
W
ash

in
gton

 D
irector is op

tim
istic ab

ou
t im

p
each

m
en

t 
C

harles M
organ, Jr. is a rem

arkable m
an and as one 

A
C

L
U

 staffer put it, "I'm
 sure glad he's on our side and 

not against us." M
organ is the D

irector of the N
ational 

A
C

L
U

 office in W
ashington, D

.C
., w

here he is in charge 
of the A

C
L

U
 pursuit of civil liberties in C

ongress and the 
F

ederal G
overnm

ent. O
bviously, that is no sm

all job. 
M

organ began w
orking for A

C
L

U
 in B

irm
ingham

, 
A

labam
a in the early '60's w

here he w
as a leading figure 

in the civil rights m
ovem

ent. H
e then becam

e D
irector of 

the A
C

L
U

 S
outhern R

egional O
ffice in A

tlanta, G
eorgia 

w
here he continued that.w

ork. H
e has been the attorney 

on m
any of the A

C
L

U
's m

ost fam
ous cases in the past ten 

y
ear's an

d
 to

d
ay

 h
e is still in

 th
e fo

refro
n
t o

f A
C

L
U

 
activ

ity
. W

ith
 th

e cam
p
aig

n
 fo

r im
p
each

m
en

t o
n
, h

e 
again is providing strong leadership. 

E
v
er sin

ce th
e W

aterg
ate related

 scan
d
als b

eg
an

, 
M

organ has been w
atchdogging the events for the sake of 

civ
il lib

erties. H
e so

u
g

h
t a n

ew
 trial fo

r th
e o

rig
in

al 
W

atergate defendants, he criticized the lack of cross-
exam

ination in the S
enate hearings, he protested Judge 

Sirica ' s sen
ten

cin
g

 p
ro

ced
u

res, h
e d

efen
d

ed
 A

g
n

ew
 

ag
ain

st leak
s ab

o
u

t h
is case to

 th
e p

ress an
d

 h
e is  

representing som
e of the people w

ho N
ixon had w

iretaps 
placed on. 

Ju
st after th

e N
atio

n
al A

C
L

U
 B

o
ard

 p
assed

 th
e 

im
peachm

ent resolution this m
onth, M

organ w
as in S

an 
'F

ran
cisco

 w
h

ere h
e m

et w
ith

 A
C

L
U

-N
C

 staff, B
o

ard
 

m
em

b
ers an

d
 C

h
ap

ter rep
resen

tativ
es. D

u
rin

g
 th

at 
m

eetin
g
, h

e ex
p
lain

ed
 w

h
y
 it is n

ecessay
 to im

peach 
R

ichard N
ixon. 

H
e b

eg
an

 b
y

 p
o

in
tin

g
 o

u
t th

at th
e strateg

y
 an

d
 

d
irectio

n
 o

f A
C

L
U

 is an
d
 m

u
st co

n
tin

u
e ch

an
g
in

g
 

because the "loss of the S
uprem

e C
ourt w

as the loss of 
the m

ajor instrum
ent available to the A

C
L

U
." T

oday, he 
says w

e face a judiciary that is less and less w
illing to 

effect social change. "It is the juries that are opposing the 
g
o
v
ern

m
en

t an
d
 it is th

ey
 th

at w
e m

u
st rely

 o
n
 in

 th
e 

future. W
e have to m

ove tow
ard m

ore jury trials." 
In 1964, 90 percent of the A

C
L

U
's cases w

ere am
icus 

curiae 
a
n
d

 n
o
w

 9
0
 p

e
rc

e
n
t o

f th
e
m

 a
re

 d
ire

c
t 

representations of clients. H
e said that w

e can no longer 
be satisfied to sim

ply file a piece of paper in w
hich w

e 
argue a lofty, "pure" civil liberties point and then w

alk 

C
H

A
R

L
E

S M
O

R
G

A
N

, D
irector of N

ational A
C

L
U

's 
L

egislative O
ffice, explains his view

s on im
peachm

ent at 
m

eeting in S
an F

rancisco. 
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