
HOWARD JEWEL announces unprecedented ACLU position on 
impeachment at press conference: "The ACLU believes he should be 
accomodated in his request." 

T476476 	A31 TVA. 
213 )130?i . -11.3 VD SE 

•CI S9WV1 S8W/2114 
9L 96 90 

aciu 0 
Volume XXXVIII 
	

San Francisc October 1973  ) 

ACLU calls for impeach 
The American Civil Liberties Union today 
(October 4) called for the impeachment of 
Richard M. Nixon. 	 P 

The organization, pursuant to aote by 
its Board of Directors last Sunday, called 
for the President's impeachment on six 
grounds "affecting civil liberties," 
including specific, proved violations of the 
rights of political dissent; usurpation of 
Congressional vvarmaking powers; 
establishment of a personal secret police.  
which committed crimes; attempted 
interference in the trial of Daniel Ellsberg; 
distortion of the system of justice; and 
perversion of other federal agencies. Full 
text of the ACLU's resolution follows: 

RESOLUTION ON 
IMPEACHMENT OF 

PRESIDENT RICHARD M. NIXON 
BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

OF THE AMERICAN 
CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 
SEPTEMBER 30, 1973 • 

WHEREAS, there is now substantial 
public evidence a President Nixon's 
participation in high crimes and 
misdemeanors; and, 

WHEREAS, these acts have violated 
the civil liberties of the people of the 
United States and the rule of law; 

THEREFORE, the American Civil 
Liberties. Union calls iipon the'l-lonse of 
Representatives of the Congress of the 
United. States to initiate impeachment 
proceedings against Richard M. Nixon. 

Impeachment should be predicated on 
the following grounds affecting civil 
liberties: 

He and his closest aides have organized 
and conducted a deliberate assault on civil 
liberties by authorizing massive invasions 
of the First Amendment rights of citizens 
of the United States. On July 25, 1970, 
he personally approved the Huston Plan 
for domestic political surveillance and 
espionage by such methods as burglary, 
wiretapping and eavesdropping, mail 
covers, and military spying on civilians. 
These methods of political surveillance 
were employed against dissenters, political 
opponents, news reporters, and 
government employees. He and his aides  

employed governmental powers to harrass 
and punish critics of his administration 
regarded by them as "enemies." He and 
his aides interfered with a free press 
through the use of wiretaps, FBI 
investigations, and threats of criminal 
prosecutions. He secretly recorded 
conversations in his own office without 
advising the participants. He and his aides 
interfered with the rights of peaceable 
assembly , and' protegt'Witftliea'i'regebt.-  
thousands of persons on' May Day 1971 
and on many other occasions. 

He has ursurped the war-making 
powers of Congress, as in the bombing of 
neutral Cambodia, and he deliberately 
concealed the bombing from Congress and 
the people of the United States; and he has 
announced he would do so again under 
similar curcumstances. 

He established within the White House 
a personal secret police ("the Plumbers") 
operating outside the restraints of the law, 
which engaged in criminal acts including 
burglaries, warrantless wiretaps, 
espionage and perjury. 

He and a principal aide offered a high 
federal post to the presiding judge during 
the Ellsberg trial and for a prolonged 
period he withheld from the Court 
knowledge of the burglary of the office of 

Dr. Ellsberg's psychiatrist. He and his 
aides interfered with and distorted the 
administration of justice through such acts 
as the effort to limit the scope of the FBI 
investigation of the Watergate break-in. 
He and his aides caused the politically 
motivated and unjustified prosecutions of 
dissenters and corrupted the constitutional 
function of grand juries to make them 
instruments4d4olitical surveillance and 
arrassment. • 
He has perverted and attempted to 

pervert the operation of various federal 
agencies, including the Department of 
Justice, the National Security Council, 
the Secret Service, the State Department, 
the Defense Department, and the Central 
Intelligence Agency by engaging them in 
political surveillance and in the 
falsification of information made available 
to Congress and the American people. 

STATEMENT OF HOWARD JEWEL 
Northern California Delegate to 
National ACLU Board and Vice-
Chairman of ACLU-NC 

While the ACLU does not contend that 
the revelations of Watergate (unlike the 
established violations of civil liberties) 

HOWARD JEWEL announces unprecedented ACLU position on 
impeachment at press conference: "The ACLU believes he should be 
accomodated in his request." 

T476476 	A31 TVA. 
213 )130?i . -11.3 VD SE 

•CI S9WV1 S8W/2114 
9L 96 90 

aciu 0 
Volume XXXVIII 
	

San Francisc October 1973  ) 

ACLU calls for impeach 
The American Civil Liberties Union today 
(October 4) called for the impeachment of 
Richard M. Nixon. 	 P 

The organization, pursuant to aote by 
its Board of Directors last Sunday, called 
for the President's impeachment on six 
grounds "affecting civil liberties," 
including specific, proved violations of the 
rights of political dissent; usurpation of 
Congressional vvarmaking powers; 
establishment of a personal secret police.  
which committed crimes; attempted 
interference in the trial of Daniel Ellsberg; 
distortion of the system of justice; and 
perversion of other federal agencies. Full 
text of the ACLU's resolution follows: 

RESOLUTION ON 
IMPEACHMENT OF 

PRESIDENT RICHARD M. NIXON 
BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

OF THE AMERICAN 
CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 
SEPTEMBER 30, 1973 • 

WHEREAS, there is now substantial 
public evidence a President Nixon's 
participation in high crimes and 
misdemeanors; and, 

WHEREAS, these acts have violated 
the civil liberties of the people of the 
United States and the rule of law; 

THEREFORE, the American Civil 
Liberties. Union calls iipon the'l-lonse of 
Representatives of the Congress of the 
United. States to initiate impeachment 
proceedings against Richard M. Nixon. 

Impeachment should be predicated on 
the following grounds affecting civil 
liberties: 

He and his closest aides have organized 
and conducted a deliberate assault on civil 
liberties by authorizing massive invasions 
of the First Amendment rights of citizens 
of the United States. On July 25, 1970, 
he personally approved the Huston Plan 
for domestic political surveillance and 
espionage by such methods as burglary, 
wiretapping and eavesdropping, mail 
covers, and military spying on civilians. 
These methods of political surveillance 
were employed against dissenters, political 
opponents, news reporters, and 
government employees. He and his aides  

employed governmental powers to harrass 
and punish critics of his administration 
regarded by them as "enemies." He and 
his aides interfered with a free press 
through the use of wiretaps, FBI 
investigations, and threats of criminal 
prosecutions. He secretly recorded 
conversations in his own office without 
advising the participants. He and his aides 
interfered with the rights of peaceable 
assembly , and' protegt'Witftliea'i'regebt.-  
thousands of persons on' May Day 1971 
and on many other occasions. 

He has ursurped the war-making 
powers of Congress, as in the bombing of 
neutral Cambodia, and he deliberately 
concealed the bombing from Congress and 
the people of the United States; and he has 
announced he would do so again under 
similar curcumstances. 

He established within the White House 
a personal secret police ("the Plumbers") 
operating outside the restraints of the law, 
which engaged in criminal acts including 
burglaries, warrantless wiretaps, 
espionage and perjury. 

He and a principal aide offered a high 
federal post to the presiding judge during 
the Ellsberg trial and for a prolonged 
period he withheld from the Court 
knowledge of the burglary of the office of 

Dr. Ellsberg's psychiatrist. He and his 
aides interfered with and distorted the 
administration of justice through such acts 
as the effort to limit the scope of the FBI 
investigation of the Watergate break-in. 
He and his aides caused the politically 
motivated and unjustified prosecutions of 
dissenters and corrupted the constitutional 
function of grand juries to make them 
instruments4d4olitical surveillance and 
arrassment. • 
He has perverted and attempted to 

pervert the operation of various federal 
agencies, including the Department of 
Justice, the National Security Council, 
the Secret Service, the State Department, 
the Defense Department, and the Central 
Intelligence Agency by engaging them in 
political surveillance and in the 
falsification of information made available 
to Congress and the American people. 

STATEMENT OF HOWARD JEWEL 
Northern California Delegate to 
National ACLU Board and Vice-
Chairman of ACLU-NC 

While the ACLU does not contend that 
the revelations of Watergate (unlike the 
established violations of civil liberties) 



ial Impeachment Issue 

No. 8 

ment 
now constitute grounds for the 
impeachment of the President, recent 
polls show that a majority of Americans 
believe a) that the President is involved in 
Watergate and b) that he should not be 
impeached. The public seems to feel that 
impeachment is such a drastic measure 
that ad hoc measures such as the 
appointment of a special prosecutor and 
investigation by a select Senate committee 
are preferable. The President, against 
these ad hoc measures, has properly raised 
such defenses as executive privilege, 
separation of powers, and inherent 
powers of the presidency. 

As it now stands, a plethora of novel 
constitutional-law questions have started 
on their tortuous way to the United States 
Supreme Court while public confidence in 
government slowly erodes. 

An important motivation behind 
ACLU's resolution calling for 
impeachment is the belief that this precise 
constitutional formula provides a 
relatively quick, just, and efficient 
solution for airing the truth and resolving 
the doubts of Watergate. Procedural and 
separation of powers problems are solved 
by the Constitution itself. 

The House presents a resolution of 
impeachment which forms the basis of the 
charges which the_. Senate hears. The 
President is ftee to present any evidence 
he cares to. He can call witnesses, give his 
own testimony, cross-examine witnesses, 
etc., or he is free to present no evidence 
whatever. The Senate then votes, with a 
two-thirds vote required for conviction. If 
convicted the only penalty is removal from 
office and inability to hold further public 
office. (The impeachment process has 
been used 59 times in our history and has 
resulted in only four convictions by the 
Senate. About one half of those impeached 
by the House resigned before any further 
proceedings were had.) 

The President in his brief filed in the 
District of Columbia Court of Appeals 
argues, in effect, that he should be 
impeached since this is the only 
Constitutional remedy. Without agreeing 
in his reasoning, the ACLU believes that 
he should be accomodated in his request. 
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