Justice Broke Rules in
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own ground rules  when it

rin, a former national
aide.

J According to legal papers
ifiled in a civil suit, former At-
‘torney General John N. Mitch.
ell was never asked for per-
mission to renew the wiretap
despite a- departmental rule’
requiring renewed authority
every 90 days. :

The documents ‘also show
that Halperin was under elec-
tronie surveillance by the FBI
long after he had quit the gov-
ernment and during a period
when he was an adviser to
Sen: Edmund Muskie (g)—
Maine), then a potential presi-
_dential condidate. .

‘The legal papers
turned up in the civil suit that
Halperin filed aginst Mitchell
Secretary of State Henry A.
Kissingér, and other top offi-
cials or former officials, :

The reply brief on behalf of
defendants shows that. Halpe-
rin was being wiretapped from
May 12, 1969, until Feb. 10,
1971. .. . s

The  administration has
claimed that Halperin’s tap
was placed in the interests of

security

3

. The Justice Department ap-
barently failed to observe its

spent 21 months tapping the
telephone of Morton H. Halpe-

-| therization for any specific pe-

have

—

national security. Nﬂrmally,
according to Justice officials,
the . department followed 4
rule of requiring renewals of
such wiretaps to be authorized
every 90 days by the Attorney
!General. )

However, the rule seems to
have been- ignored in Halpe-
rin’s case. Mitchell, in a sepa-
'rate reply brief to Halperin’s
i suit, does not dispute the com-
plaint that he authorized the
first placement of a wiretap.

l

s, T o
name to the FBI. Kissinger at
the time was President Nix-.
on’s national security adviser
and head of the staff for
which Halperin was a- consult- |
ant. Poad
Based on Kissinger’s inform-
ation and other informatjdn
available to the FBI, agents of
the FBI installed the tap ‘on
Halperin’s home in Bethesda,

the defendants said in the
brief. " El

Haly

In their brief, the defend-
ants admit that summaries of
the conversations . overheard
on-the Halperin wiretap were
made available by the FBI to
Kissinger, Alexander Haig,
who is now chief of the White
House staff, and H. R- Halde-
man, the former chief of staff,

Kissinger is named in the

brief as. the government offi-
cial who first gave Halperin’s

But he said he “. . . was never
requested to. extend such ‘au-

|

|

riods of time.” :

In a -fuller reply brief by’,‘
Mitchell and other defendants,
the. former and present offi- |
cials admit that after the first |
‘tap was authorized in May,!
1369, no further authorizations ‘
were .either sought or author-
ized. . .

The Justice Department de-
jcliaed to comment on the ap-
'parent departure from the na-
{tional securiyy wiretapping
ground rules. A spol«:esmanJ
said no cac. would comment
while the Halpewsn suit is
the courts. I

Halperin was one of 17 per {
sons whom the government!
‘has admitted wiretapping in|
connection with national secu- |
rity affairs, presumably in its
attempts to curb naws leaks.

He  apparently was  sub-

-|jected to the longest. of the

‘tmonths.

taps. Kissinger has testified |
that the longest one was 21
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