
W
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„ 
S

egretti P
leads G

u
ilty for Im

m
u

n
ity 

A
ssociated P

ress 
D

onald H
. S

egretti talks w
ith new

sm
en after pleading guilty to three m

inor political sabotage charges. 
■ 

B
y G

eorge L
ardner Jr. 

- 
W

ashington P
ost S

taff W
riter 

D
onald H

. S
egretti pleaded 

g
u
ilty

 y
esterd

ay
 to

 th
ree m

i-
nor counts' of political S

abo=
 

tag
e u

n
d
er an

 arran
g
em

en
t 

w
ith W

atergate special prose-
cutor A

rchibald C
ox that w

as 
quickly sealed by court order. 

S
eg

retti, 3
2
, faces a m

ax
i-

m
um

 penalty of three years in 
prison and $3,000 in fines for 
the three m

isdem
eanors, all of 

th
em

 stem
m

in
g
 fro

m
 h

is u
n
-

dercover w
ork during the 1972 

F
lo

rid
a p

resid
en

tial p
rim

ary
 

cam
paign. 

F
ederal D

istrict Judge G
er-

hard A
. G

esell postponed sen-
ten

cin
g
 u

n
til co

m
p
letio

n
 o

f a 
background interview

 and re-
p
o
rt b

y
 th

e co
u
rt's p

ro
b
atio

n
 

office. 
N

ow
 cooperating w

ith gov-
ernm

ent P
rosecutors and S

en-
ate in

v
v
estig

ato
rs in

 retu
rn

 
fo

r im
m

u
n
ity

 fro
m

 fu
rth

er 
prosecution, S

egretti indicated 
th

at h
e w

o
u
ld

 set o
u
t th

e fu
ll 

ex
ten

t o
f h

is esp
io

n
ag

e w
o
rk

 
b
efo

re th
e S

en
ate W

aterg
ate 

com
m

ittee, w
hich is expected 

to call him
 on W

ednesday. 
T

he boyisM
aced C

alifornia 
law

y
er rep

o
rted

ly
 h

elp
ed

 as-
sem

b
le a cro

ss-co
u
n
try

 n
et-

w
o
rk

 o
f am

ateu
r sp

ies an
d
 

sab
o
teu

s last y
ear o

n
 b

eh
alf 

o
f P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n
's re-elec-

tion effort. 
W

h
en

 Ju
d
g
e G

esell ask
ed

 
w

h
eth

er an
y
 p

ro
m

ises h
ad

 
been m

ade that prom
pted S

eg-
retti to plead guilty, assistant 
W

atergate special prosecutor 
R

ich
ard

 D
av

is h
an

d
ed

 th
e 

co
u
rt a letter o

f u
n
d
erstan

d
-

ing w
ith the request that it be 

sealed. 

It w
as th

e first tim
e th

at 
C

o
x
's o

ffice h
as ask

ed
 th

at 
governm

ent's inducem
ents in 

re
tu

rn
 fo

r a
 g

u
ilty

 p
le

a
 b

e
 

kept secret. W
hen Jeb

.  S
tuart 

M
ag

ru
d
er an

d
 F

red
 L

aR
u
e 

p
lead

ed
 g

u
ilty

 earlier th
is 

y
e
a
r to

 c
o
n
sp

ira
c
y
 in

 th
e
 

W
atergate scandal, the under-

standings w
ere m

ade a part of 
the court record. 

In
 b

o
th

 th
o
se cases, C

o
x
 

said the governm
ent w

ould re-
co

m
m

en
d
 th

at sen
ten

cin
g
 b

e 
postponed until com

pletion of 
the trials of anyone im

plicated 
by their testim

ony. 
D

av
is, w

h
o
 is in

 ch
arg

e o
f 

C
ox investigation of so-called 

S
eg

retti to
ld

 Ju
d
g
e G

esell 
th

at h
e an

d
 B

en
z w

o
rk

d
 to

-
g
eth

er in
 fab

ricatin
g
 a letter 

on C
itizens for M

uskie station-
ery accusing S

ens. H
enry M

. 
Jackson (D

-W
ash.) and H

ubert 
H

. H
um

phrey (D
-M

inn.) of sex-
u
al m

isco
n
d
u
ct. T

h
e letter 

w
as distributed in the T

am
pa 

area th
ree d

ay
s b

efo
re th

e 
1972 F

lorida presidential pri-
m

ary. 
H

ired
 o

n
 th

e recom
m

enda-
tio

n
 o

f h
ig

h
 W

h
ite. H

o
u
se 

aides in m
id-1971, S

egretti said 
he also conspired w

ith B
enz in 

th
e d

istrib
u
tio

n
 o

f card
s at a 

F
lo

rid
a rally

 fo
r A

lab
am

a 
G

ov. G
eorge C

. W
allace that  

"d
irty

 trick
s" in

 last y
ear's 

p
resid

en
tial cam

p
aig

n
, in

d
i-

cated
 to

 rep
o
rters th

at later 
som

e-other "prom
ises" dealing 

w
ith

 S
eg

retti's situ
atio

n
 also

 
w

ere m
ade, but, he refused to 

indicate w
hat they w

ere. 
R

leased on his ow
n recog-

nizance, S
egretti next w

ent be-
fore C

hief U
.S

.. D
istrict Judge 

Jo
h
n
 J. S

irica fo
r a tw

o
-m

in
-

u
te h

earin
g
 o

n
 req

u
ests b

y
 

b
o
th

 C
o
x
 a

n
d
 th

e
 S

e
n
a
te

 
W

aterg
ate co

m
m

ittee to
 im

-
m

unize S
egretti from

 prosecu-
tion for any further testim

ony. 
S

irica g
ran

ted
 b

o
th

 im
m

u
-

nity orders. H
e also signed im

-
m

u
n
ity

 o
rd

ers at a h
earin

g
 

said
: "If y

o
u
 

lik
e 

H
itle

 r, 
you'll love W

allace . . . V
ote 

or M
uskie." 

S
eg

retti p
lead

ed
 g

u
ilty

 in
 

co
n
n
ectio

n
 w

ith
 th

ese in
ci-

d
en

ts to
 tw

o
 co

u
n
ts o

f ille-
gally distributing political lit-
erature and one count of con-
sp

ira
c
y
. A

. fo
u
rth

 c
o
u
n
t 

against him
, involving a phony 

letter on C
itizens for M

uskie 
statio

n
ery

 alleg
in

g
 th

at co
n
-

gressional equipm
ent and per-

so
n
n
el fro

m
 th

e o
ffices o

f 
R

ep
. S

am
 G

ib
b
io

n
s (D

-F
la.) 

w
ere b

ein
g
 u

sed
 at M

u
sk

ie's 
T

am
pa headquarters, w

as drop-
ped. 

earlier in
 th

e d
ay

 fo
r S

en
ate 

testim
ony by tw

o of S
egretti's 

alleg
ed

 F
lo

rid
a asso

ciates, 
R

obert M
. B

enz, 25, a forniei 
president of the T

am
pa Y

oung 
R

ep
u
b
lican

s, an
d
 M

artin
 I). 

K
elly, 22, of M

iam
i, a one-tim

e 
state president of the C

ollege 
Y

oung R
epublicans. 

B
enz w

as nam
ed a coconspi-

rato
r in

 th
e ch

arg
es ag

ain
st 

S
eg

retti, b
u
t h

e w
as n

o
t in

-
dicted. K

elly, w
ho reportedly 

;received m
ore than 50 phone 

calls from
 S

egretti, also testi-
fied

 b
efo

re th
e fed

eral g
ran

d
 

jury in T
am

pa that originally 
investigated S

egretti's activi-
ties. 
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