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Sirieato Cut

Watergate
Sentences

By '1‘1mothy S. Robinson
Washington Post Staff Writer |
U.S. District Chief Judge;
John J. Sirica said yesterday
that he would reduce the pri-
son sentences of five of the
original Watergate defendants.

“It was never my intention,
and again 1 repeat with em-
shasis, that the maximum
arms of the provisional sen-
ances | should become  the
erms .of the final sentencges,”
sirica said in a prepared state-
nent. “In this case, such a
lisposition would not only be
iwarranted but unjust.

_ Sirica called the five men—

Howard Hunt Jr., Virgilio
Gonzales Eugenio Martlnez
Frank Sturgis and Bernard
Barker — into his courtroom:
yesterday to read the . state-
ment to them. All five have;
been  incarcerated in federal;
prisons since last. March when!
S1r1ca imposed, prowsmnal sen-’
tences ‘of up to 35 years 1n the
case of each man.

All five men have filed mo-,
tions recently askmg that they
be allowed to. change their
guilty pleas to innocent, Hunt’
has. asked. in addltmn that
charges against him be dis-
missed altogether, -

Sirica said yesterday that he
was: reading the statement

~goncerning the sentences to

the men because of “what ap-
pears to be a w1despread mis-
understanding” about the pos-
sible lengths of their prison
terms.

“It has been w1de1y reported
that these men have been
finally sentenced to. lpnson‘
terms of 30, 40 or 55 years,”
Sirica said. He did not say’
where these report%had been
made, !

However, as recentl;gtas last.
week before the Senate Water-|
gate - committee, defendantl
 Hunt said that he faced a
prison sentence “that may
keep me confined for §he rest
of my life.” I

When he 1 vied the sen-:
tences, Sirica ‘said " that the'
final sentences he eventually
would impose would be based
on whether the men.gave thelr:
“full cooperation” fo ongoing

- Watergate investigations.

All the men have done so,
and at least two of them-—
Barker and ' Gonzales — face
possible future indictments as
a result of a grand jury probe
into the break-in of Pentagon
papers defendant Daniel Ells-
berg’s psychiatrist’s office.

The statute under which
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Sirica 1mpgsea “The provisipnal
sentences mrowdes only 'that,

_the maximum sentence be

given at that time,-.. o
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Sirica sa1d that if he rules!
against” the 'defendants and
their motions fo change their
pleas, ' their “final sentences
will - be " imposed “in’. accord.
,with (a) sense of Just'lce and
‘in accord Wlﬂ'l the relevant
principles of, law.” d

“And it w111 be  perfectly
apparent at that time, if that
time comes, that such disposi-
tion was predicated as it
should be, upon fairress, com-
passion, understanding:and
justice,” the judge said.

Sirica’s sentencing -of . the
Watergate conspirators = was
criticized 1last July by the
American’ 'Civil -Liberties
Union.

“While - Judge Smtca’s -in-

terest in- obtaimng the full
story is- laudable neve;'theless

or 1h1phed ‘upon a ¢
defendant::" .
raises serious civil 1
problems ", the’ JACLU. s
a 26-page posmon paper.

lowed the defendants addi-;
tional time to write affldé"wts
in support of their motlons to
change their pleas. N

He ordered the affidavits,
now due next week, for the
men to spell out. thelr claums
that they were coerced into
entering their guilty pleas as
well as any  other circum-
stances in which those pleas
were entered.

Sirica = yesterday also al-|
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‘Maria Elena Moffett, daughter of conthed'Watergate

g consplrator -Bernargd . Barker,

talks

W»:th newsmen. '



