
i'nnouncing that he was pre' 
senting evidence against Ag-
new to a federal grand jury. 

Warren also reported that 
Richardson yesterday assured 
the White House that Assist-
ant Attorney General Henry 
E. Petersen was not the source 
of leaks about Agnew, which 
th Vice President Saturday 
described as "malicious and 
outrageous." 	• 

After Agnhw assailed Peter-
sen Saturday in a Los Angeles 
speech, Richardson issued a 
statement defending him. Yes-, 
terday the White House coun-
sel's office telephoned Rich-
ardson and he assured the 
White House that Petersen 

"has not talked to the news 
media," Warren said. • 

"The attorney General said 
his investigation (of leaks) is 
still under way," Warren said. 
Mr. Nixon has not communi-
cated with Richardson directly 
since the Vice President's 
speech, Warren said. 

The Agnew attack against a 
presidential appointee and his 
charge that Petersen is moti-
vated by his "ineptness" in the 
Watergate and other eases ap-
peared to be almost a direct 
attack on the President. 

But. Warren repeated that 
"there are no strained rela- 

See AGNEW, AG, Col. I 

J. FRED BUZHARDT 
. . "trying to be helpful" 

On Capitol Hill, House 
Speaker Carl Albert (D-Okla.) 
said that his decision not to 
seek a House inquiry as re-
quested by the Vice President Still stands. 
• Albert insisted that he was 
not politically motivated in his 
stand. His 'decision against 
asking for an inquiry "was'  
based on lots of study by my-
self, by the Jndiciary Commit. 
tee and its staff, and others," 
he told newsmen, and ','as'  "not based on political consid-
erations." 

Rep. Paul Findley (R-I11.), 
author of a resolution for ap-
pointment of a special commit: 
tee, to study whether impeach-
ment proceedings should be 
begun against Agnew, made 
public a letter urging the 
speaker to reconsider his posi-tion. 

If the House takes a hands-
off attitude while the matter 
is before the courts, a cloud 
may hang over Agnew for sev-
eral years, Findley said. Yet 
Agnew will be only "a heart-
beat away froin the presi- 
dency," Findley. wrote. 	- 

-On the Senate side of the 
Capitol. 	Minority.,. ,Leader 
Hugh Scott. (R-Pa.) defended 
Agnew's position 'on the leaks. 

In a meeting with reporters, 
Scott said that "the massive 
amount - of stories released 
about the Vice President rep-
resents an-:injustice to the 
Vice President. I'm not blam-
ing the press I'm not blaming 
anyone. But I assume someone 
in the goyernment" is respon-
sible. 
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Role 'Indirect,' 1Vhite House Says 

Buzhardt In on Agnew Talks 
By Carroll -Kilpateick- 

‘Va,hinston Post Staff Writer 
The White House yesterday 

confirmed reports that presi-
dential counsel J. Fred Buz-
hardt was involved "in an in-
direct way" in negotiations be-
tween Vice President Agnew's 
lawyers and the Justice De-
partment. 

Buzhardt was acting with 
the approval of President 
Nixon, the Vice President and 
Attorney General Elliot L. 
Richardson, deputy press sec-
retary Gerald L. Warren said. 

The negotiations, which 
have been described as plea 
bargaining, were unsuccessful, 
Richardson said last week in 

AGNEW, Froin Al 
tions between the President 
and the Vice President." No 
one in the. White House has 
"nressured" the Vice' Presi-
dent to resign; he said. 

Nevertheless, Warren . con 
firmed reports that. Buzhardt`: 
played 	role in;Lttie tedis_eds- 

. s ion ss  between thy. V e8 
` dent's attorneys and Justid 

Department attorneys Who re-
portedly were seeking a com-
promise involving the Vice 
President's resignation. 

Newsweek magazine is say-
ing iri its current ,issue-.that 
Buzhardt held, aik  least' three 
meetings with the attorneys 
for' the government and for 
Agnew "to explore .' the 
chances the Veep might ac-
cept reduction of charges or 
sentence in return for his res-
ignation and -guilty plea." 

Warren said . yesterday that 
Buzhardt "was trying to .be 
helpful when desired by. the 
Attorney ,General or the Vice 
President's: attorneys • in the 
procedures then taking place." 
He declined to say what the 
procedures were. . 	. 

Waren maintained that Buz-
hardt was "not dictating any 
substantive proceeding" or ad-
vocating any 'Substantive 
course of action and was not 
involved in direct negotia-
tions. Buzhardt -was ."involved 
in an indirect way," he said. 

When the negotiations were 
under way there were re-
peated reports: vigorously de-
nied at the White House, that 
Mr. Nixon was seeking the 
Vice Presidentls resignation. 

As Warren described it yes-
terday, Buzhardt took part in 

. the negotiations when re-
quested to do so by either 
side, and he did so with the 
President's approval. 

1,eciaring that it would be 
inappropriate for him to dis-
cuss details of the negotia-
tions, Warren said that "too 
much has been said about 
them already," a reference to 
the leaks. 	. 	. 

Agnew's attorneys have peti-
tioned the federal district 
court in. Baltimore to halt the 
grand jury Investigation, and 
Agnew-d eelatexl--Sattirday that 
he would-not resign even if in-
dieted. He charged that stories 
reporting that he was under in-
vestigation _were leaked by 
federal prosecutors. 
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