‘My Activities W

Following are. excerpis
from yesterday’s opening
statement by Donald H. Se-
gretti before the Senate se-
lect Watergate committee:

In 1963 I graduated from
the University of Southern
Calmifornia. I majored in
business administration. I
then attended the Univer-
sity of California at Berke-
ley and graduated from its
law school in 1966. My first

job was as an employee of

the office of the comptroller
of the currency in Washing-
ton, D.C. i

After my graduation from
USC I majntained infre-
quent social contact with
two college friends, Dwight
Chapin and Gordon
Strachan; so it did not seem
unusual when I was con-
tacted in early 1971 by these
two friends about the possi-
bility of doing some work
for them after my release
from active (Army) duty.

In the summer of 1971 I
flew to Washington, D.C,

-and met with Mr. Chapin
and Mr. Strachan: It was ex-
plained to me that I would
be employed to perform cer-
tain political functions for
the re-election of President
Nixon. At that time I was
aware that both men were
employed at the White
House. .

I considered the political
functions we discussed to be
similar to college pranks
which had occured at USC.
The impression was given to
me that these so-called
pranks were - performed by
both parties in presidential
campaigns  and that there
was nothing improper or il-
legal in such traditional ac-
-tivities. )

Subsequently, I was told
to contact Mr. Herbert
Kalmbach in Newport
Beach, Calif, for the pur-
pose of finalizing my em-
ployment. I met with Mr.
Kalmbach in August, 1971,
and was offered a salary of
$16,000.00 per annum plus
expenses for my activities.
Mr. Kalmbach and I did not
discuss the _specifics of my
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employment, and I myself

had no concrete ideas as to
what work I was to perform.

It was not even clear to me -

whether or not I would be
working for Mr. Kalmbach,
Mr. Chapin or others. How-
ever, I was happy to accept
employment from people
who held prominent posi-
tions in and out of the gov-
ernment.

After meeting with Mr.
Kalmbach I met with Mr.
Chapin not far from the
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San Clemente, Calif. During
this. meeting, Mr. Chapin
gave me a list of cities in
which I was to acquire ac-
quaintances 'tp assist me in
my future endeavors. Mr.
Chapin stressed the secrecy
of my duties and stated that
he would be my contact at
the White House. He further
explained that my duties
would consist of various ac-
tivities tending to foster a
split between the various
Democratic hopefuls . . .

Even though I had at one
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time been a registered Dem-
ocrat and was apolitical dur-
ing my Army tenure, I was

-in agreement with President

Nixon’s announced policies
of ending the Vietham war
and the draft. Thus, it was
on prineiple that I’ favored
his re-election. It was this
combination of factors: my
lack of any concrete career
plans, my friendship and re-
spect for the individuals in-
volved, my belief in the re-

. election of President Nixon,
the opportunity of working



Segretti

for the White House and the
change of pace . from ‘my
-Army duties which led me
to accept the employment
From September, 1971 to
the end’ of the year, I trav-
eled to various parts of the
United States attempting to
line up  political associates.
‘Mr. Chapin had instructed

me not to ‘use the names of

any persons at the White
House or the name of any
person ‘associated with the
Republican  Party
making my contacts. T was
also told not to use my real
‘name so that I would never
prove an embarrassmant to
the President or his cam-
paign supporters. i

- It was therefore difficult
for me to explain to péople
exactly what I was doing,
who I was working for, or
what we would be doing to-
gether. During the initial
‘period of my employment; I
myself had no specific 1dea
as to what I was ‘doing or
how I was to do it. I did in-
dicate to People I
“recruited” that their tasks
Wwould be to picket various
Democratic candidates un-
der the guise of working for
a rival Democratic : candi-
date, to ask difficult gues-
tlons at news conferences,
.and, if p0551b1e, get someone
to work in a candidate’s
headquarters. The purpose
of planting so-called: “spies”
was primarily to obtain can-
didates’ travehng schedules
to assist in the planning of
‘picketing activities. During
this period I.received $5,000
traveling expenses from Mr
Kalmbach and the sum of
$667 every two weeks as sal-
ary. .

I d1d the following durmg
1971:

1. I prepared a list of
questions to ask ' Senator
Muskie when he appeared at
Whittier College in South-
ern California. The - ques-
tions  were passed out
among the audience, and I
believe one of the questions
was asked.

2. T contacted an individ-
ual in California who pro-
vided Unee or four persons

when *
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in San Francisco who pxck-

. eted a meeting of various

Democrats with signs say-

"~ ing, “Kennedy for Presi-

dent” or words to that éffect.
3. I had Senator Muskie

’ followed for two days while

he was in Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia. This was the one and
only time that I ever had

any candidate followed, and .

it was done pursuant to an
earlier suggestion from Mr.
Chapin that I have a famili-

. arity with how. presxdentlal

candidates traveled .
In January of - 1972 I re-

ceived a sum .of $5, 000 from

Mr. XKalmbach. This  sum

- was paid following -my re-

quest  for additional monies
to cover my travel -expenses.
On or about January 15,
1972, I received my last: b1-
weekly cheek in the siim of
$667 from a trust acount ap-
parently maintained by Mr.
Kalmbach. At about this
time Mr.

than receiving futher mo-
nies by check he,preferred
that we “switch to green.”
On or about March 1, 1972, I

‘received the sum- of $5000

in cash from Mr.. Kalm-
bach’s secretary, and on or

about March 23, 1972, I re-

ceived the sum of $25 000 in

cash from Mr. ‘Kalmbach..

This latter payment was

‘made upon my request for

the sum of $5,000 which I
anticipated was needed to

cover my traveling and sal- .

ary expenses. It was my im-

‘pression at the time that the

extra $20,000 was given to
me so.that I would not have

. to contact Mr. Kalmbach on

a frequent basis. I -now be-
lieve that the new campaign

. law regardmg the reporting .

of ‘income “and disburse-
ments, had something to do
with this payment . . .

In December of 1971, I
traveled to the state or Fior-
ida for the purpose of seek-
ing additional contaets. Dur-
ing my visit I met with a
Mr. Robert Benz in Tampa,
Fla.,! and a Mr." Douglas
Kelly in Miami, Fla.
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plained to me that rather

TEXT, From: Al4

Mr. Benz and fVIr. Kelly
seemed knowledgeable as to
the inner workings of a po-
litical campaign and ex-
pressed a willingness to as-
sist me in my endeavors. In

_fact,. both young men

seemed to know much more
about how political cam-
paigns operated than I did.
Therefore, I gave to each a
modest sum and asked that
they make contact with
other persons who would be
of future assistance. The in-
tention was, as previously
indicated, to line up pickets,
recruit persons to ask hard
questions at news confer-
ences, and to obtain the
travel schedules of the vari-
ous Democratic candidates.
In early January, 1972, I
returned to Florida. At this
time Mr. Benz had obtained
two students to picket the
opening of Senator Jack-
son’s headquarters - in
Tampa, Fla., carrying
“Muskie for
signs or words to that effect.
He also recruited approxi-
mately ten persons to picket
a Muskie rally with signs
relating to Muskie’s reluc-
tance to consider a black
American as a running mate
In addition, Mr. Benz and
I collaborated in one way or
another on the following

- matters:

1. ‘A letter .on Senator

- Muskie’s stationary alleging
unauthorized use of govern- .

ment typewriters by his
- staff. This Ietter was sent to
various persons whom I do
not recall at this time.

2. The placing of posters
stating, “Help Muskie In
Bussing More Children
Now.” The poster bore the
legend - “Mothers Backing
Muskie Committee.” Ap-
proximately 100 to 150 such
posters were: d1str1buted or
posted by me 1

3. The placmg of stink
bombs at a Muskie picnic
and at the Muskie headquar-
ters.

4. The sendlng of a letter
on Muskie stationery accus-
ing Senators Jackson and
Humphrey of sexual impro-
prieties. I would like to
make clear that this letter

was my idea and was not -

suggested by any other per-
son. I assume full responsi-
bility for its contents. Each
and every allegation in the
letter was untrue and with-
out any basis in fact. It was
not my desire to have any-
one believe the letter, but
instead it was intended to
create confusion among the
various candidates. It is my
belief that from 20 to 40

President” -

such letters were sent out,

mainly to Senator Jackson’s
supporters. I deeply regret
that I initiated this incident
and wish to apologize pub-
licly for this stupid act. I
can only hope that this apol-
ogy will in some way rectify
the harm done to these sen-
I ators and their families ...

Mr. Douglas Kelly as-
sisted me ... in placing an
ad in a college newspaper
statmg

“Wanted, Sincere genﬂe-
man seeks running mate.
White preferred but natural
sense of rhythm no obstacle.
Contact E. Muskie.” ‘

He also helped me place
an ad in the classified sec-
tion of the Miami 'Sunday

" Sun-Reporter stating:

“Senator Musk?e would
you accept a J evwsh running
mate?” and another ad in
the same newspaper stating:

“Senator Muskie. You
wouldn’t accept a Black or
an American Indian, would
you accept a Jewish running
mate?” )

There was also an ad that
was placed in a local Cuban
newspaper and on a local ra-
dio station which stated:

“Muskie believes all peo-
ple have a right to choose
any type of government that -
they want. The Cuban peo-
ple are no exception and

- the United States should not

interfere. If elected Muskie

, will attempt to ease the ten-

sions between the United
Statés and Cuba. He was
born in Maine and is a good
American. Vote -for Ed
Muskie.”
l We also dlstmbuted some
iers inviting the public to
i;nonemstent open-house at
uskie’s headquarters in
Miami .. :

At this time, it is my best
gecollection that I paid Mr.
Kelly and Mr. Benz a total
of approximately $5,500.00.

In February of 1972, a
man called me, 1dent1fymg
himself as Ed Warren. From
a prier conversation with
Mr. Chapin, I had been in-
formed that a person would
call me who would give me
assistance. In Miami, Fla., I
met with Mr. Warren and
another individual who was
introduced to me as George
Leonard. I now recognize Ed
Warren as being Mr. E.
Howard Hunt. I have been
unablé to identify Mr.
George Leonard; however, it
is my understandlng that he
was probably G. Gordon
Liddy.

Mr. Warren provided me
with the name of a printer
in Miami whom I subse-
quently ‘used for various
purposes. I recall meeting
Mr. Warren a second time in
June, 1972, at the Sheraton
Four Ambassadors Hotel in
Miami, Fla. During this
meeting Mr. Warren sug-
gested that I put together a
group- of peaceful demon-



strators to picket the Doral

Hotel during the Demo-
cratic Convention, at which
time another group of pick-
ets was to join in the dem-
onstration and act in an un-

ruly manner. It was ex- .

plained to me that the bad-
conduct of the crowd would
be blamed on Senator Mec-
Govern. It was never my in-
tention to create, nor did I
ever participate in, any kind
of physical violence, and Mr.
Warren’s plan . was some-
thing in which I did not
want to get involved.

As fate would have it, the
"Watergate: burglary pre- |

ceded these plans and they
were never carried out.

At this point I would like
to state to the committee
that at no time did I ever
have any knowledge of, nor
did I participate in, the

Watergate “burglary or any -

activity involving electronic
surveillance . . .

On April 1, 1972, (April
Fool’s Day) in Milwaukee,
Wis., Mr. Benz and I distrib-
uted a flier advertising a
free all-you:can-eat Ilunch
with drinks at Hubert Hum-
phrey’s headquarters. I have
given the committee and the
special prosecutor’s office a
copy of the flier. There was,
of course, no such party.

Also in April of 1972, in
regponse to a telephone call

from Mr. Warren, I flew to |

Washington, D.C. I had Mr.
Kelly meet me there. Sena-
tor Muskie was to .have a
fund-raising dinner at the
Washington Hilton Hotel,
and Mr. Kelly and I, ostensi-
bly acting for Muskie organ-
izers, ordered flowers, piz-
zas and liquor for the cam-
paign workers. In addition,
we invited certain foreign
guests and provided for
their delivery to the din er
by chauffeured limousine, A
magician was also hired to
attend the dinner and to en-
tertain. We also made in-
quiries about renting an ele-
phant, but were unable to
make the necessary arrange-

ments. The purpose of all

this was to cause confusion
at the Muskie dinner . , .

During 1972, 1 performed
activities of a similar, but
less extensive and signifi-
cant nature, in other states.
I have given a full state-
ment to this committee’s
staff regarding these events,
I 'believe my activities in
these other states produced
little, -if any, commotion,
and.do not need to be elabo-
rated on in this statement. I
also feel that many innocent
persons would be hurt if I
were to disclose the names
of all persons I contacted in
my travels . . .

In July of 1972, Mr. Kelly
and I made arrangements
for a small plane to fly ‘over
the Democratic Convention
Center with a trailer
reading; ‘

“Peace, pot, promiscuity, -
Vote MeGovern.”

*. This was my last political -
activity of the 1972 cam-
paign.

After news stories began
mentioning my name, I
sought legal counsel from
Mr. John W. Dean. I met
Mr. Dean through Mr., Cha-
pin and Mr. Strachan, Over
a period of months Mr,
Dean acted as my lawyer
and I confided in him in this
capacity. At Mr. Dean’s re-
quest, I made a tape record-
ing explaining my activities
in 1971 and 1972 and gave it
to-him. I also prepared a
written statement and gave

_it, along  with many docu-
ments, to an attorney in Los
Angeles, Calif., who was
Suggested as counsel by Mr,
Dean. It is my understand-
ing that this attorney sent
to Mr. Dean copies of the
material left with him and
that Mr. Dean subsequently
turned over saig material,
which were obviously in-
tended to bpe confidential
and part of the attorney-
client privilege, to this com-
mittee, Although I fee] that
Mr. Dean betrayed by confi.
dence, I do wish to state
that at no time did he tenl
me to be anything but hop-
est and truthful with . the
Federal Bureay of Investiga-
tion and the United States
attorney’s office . , .

I am sure that this Com-
mittee is now aware that my

-activities have been blown
.out of all proportion by the
hews media. I accept the |
fact that most of my present
broblems are the direct re.
sult of my own conduct.

However, I cannot help
but feel that I have been
abused by rumor, character
assassination, innuendo and
a complete disregard for the
privacy of myself, my friends
and my family, T have liter-
ally had to avoid the on-
slaught of the media during
the past year, and their at-
tempts to get a story at all

costs. I understand that un-
der various guises, some of
the news media illegally ob-
tained my telephone, bank
account and credit card re.
cords, and generally con-
ducted their investigationg
without an concern for my
rights.

Nevertheless, this in no
way lessens my sincere be-
lief that my activities were
wrong and have no place in
the American political sys-
tem. To the extent my activ-
ities have harmed other per-
Sons and the political pro-
cess, I have the deepest re-
grets. . :




