
dercover—Mr. Chapin didn't 
tell you at a later time that 
you were to use secrecy and 
you were not to reveal your 
identity and much of your 
work was undercover, was it 
not? 

A. That's correct, Mr. Dash. 
Q. And although you've 

used the term engaged in, 
what you had engaged in 
with them in college pranks, 
in fact, they were asking you 
to engage in what really 
would be called political 
tricks? A. That's correct. 

Q. And you were interested 
in this job, were you not? 
A. I was. 

Q. In your statement you've 
already given us for the rec-
ord the information you re;  
ceived from Mr. Chapin to 
contact Mr. Kalmbach and 
the meeting you had with 
Mr. Kalmbach in which your 
salary was arranged. Could 
you tell us how much did 
you receive from- Mr. Kalm-
bach totally for your work, 
during 1971 and 1972? 

Saray and Expenses 
A. I can give you an 

approximate figure, Mr. Dash. 
I have it in my financial rec-
ords somewhere. I think it's 
in the- neighborhood of 
around $45,000. That in-
cluded salary and monies for 
expenses. Total. 

Q. Now, on the• same date 
that you arranged this with.  
Mr. Kalmbach—and which I 
think the date is July 9, 1971 
—do you recall that date? 
A. I place that date a little 
bit later, Mr. Dash. But its 
in the summer of 1971. 

Q. Did you on that day 
',Aso have a meeting with Mr. 
ihapin? A. I did. 

Q. And where did you •meet 
with Mr. Chapin? A. I met Mr. 
Chapin near the San Clemente 
White House and we went to 
a small restaurant , in the 
local area. 	= 

Q. Now, what information 
and instructions did Mr. Cha-
pin give you at this meeting? 

A. At that meeting, Mr. 
Chapin in addition to de-

scribing the general back-
ground of the political situa-
tion, gave me a list of states 
to concentrate on in making 
future political contacts. 

Q. And were these states 
primarily the primary 
states? A. Primarily, yes sir. 

Q. And it was at this 
meeting that he indicated to 
you that you were to act in 
secrecy so that there'd be'  
no trace back to the White 
House? A. I don't recall spe-
cifically if that was dis-
cussed at that meeting. That 
was discussed several times. 

Q. But I take it it was 
fairly early in your discus-
sions with Mr. Chapin that 
he emphasized secrecy? A. 
Yes sir. 

Q. And that there was to 
be no tracing back to the 
White House? A. That's cor-
rect. 

Q. Now what, if anything, 
did Mr. Chapin tell you in +1.,„ 

portance of the use of news 
media, and news media im-
pact in your assignment? 

A. It was related to me in 
relationship to pickets at, for 
example, at a Muskie rally if 
you were to have a Hum-
phrey for President sign, or 
to—it should be placed in 
proximity to where the media 
could take a photograph of 
it. 

Q. Well, was he emphasiz-
ing to you that you should 
use as best you could news 
media impact? A. Yes sir, at 
that period of time and in 
relationship to that type 'of 
activities, yes. 

Q.' Now, did he also, talk 
to you about 'the candidate 
you should spend most of 
your time on, in terms of 
your political activities? A. 
Yes, sir, he did.'  

Q. Now, who was that 
candidate? A. That was Sen-
ator Muskie. 

Q. And did he- indicate 
why? 

A. It's difficult to recall 
any exact conversations — 
at this time that was some 
time ago—but Senator Mus-
kie at that time was certain- 
ly the forerunner, shall we 
say, of likely prospects- to 
run for Democratic nomina-
tion. 

Q. He was the frontrunner 
at that time, was he not? 

'-A. Yes, sir, I believe he 
was. 

Q. Now, also at this meet-
ing—and I think you've indi-
cated some of this in your 
statement—Mr. Chapin gave 
you some of the strategies 
that you were to use in your 
activities. Let me state what 
I believe you've indicated to 
the staff both in executive 
session and I think what 
you've indicated in your 
statement, and tell me if 
this is not true, what the 
strategy was. That you were 
to engage in activities to 
weaken the leading candi 
date, Senator Muskie, and 
to carry out political tricks 
to set one Democratic candi-
date against the other so-
that after the convention 
the staffs of these candi-
dates would still be bitter 
and would not be able to 
rally behind any chosen - can-
didate. Would that be a fair 
statement of the strategy?'  

Fair Statement 
A. That would be fair, ex-

cept the statements you 
made about weakening Sen-

ator Muskie..I think 'you at- 
tributed a little more empha-
sis than at least was con-
veyed to me at that point 
in time. 

Q. But your emphasis was 
on Senator Muskie and your 
political tricks and your use 
of your agents during that 
period of 'time was directed 
towards him and to confuse 
the candidate in his cam- 
paign, was that not •true? A. 
I 	that could be stated,, 
yes. 

Q. And therefore it's not 
too strong a statement to 
say that it was an effort to 
weaken Senator Muskie's 
primary campaign? It wasn't 
to strengthen it, was it? A. 
No it was not. 

Q. You have before you 
some memoranda and other 
exhibits. Would you look at 
a memorandum for the rec-
ord dated Sept. 28, 1971, 4 
P.M. Is this a memorandum 
you received from Mr. Chap-
in at your post office box? 

A. This was a memoran-
dum I received —.I do not 
believe I received it at my 
post office box at my home 
address. 

Q. At your home address. 
And the memorandum, for 
the record, states: "From now 
on we want to have at least 
one Muskie sign in among 
demonstrators who are dem-
onstrating against the Presi-
dent. It should be in caps 
'MUSKIE FOR PRESIDENT' 

1 .4- tp,s and should be 
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Q. And did he- indicate 
why? 
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at this time that was some 
time ago—but Senator Mus-
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tion. 

Q. He was the frontrunner 
at that time, was he not? 
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was. 
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ing—and I think you've indi-
cated some of this in your 
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Fair Statement 
A. That would be fair, ex-

cept the statements you 
made about weakening Sen-

ator Muskie..I think 'you at- 
tributed a little more empha-
sis than at least was con-
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in time. 

Q. But your emphasis was 
on Senator Muskie and your 
political tricks and your use 
of your agents during that 
period of 'time was directed 
towards him and to confuse 
the candidate in his cam- 
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Q. And therefore it's not 
too strong a statement to 
say that it was an effort to 
weaken Senator Muskie's 
primary campaign? It wasn't 
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Q. You have before you 
some memoranda and other 
exhibits. Would you look at 
a memorandum for the rec-
ord dated Sept. 28, 1971, 4 
P.M. Is this a memorandum 
you received from Mr. Chap-
in at your post office box? 

A. This was a memoran-
dum I received —.I do not 
believe I received it at my 
post office box at my home 
address. 

Q. At your home address. 
And the memorandum, for 
the record, states: "From now 
on we want to have at least 
one Muskie sign in among 
demonstrators who are dem-
onstrating against the Presi-
dent. It should be in caps 
'MUSKIE FOR PRESIDENT' 

1 .4- tp,s and should be 



§4ifm.; e. 	• 

The Now York Times Senator Sam J. Ervin Jr., telling Senato s Lowell P. Weicker Jr., right, and Edwar dJ. Gurney of the bomb threat 

Q. You already in your 
statement indicated that 
you were asked, or you did 
put under surveillance Sen-
ator Muskie when he was 
out in Los Angeles. Do 'you 
recall that Mr. Chapin 
asked you to do this? A. 
Specifically? 

Q. Or told you that Sen-
ator Muskie was going to 
be out in Los Angeles and 
that you should arrange 
pickets in that area? And 
that came from Mr. Chapin? 

A. Yes. 
Q. Now when you did have 

him placed under surveillance 
—I'm not asking you now for 
the name of the individual—
A. I appreciate that. 

Q. What was this, just a 
friend, or what was his oc-
cupation. 

A.This was an individual 
that-his name I got on the 
list from a friend that I knew 
in the Army that I had 
worked with to some extent 
in the military service who 
was assigned to the C.I.D. in  

held in a location that is 
clearly visible. 

"At Muskie events or 
events by other Democratic 
hopefuls there should be a 
sign or two which goads 
them. For example, at a 
Muskie rally there should be 
a large and in caps `WHY 
NOT A BLACK VICE PRESI-
DENT' or perhaps, `WE PRE-
FER HUMPHREY' or some-
thing else that would goad 
him along. At Humphrey ral-
lies there should be Muskie 
signs and at Kennedy rallies 
there should be Muskie or 
Humphrey signs and so on. 
These signs should be well-
placed in relationship to the 
press area so that pictures 
are easy to get." 

Now, did. you follow that 
recommendation? 

General Strategy 
A. To some extent I did. 
Q. It was the general, one 

of the general strategies you 
used, was it not? A. Yes, 
that IS,correct.' 

United Press International 
Policemen with trained dogs leaving the Caucus Root* of the Old Senate Office Building after failing to find a 
bomb an anonymous caller saie had been planted, there. 
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the military, which is called 
—really stands for Criminal 
Investigation Division. And 
this individual was a retired 
C.I.D. individual and at that 
time he was working for a 
detective agency. 

Q. A private detective? A. 
I would classify him as that 
at that time, yes. 

Q. Now as your statement 
has indicated, you went out 
to Whittier College, I think 
in November of 1971. A. Yes. 

Q. Did Mr. Chapin inform 
you tha Senator Muskie was 
going to be appearing at 
Whittier College? 

A. I believe that's how the 
scenario went. It is possible 
that I called Mr. Chapin to 
inform him ,of that fact, find-
ing out from a local paper, 
or a news release that 
would read in the papers. But 
my best recollection is that 
I received a phone call re-
garding this., 

Q. Your activity at that 
time, as indicated in your 
statement, was that'you dis-
tributed a list of some hard 
questions—questions to be 
asked of Muskie. A. That's 
correct. 

Q. Would you turn to tab 
3 of the exhibits that are 
before you and would you 
identify that exhibit as the 
handout that was given at 
the appearance of Senator 
Muskie? A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Some of the questions 
that you were asking, you 
put to him were: "Do you 
refuse to even consider a 
black or Chicano as a run-
ning min? Your propagan-
da that they do not yet 
have political equality only 
wosters any bias that exists 
and avoids the question. Do 
you speak in terms of equal-
ity for minorities yet send 
your children to a white pri-
vate school?" That was the 
tenor of the question, was 
it not? 

A. That's correct? 
Q. Now after that opera-

tion at Whittier, did you re- 

ceive 	

•_ 

 any communication 
from Mr. Chapin? A. I did. 

Q. What was the 
A. 
	of 

that communication? A. I 
received a Xerox copy of 
what I now believe to be a 
page from the White House 
press summary. 

Muskie on Whittier 
Q. Yes, will you look on 

tab 4, I tbink, you have that 
before you. There appears 
on page 10 what appears to 
come from the White House 
press summary that goes to 
the President a reference to 
Mr. Muskie's appearance in 
Whittier. 

And ( :lust want to read 
a couple of lines from there: 

"ReyneldS- -Miff ',that Ed 
had come prepared for con-
servative questions but the 
Chicanos ' gave them no 
chance and Big Ed proved 
he could keep his cool. Mus-
kie reportedly was pleased 
by the reception he received 
from those willing to liSten." 

Now, does there appear 
on that news summary some 
handwriting addressed to 
you? 

A. That's correct. 
cy. And is that handwrit-

ing Mr. Chapin's? 
A. I believe it to be Mr. 

'Chapin's. 
Q. Will you read what the 

handwriting says with ref-
erence to the items I just 
referred to? 

Q. I think you have also 
testified that you were aware, 
in fact participated in, send-
ing out false letters on Mr. 
Muskie's campaign station-
ery. A. That is correct. 

Q. There is one particular 
letter you referred to in your 
statement which was espe-
cially scurrilous and accused 
Senator Jackon and Senator 
Humphrey of, serious accusa-
tions of sexual and drinking 
misconduct. 

$20 to Print 
Q. How much did it cost 

you to print that letter and 
distribute it? Al 'I believe $20 
was sent to Mr. Benz to do 
that. 

Q. Did you send a copy of 
that letter to Mr. Chapin? A. 
I believe I did, yes sir. 

Q. Do you recall Mr. Cha-
pin telling you that for your 
$20 you reeceived $10,000 to 
$20,000 worth of free pub-
licity but to be careful next 

time? A. Yes, or wards to 
that effect. 

Q. Turning to the Cali-
fornia campaign, did you 
have copies of the head-
quarters stationery, campaign 
stationery, from Mr. McGov-
ern, Mr. Yorty, Mr. McCar-
thy, Mr. Humphrey, printed 
up? 

A. Yes. Through a printer 
given to me by Mr. Warren, 
now Mr. Hunt. 

Q. Did you also have anti-
Humphrey bumper stickers 
printed up? I will just hold 
this up. "Humphrey; He '  
started the war; don't give 
him another chance; Demo-
crats for Peace Candidate." 
Is that one of the bumper 
stickers that you had printed 
up? A. Yes. 

Q. By the way, that Demo-
crats for Peace Candidate, 
what organization was that? 
A. That was me again, Mr. 
Dash. 

Q. Did Mr. Chapin after 
the Wisconsin primary, tell 
you to stop focusing upon 
Senator Muskie and to begin 
driving a wedge between the 
leading candidates? A. He 
mentioned two candidates, 
Senator Humphrey and Sen-
ator Muskie. 

Q. And was this an effort 
to do that? A. Yes. These 
bumper stickers were mailed 
to Humphrey delegates. 

Q. did you also have a 
pamphlet printed up and dis-
tributed in California with 
regard to Mr. Humphrey? 
The sponsor on this particu-
lar one says, "Democrats 
Against Bossism." T. Wilson, 
chairman—is that again you? 
A. That again, is a committee 
of one, me. 

Humphrey was stirred up 
Q. Did 'you know that 

Senator Humphrey was quite 
stirred up and actually be-
lieved that Senator Mc-
Govern or Senator Muskie 
had printed this pamphlet 
A. I did not know that. 
Q. Using the stationery of • 

the various candidates that 
you had printed up, did you 
send out a false letter on 
McCarthy campaign station-
ery over the signature of 
Barbara Barron? A. Yes 
I did. 

Q. Who is Barbara Barron? 
A. I believe she was a cam-
paign worker in McCarthy 
headquarters. 

Q. This actually was a 
forgery of her signature, 
was it not? A. Somebody 
signed her name, yes. 
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A. It states: "Don, note we 
really missed the boat on 
this. Obviously . the press 
now wants to prove E. M. 
can keep his temper. Let's 
prove he can't." 

AFTERNOON 
SESSION 

MR. DASH: Now, you have 
stated in your, statement that 
you had various school bus-
ing posters printed up involv-
ing Mr. Muskie. 

SEGRETTI: That is. correct. 
Q. I think I have a copy 

of this and you can see it. 
It says, "Help Muskie Sup-
port Busing More Children 

—Now." Is this the poster you 
are referring to? A. That is 
correct, Mr. Dash. 

Q. And the reference in 
the bottom, "Mothers Back-
ing Muskie Committee, 
was that a committee that 
you made up? A. Yes, sir. 
There is no committee by , 
that name, to my knowl-. 
edge. This, you could say 
was my committee. 

Q. Your committee? A. 
One of them. 

Q. You were one of the 
mothers backing Muskie? 
SENATOR ERVIN: That 

was a committee which 
ekisted only in your con-
templation? A. That is cor-
rect, Senator. 

MR. DASH. Did you send 
copies or a copy of the post-
er to Mr. Chapin? A. To the 
best of my recollection, I did. 

Q. And this was in keeping 
with your sending him regu-
larly various copies of things 
that you were distributing? 
A. Yes, sir. 

the military, which is called 
—really stands for Criminal 
Investigation Division. And 
this individual was a retired 
C.I.D. individual and at that 
time he was working for a 
detective agency. 

Q. A private detective? A. 
I would classify him as that 
at that time, yes. 

Q. Now as your statement 
has indicated, you went out 
to Whittier College, I think 
in November of 1971. A. Yes. 

Q. Did Mr. Chapin inform 
you tha Senator Muskie was 
going to be appearing at 
Whittier College? 

A. I believe that's how the 
scenario went. It is possible 
that I called Mr. Chapin to 
inform him ,of that fact, find-
ing out from a local paper, 
or a news release that 
would read in the papers. But 
my best recollection is that 
I received a phone call re-
garding this., 

Q. Your activity at that 
time, as indicated in your 
statement, was that'you dis-
tributed a list of some hard 
questions—questions to be 
asked of Muskie. A. That's 
correct. 

Q. Would you turn to tab 
3 of the exhibits that are 
before you and would you 
identify that exhibit as the 
handout that was given at 
the appearance of Senator 
Muskie? A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Some of the questions 
that you were asking, you 
put to him were: "Do you 
refuse to even consider a 
black or Chicano as a run-
ning min? Your propagan-
da that they do not yet 
have political equality only 
wosters any bias that exists 
and avoids the question. Do 
you speak in terms of equal-
ity for minorities yet send 
your children to a white pri-
vate school?" That was the 
tenor of the question, was 
it not? 

A. That's correct? 
Q. Now after that opera-

tion at Whittier, did you re- 

ceive 	

•_ 

 any communication 
from Mr. Chapin? A. I did. 

Q. What was the 
A. 
	of 

that communication? A. I 
received a Xerox copy of 
what I now believe to be a 
page from the White House 
press summary. 

Muskie on Whittier 
Q. Yes, will you look on 

tab 4, I tbink, you have that 
before you. There appears 
on page 10 what appears to 
come from the White House 
press summary that goes to 
the President a reference to 
Mr. Muskie's appearance in 
Whittier. 

And ( :lust want to read 
a couple of lines from there: 

"ReyneldS- -Miff ',that Ed 
had come prepared for con-
servative questions but the 
Chicanos ' gave them no 
chance and Big Ed proved 
he could keep his cool. Mus-
kie reportedly was pleased 
by the reception he received 
from those willing to liSten." 

Now, does there appear 
on that news summary some 
handwriting addressed to 
you? 

A. That's correct. 
cy. And is that handwrit-

ing Mr. Chapin's? 
A. I believe it to be Mr. 

'Chapin's. 
Q. Will you read what the 

handwriting says with ref-
erence to the items I just 
referred to? 

Q. I think you have also 
testified that you were aware, 
in fact participated in, send-
ing out false letters on Mr. 
Muskie's campaign station-
ery. A. That is correct. 

Q. There is one particular 
letter you referred to in your 
statement which was espe-
cially scurrilous and accused 
Senator Jackon and Senator 
Humphrey of, serious accusa-
tions of sexual and drinking 
misconduct. 

$20 to Print 
Q. How much did it cost 

you to print that letter and 
distribute it? Al 'I believe $20 
was sent to Mr. Benz to do 
that. 

Q. Did you send a copy of 
that letter to Mr. Chapin? A. 
I believe I did, yes sir. 

Q. Do you recall Mr. Cha-
pin telling you that for your 
$20 you reeceived $10,000 to 
$20,000 worth of free pub-
licity but to be careful next 

time? A. Yes, or wards to 
that effect. 

Q. Turning to the Cali-
fornia campaign, did you 
have copies of the head-
quarters stationery, campaign 
stationery, from Mr. McGov-
ern, Mr. Yorty, Mr. McCar-
thy, Mr. Humphrey, printed 
up? 

A. Yes. Through a printer 
given to me by Mr. Warren, 
now Mr. Hunt. 

Q. Did you also have anti-
Humphrey bumper stickers 
printed up? I will just hold 
this up. "Humphrey; He '  
started the war; don't give 
him another chance; Demo-
crats for Peace Candidate." 
Is that one of the bumper 
stickers that you had printed 
up? A. Yes. 

Q. By the way, that Demo-
crats for Peace Candidate, 
what organization was that? 
A. That was me again, Mr. 
Dash. 

Q. Did Mr. Chapin after 
the Wisconsin primary, tell 
you to stop focusing upon 
Senator Muskie and to begin 
driving a wedge between the 
leading candidates? A. He 
mentioned two candidates, 
Senator Humphrey and Sen-
ator Muskie. 

Q. And was this an effort 
to do that? A. Yes. These 
bumper stickers were mailed 
to Humphrey delegates. 

Q. did you also have a 
pamphlet printed up and dis-
tributed in California with 
regard to Mr. Humphrey? 
The sponsor on this particu-
lar one says, "Democrats 
Against Bossism." T. Wilson, 
chairman—is that again you? 
A. That again, is a committee 
of one, me. 

Humphrey was stirred up 
Q. Did 'you know that 

Senator Humphrey was quite 
stirred up and actually be-
lieved that Senator Mc-
Govern or Senator Muskie 
had printed this pamphlet 
A. I did not know that. 
Q. Using the stationery of • 

the various candidates that 
you had printed up, did you 
send out a false letter on 
McCarthy campaign station-
ery over the signature of 
Barbara Barron? A. Yes 
I did. 

Q. Who is Barbara Barron? 
A. I believe she was a cam-
paign worker in McCarthy 
headquarters. 

Q. This actually was a 
forgery of her signature, 
was it not? A. Somebody 
signed her name, yes. 
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A. It states: "Don, note we 
really missed the boat on 
this. Obviously . the press 
now wants to prove E. M. 
can keep his temper. Let's 
prove he can't." 

AFTERNOON 
SESSION 

MR. DASH: Now, you have 
stated in your, statement that 
you had various school bus-
ing posters printed up involv-
ing Mr. Muskie. 

SEGRETTI: That is. correct. 
Q. I think I have a copy 

of this and you can see it. 
It says, "Help Muskie Sup-
port Busing More Children 

—Now." Is this the poster you 
are referring to? A. That is 
correct, Mr. Dash. 

Q. And the reference in 
the bottom, "Mothers Back-
ing Muskie Committee, 
was that a committee that 
you made up? A. Yes, sir. 
There is no committee by , 
that name, to my knowl-. 
edge. This, you could say 
was my committee. 

Q. Your committee? A. 
One of them. 

Q. You were one of the 
mothers backing Muskie? 
SENATOR ERVIN: That 

was a committee which 
ekisted only in your con-
templation? A. That is cor-
rect, Senator. 

MR. DASH. Did you send 
copies or a copy of the post-
er to Mr. Chapin? A. To the 
best of my recollection, I did. 

Q. And this was in keeping 
with your sending him regu-
larly various copies of things 
that you were distributing? 
A. Yes, sir. 



Q. Does it not ask that 
McCarthy delegates switch 
their support to Senator 
Humphrey? A. That is cor-
rect. 

Q. Was there not a similar 
letter on McCarthy stationery, 
also purportedly signed by 
Barbara Barron, sent to. Shir-
ley Chisholm supporters? A. 
Yes, essentially it is the' same 
letter. Some McCarthy dele-
gates and some Chisholm 
delegates did receive these. 

Q. And all of this was 
your handiwork? A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What was the purpose 
of all this? A. Just to confuse 
the candidates. 

Q. I take it you were quite 
successful in this? A. It is 
hard for me to categorize 
success or not. 

Q. Did you have knowl-
edge of false press releases 
sent out on Humphrey press 
release stationery? A. Yes, I 
did three of these. 

Q. You drafted them your-
self? A. Yes. 

Q. Did one of them state 
that Shirley Chisholm was 
at one time confined to a 
mental institution in Virgin-
ia? A. Yes. 

Q. And you made that all 
up?. A. Yes. 

Q. And in effect, you made 
a false charge. A. The charge 
is not correct. 

Q. These all came out of 
your imagination? A. That is 
correct. 

False.  Press.  Releases 
Q. Were these sent to the 

newspapers, false press re-
leases on Hubert Humphrey 
stationery? A. Yes sir. 

Q. And were they printed? 
A. Not to my knowledge. 

Q. Did. you send copies of 
these false press releases to 
Mr. Chapin? A. Yes. 
Q. And .what was his re-

action to that? A. There was 
a comment that he laughed 
for a period of time regard-
ing the press releases. 
Q. He though it was fun-

ny that you sent a press re-
lease saying that Shirley 
Chisholm was at one time 
confined to a mental insti-
tuition in Virginia? A. Yes. 

Mr. Thompson: Mr. Se-
gretti, you have related, I 
believe, just about all of 
your activities, some amus-
ing and some not amusing 
at all. A. I agree with you, 
Mr. Thompson. 

Q. Generally speaking, 
how were these ideas 
thought up? A. A number 
of them were just thought 
up over a beer or two. 
Q. Who would know about 

it beforehand? Anyone at the 
White House, for example? 
A. I believe, possibly Mr. 
Chapin. 

Q. I believe you said you 
reported on some regular 
basis what you were doing 
to Mr. Chapin. Would that 
be all of your activities, or 
could you give us a certain 
percentage of your activities 
that were reported to him? 

A. I would say as a gen-
eral matter I would send 
what was done to Mr. Chapin. 

Q. Were there activities in 
the dirty tricks area that 
went on during the campaign 
that you have gotten credit 
for which you did not in 
fact do? 

A. Well, the Canuck letter 
is one that stands out in my  

mind. I am sure there are 
others. 

Q. Are you saying that you 
did not write" the Canuck 
letter? A. I did not write the' 
Canuck letter, I have no idea 
who wrote the Canuck letter. 

Q. What about the allega-
tion that you prefaced your 
grand jury performance by 
having been shown F.B.I. 
302's. A. That is false. 

Q. I will ask you whether 
or not you have at any time 
since the Watergate break-in 
been shown by'anyone other 
than the F.B.I. any, any 
F.B.I. ed-302's? 

MR. SHERMAN: This does 
go into a matter we do not 
feel has any relevancy to 
these hearings at all, and has 
been disclosed to the special 
prosecutor in this case. 

SENATOR MONTOYA: Mr. 
Segretti, prior to your indoc-
trination into these practices 
what did you conceive to be 
the . pre-electoral process un-
der our constitutional system 
in the United States? 

A. I conceived the elec-
toral process of the United 
States to be one where hope-
fully the best candidate for 
the office would obtain that 
office. 

Q. Well, did you conceive 
as part of that thinking that 
he should obtain the office 
honestly and by open, free 
and undeceptive discussion 
on the campaign trail with 
the American people? A. Yes, 
that is correct. 

Q. And what led you to 
change? A. That is a difficult 
answer for me to give. I 
have thought of that myself 
many times, Senator. I •have never come up with an ade-
quate answer to myself for 
that. 

White House Umbrella 
Q. You mentioned that one 

of the reasons you agreed to 
accept the position was the 
fact that you were now being 
given the opportunity of 
working for the White 
House? A. That is correct. 

Q. Did you during all this 
time think that you were 
working under the umbrella 
of the. White House, so to 
speak? A. I believe in a sense 
that would be a correct answer. 

Q. I notice from the record 
of communication with Mr. 
Chapin, who was an employe 
of the White House, that you 

were in quite frequent contact 
with him from the time that 
you began your employment 
until after you ceased as a 
result of the investigation 
that began in 1972. 

A. That is correct. 
Q. Now, it stands to rea-

son that during all this time, 
in addition to the initial con-
tact that you had with Mr. 
Chapin and Mr. Strachan, 
that you were receiving quite 
a bit of instruction from 
these people as to how to 
conduct yourself and what to 
do in the different state pri-
maries. Is that correct? 

A. Yes. 
Q. How extensive was the 

instruction that you received 
from these two individuals 
which I have mentioned and 
other individuals—and please 
name them if you can. 

A. My contact at the White 
House excluding Mr. Dean, 
was Mr. Chapin. My instruc- 
tions from him, if you can 
call them instructions, were 
to a very great extent very 
passive, rather than do this 
or do that or any specifics. 

Reports Were Made 
Q. You were reporting to 

him what you intended to do, 
say, a day or two from now 
and you were reporting also 
to him what you had done 
previous to the time that you 
were calling him. A. Pretty 
much, Senator. 

Q. Were you sending him 
copies of the different flyers 
and pamphlets that you were 
putting out.? A. Yes, I was. 

Q. And you were getting 
communications from him in 
return to whether they were 
in proper taste or very proper 

within the orbit of the nose 
sion that you were per-
forming? 

A. At times, yes, sir. many 
times, there was no response 
that I can really recall. 

Q. Would you say that you 
were actually subverting the 
free electoral process? 

A. Looking back at it, cer-
tainly during the time that I 
was doing it, I had no 
thought along that line. I 
think if I had the wisdom at 
that time to look at it in 
that light and with some de-
gree of perspective and ob-
jectivity, I think I would 
have been long gon from 
these activities. Looking back 
on it, none of these activities, 
I believe are ones that should 
be included in the American 
political system. 
SENATOR WEICKER: Mr. 

Segretti, you say, "in De-
cember of 1971, I traveled to 
the state of Florida for the 
purpose of seeking addi-
tional contacts. During my 
visit, I met a Mr. Robert 
Benz in Tampa, and a Mr. 
Douglas Kelly in Miami." 

How did you come across 
these two individuals? Were 
these persons that had been 
referred to you? How did 
find them? 

A. I came across Mr. Benz 
somewhat by chance. Mr. 
Benz mentioned the name of 
Mr. Kelly. Upon arriving in 
Miami, I happened to call 
an individual thaft was on 
the White House advance 
list that had been supplied 
me and that individual gave 
me the name of Mr. Kelly. 
So I had Mr. Kelly's name 
from two sources and I sub-
sequently called him. 

Q. You got Mr. Kelly's 
name from Mr. Chapin's 
original list? A. No, no sir. 
I got a name from the White 
House list supplied to me 
by Mr. Chapin of an individ-
ual in Miami. I called that individual. He mentioned the 
name of Mr. Kelly. 

Q. When you called Mr. 
Chapin, were these calls to 
the Committee to Re-elect 
the President, or were they 
calls directly to the White 
House? A. They were calls to 
the White House switch-board. 

Q. Your operation, I 
gather, received its direction 
from the White House? A. 
That is correct. 

Offer From Dean 
Senator Inouye: In mid-

November of 1972, Mr. Dean 
is supposed to have offered 
you a job in Montego Bay 
for about $35,000. What was 
the purpose of this? Was this 
to get you out of town? 
A. It could have been. It 

was not communicated to me 
as such, but that could very 
well have been the reason. 

Q. Do you know a Mr. Alex 
Shipley? A. Yes. I do. 

Q. Does it not ask that 
McCarthy delegates switch 
their support to Senator 
Humphrey? A. That is cor-
rect. 

Q. Was there not a similar 
letter on McCarthy stationery, 
also purportedly signed by 
Barbara Barron, sent to. Shir-
ley Chisholm supporters? A. 
Yes, essentially it is the' same 
letter. Some McCarthy dele-
gates and some Chisholm 
delegates did receive these. 

Q. And all of this was 
your handiwork? A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What was the purpose 
of all this? A. Just to confuse 
the candidates. 

Q. I take it you were quite 
successful in this? A. It is 
hard for me to categorize 
success or not. 

Q. Did you have knowl-
edge of false press releases 
sent out on Humphrey press 
release stationery? A. Yes, I 
did three of these. 

Q. You drafted them your-
self? A. Yes. 

Q. Did one of them state 
that Shirley Chisholm was 
at one time confined to a 
mental institution in Virgin-
ia? A. Yes. 

Q. And you made that all 
up?. A. Yes. 

Q. And in effect, you made 
a false charge. A. The charge 
is not correct. 

Q. These all came out of 
your imagination? A. That is 
correct. 

False.  Press.  Releases 
Q. Were these sent to the 

newspapers, false press re-
leases on Hubert Humphrey 
stationery? A. Yes sir. 

Q. And were they printed? 
A. Not to my knowledge. 

Q. Did. you send copies of 
these false press releases to 
Mr. Chapin? A. Yes. 
Q. And .what was his re-

action to that? A. There was 
a comment that he laughed 
for a period of time regard-
ing the press releases. 
Q. He though it was fun-

ny that you sent a press re-
lease saying that Shirley 
Chisholm was at one time 
confined to a mental insti-
tuition in Virginia? A. Yes. 

Mr. Thompson: Mr. Se-
gretti, you have related, I 
believe, just about all of 
your activities, some amus-
ing and some not amusing 
at all. A. I agree with you, 
Mr. Thompson. 

Q. Generally speaking, 
how were these ideas 
thought up? A. A number 
of them were just thought 
up over a beer or two. 
Q. Who would know about 

it beforehand? Anyone at the 
White House, for example? 
A. I believe, possibly Mr. 
Chapin. 

Q. I believe you said you 
reported on some regular 
basis what you were doing 
to Mr. Chapin. Would that 
be all of your activities, or 
could you give us a certain 
percentage of your activities 
that were reported to him? 

A. I would say as a gen-
eral matter I would send 
what was done to Mr. Chapin. 

Q. Were there activities in 
the dirty tricks area that 
went on during the campaign 
that you have gotten credit 
for which you did not in 
fact do? 

A. Well, the Canuck letter 
is one that stands out in my  

mind. I am sure there are 
others. 

Q. Are you saying that you 
did not write" the Canuck 
letter? A. I did not write the' 
Canuck letter, I have no idea 
who wrote the Canuck letter. 

Q. What about the allega-
tion that you prefaced your 
grand jury performance by 
having been shown F.B.I. 
302's. A. That is false. 

Q. I will ask you whether 
or not you have at any time 
since the Watergate break-in 
been shown by'anyone other 
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have thought of that myself 
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of the reasons you agreed to 
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Q. Did you during all this 
time think that you were 
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that would be a correct answer. 

Q. I notice from the record 
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until after you ceased as a 
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that began in 1972. 
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son that during all this time, 
in addition to the initial con-
tact that you had with Mr. 
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that you were receiving quite 
a bit of instruction from 
these people as to how to 
conduct yourself and what to 
do in the different state pri-
maries. Is that correct? 

A. Yes. 
Q. How extensive was the 

instruction that you received 
from these two individuals 
which I have mentioned and 
other individuals—and please 
name them if you can. 

A. My contact at the White 
House excluding Mr. Dean, 
was Mr. Chapin. My instruc- 
tions from him, if you can 
call them instructions, were 
to a very great extent very 
passive, rather than do this 
or do that or any specifics. 

Reports Were Made 
Q. You were reporting to 

him what you intended to do, 
say, a day or two from now 
and you were reporting also 
to him what you had done 
previous to the time that you 
were calling him. A. Pretty 
much, Senator. 

Q. Were you sending him 
copies of the different flyers 
and pamphlets that you were 
putting out.? A. Yes, I was. 

Q. And you were getting 
communications from him in 
return to whether they were 
in proper taste or very proper 

within the orbit of the nose 
sion that you were per-
forming? 

A. At times, yes, sir. many 
times, there was no response 
that I can really recall. 

Q. Would you say that you 
were actually subverting the 
free electoral process? 

A. Looking back at it, cer-
tainly during the time that I 
was doing it, I had no 
thought along that line. I 
think if I had the wisdom at 
that time to look at it in 
that light and with some de-
gree of perspective and ob-
jectivity, I think I would 
have been long gon from 
these activities. Looking back 
on it, none of these activities, 
I believe are ones that should 
be included in the American 
political system. 
SENATOR WEICKER: Mr. 

Segretti, you say, "in De-
cember of 1971, I traveled to 
the state of Florida for the 
purpose of seeking addi-
tional contacts. During my 
visit, I met a Mr. Robert 
Benz in Tampa, and a Mr. 
Douglas Kelly in Miami." 

How did you come across 
these two individuals? Were 
these persons that had been 
referred to you? How did 
find them? 

A. I came across Mr. Benz 
somewhat by chance. Mr. 
Benz mentioned the name of 
Mr. Kelly. Upon arriving in 
Miami, I happened to call 
an individual thaft was on 
the White House advance 
list that had been supplied 
me and that individual gave 
me the name of Mr. Kelly. 
So I had Mr. Kelly's name 
from two sources and I sub-
sequently called him. 

Q. You got Mr. Kelly's 
name from Mr. Chapin's 
original list? A. No, no sir. 
I got a name from the White 
House list supplied to me 
by Mr. Chapin of an individ-
ual in Miami. I called that individual. He mentioned the 
name of Mr. Kelly. 

Q. When you called Mr. 
Chapin, were these calls to 
the Committee to Re-elect 
the President, or were they 
calls directly to the White 
House? A. They were calls to 
the White House switch-board. 

Q. Your operation, I 
gather, received its direction 
from the White House? A. 
That is correct. 

Offer From Dean 
Senator Inouye: In mid-

November of 1972, Mr. Dean 
is supposed to have offered 
you a job in Montego Bay 
for about $35,000. What was 
the purpose of this? Was this 
to get you out of town? 
A. It could have been. It 

was not communicated to me 
as such, but that could very 
well have been the reason. 

Q. Do you know a Mr. Alex 
Shipley? A. Yes. I do. 



Q. Mr. Shipley has indi-
cated that you said the fol-
lowing: 

"Nixon knows that some-
thing is being done. It is a 
typical deal. Don't tell me 
anything and I won't talk." 
What did you mean by this, 
sir? 
A. I am not really sure, 

senator. 
Q. Weren't you trying to 

recruit Mr. Shipley? 

Q. Mr. Shipley has indi-
cated that you said the fol-
lowing: 

"Nixon knows that some-
thing is being done. It is a 
typical deal. Don't tell me 
anything and I won't talk." 
What did you mean by this, 
sir? 
A. I am not really sure, 

senator. 
Q. Weren't you trying to 

recruit Mr. Shipley? 


