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e eral Jury* 
Begins Probe 
of Agnew Case 

By Richard M. Cohen and Bill Richards 
Washington Post Staff Writers 

BALTIMORE, Sept 27—A special federal grand 
jury today began hearing witnesses and evidence 
against' Vice President Spiro T. Agnew in a history-
making attempt by prosecutors to indict a' sitting Vice 
President on criminal charges. 

The grand jury session, conducted under strict and 
elaborate security precau-
tions, lasted for about 7 

- hours, ending around 5 p.m. 
with the announcement that 
the panel would .not return 
for another session until 
some time next week. 

By then, legal "sources 
predict, Agnew's lawyers 
will be prepared to tile suit 
in an attempt to bloplc the 
investigation on constitu-
tional grounds. They have 
publicly contended that 
Agnew cannot be . investi-
gated by a grand jut, until 
he 1 first remove& from office'. 

None of Agnew's 'three 
lawyers—Jay H. Topkis and 
Martin London of New York 
and Judah Best of Washing-
ton—would comment ktoday 
on why they failed to file 
the promised papers before 
the grand jury began hear-
ing witnesses. Best had said 
last week that such a suit would be filed either yester-
day or today. 

The grand jury session, a 
marked exception to its 
usual half-day meetings, be- 
gan promptly at 10' a.m. 
when William J. Muth, an 
obscure Agnew • fund-raiser 
and Baltimore County pub-
lic relations man, entered 
the grand jury room, exer-
cised his Fifth Amendment 
right not to answer'-ques-
tions and exited within five 
minutes. 

His attorney, Phillip M. 
Sutley of Baltimore, told re- 
porters that Muth had been 
called in relation to the Ag-
new investigation and not as a witness in the grand jury's 
parallel probe of political 
corruption in Maryland be-
ing, conducted by , the same 
grand jury. 

Mtitlt himself denounced 
the probe and later admit-
' ted that he, too, fi a target 
of the grand jury 'investiga-
tion. He said that he was  

joined in the grans jury 
waiting room by out 15 
other persons, some of 
whom apparently were wait-
ing to testify. 
'George Beall, the U.S, at-

torney for Maryland refused 
to say when the grand jury 
would be summoned'',  back. 

keeping with the secrecy 
ounding any grand jury 

estigation and the de-
ailed security precautions 

taken for this one, Bean 
would not divulge the num-
ber of witnesses who testi-
fied. 

By early this morning, the 
43-year-old Federal Court-

wt/louse here was center stage 
for a media spectacular. 
About 100 newsmen lined 
the halls and stationed 
themselves at exits in the 
hope of spotting grand jury 
witnesses. So tight was the 
security that some of the 
grand jurors themselves 
were seen wandering the 
halls, apparently searching 
for a way into the restricted 
area. 

Federal marshals again ve-
strieted reporters from see-
ingyvho went into the grand 
jury room, cordoning off 
about half of the fifth floor 
of the courthouse where the 
panel was in session. The 
witnesses were led up to the 
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jury, room by a: back stairs 
from the fourth floor office 
of the 'U.S. attorney. 

Marshals and Ge ral 
Ser4ces Admini ion 
guards also barred n men 
from the courthouse's age 
in the rear af the building, 
and a special Justice Depart-
ment security expert, Win-
slow Joy, was detaileiktru-
perviSe the opera' 1, r• 

At, one point this morning,  

me marsnais seizes Lame 
tne 	rs of a • CBS tele 
sioew who were seen by 
gr 	jurors on the rooftop 
of an adjacent building. The 
marshals confiscated the 
film and equipment and led 
the three to Bean's office, 
where he personally interro-
gated them. 

Beall questioned them, 
they said later, about their 
equipment, asking if they 
could pick up sound from in-
side the courtroom and 
whether they could film the 
proceedings. At 2:30 p.m., 

about 21/2 hours after they 
were seized by the marshals, 
the three were released. 
Beall, they said, had given 
each of them a chicken 
salad sandwich, a= half pint 
of milk and a banana41a-
vored cake. He kept_the 
film. 

Tight security precautions 
have been in effect at every 
grand jury session since it 
became known publicly on 
Aug. 6 that Agnew was un-
der investigation. The grand 
jury, thus far, has handed 
down one indictment in 
what appears to be a mush-
rooming probe of political 
corruption in Maryland. On 
Aug. 23 the grand jury in-
dicted Agnew's successor as 
Baltimore County executive, 
Dafe Anderson., on 39 counts 
of briberA extortion and , 
conspiracy. Anderson has 
plegclern'Vt guilty to the 
charges. 

Agnew, meanwhile, was in 
Washington, attending to his 
official duties. He partici-
pated in a morning White 
House meeting with Presi-
dent Nixon, cabinet oials 
and Republican con es-
sional leaders. Later, he 
stood by in the Senate on 
the chance his vote might be 
needed to break a possible 
tie on a measure to acceler-
ate ,development of the Tri-
dent submarine. His vote 
was not needed. 

Agnew was notified Aug. 
2 in a letter from Beall 
that he was under inveitiga-
tion here on allegations that 
he had broken bribery, con- 

' spiracy, extortion and tax 
laws. 

The bulk of the case 
- against Agnew, sources said, 

are allegations that he re-
ceived kickbacks from Mary-
land architectural and engl- 

• neering firms while gover-
nor of Maryland from 1966 
'to 1969, and later as Vice 
President. 

Agnew has denied the 
allegations, calling some of 
them "damned lies." He has 

`prOclaimed his intention to 
remain in office and main-
tained that the grand, jury 
does not have jurisdiction 
over him. , 

For this reason, Agnew 
said on Tuesday, he asked 

House Speakeer Carl Al4errk 
tO:authoriZe a congressional 
investigation of the charges 
against him. In his letter to 
Albert, Agnew said that 'he 
had been advised by his law-
yers "that the constitution 
bars a criminal proceding of 
any kind—federal or state, 
county or town—against a 
PreSident or Vice President 
while he holds office." 

Albert denied the request 
yesterday,, prompting some 
knowledgeable legal sources 
to speculate that the rebuff 
was responsible for the de-
lay in filing the suit to block 
the grand jury. Albert's re-
fusal to allow the House to 
investigate the charges and 
Agnew's position that only 
the Congress can judge him 
could set the stage for • a 
constitutional collision that 
may be settled only by the 
Supreme Court. 

The grand jury, now deal-
ing, with both the Agnew in-
vestigation and the broader 
one of political corruption 
iri Maryland, is likely to ac-
celerate its schedule. The 
Agnew 	investigation, 
sources said, is under pres-
sure to meet certain dead-
lines imposed by the,  five-
year statute of limitations 
on some of the allegations • 
against Agnew. 

The federal statute of lim-
itations on bribery and _ex-
tortion expires five years af-
ter the date of the offense. 
FOr tax fraud, the statute is 
six ,years after the date a 
tax return is filed. 

Thus any possible grand 
jury indictment of Agnew 
on bribery or extortion 
charges resulting from acts 
committed while he was 
Maryland governor would 
have to be based on alleged 
violations committed in the 
last months of his Maryland 
administration or since he 
became Vice President. 

Conspiracy, is a different 
matter. There the govern-
ment need only prove that 
any conspiracy was kept 
alive by an "overt act" that 
would extend the statute. 

The legal situation, how-
ever, would be complicated 
if Agnew's lawyers sue to 
enjoin the grand •jury from 
hearing evidence against the 
Vice President. Such a suit, 
under • normal 	circum- 
stances, might take months 
to resolve and the statutes 
might expire. It is likely, 
though, that such a suit 
would be expeditiously han-
dled by the courts and re-
solved much quicker than 
an ordinary legal action. 

Moreover, the government 
might move to protect itself 
against the possiblity that 
the statutes might lapse by 
asking the, grand jury to hand 
up sealed indictments. The 
indictments, which would be 
destroyed in the event the 



■ government lost the suit, 
`,would be dated before the 
expiration of the statutes 
and could be opened after the court suit is resolved. 

Informed sources said, however, that the govern- ment's case does not rest en-
tirely on acts allegedly com-
mitted by Agnew when he was Maryland governor but also on acts allegedly com-
mitted while Vice President. , Moreover, these sources say, the government is prepared to ask for what could - 
amount to a multicount in-dictment. Many of these 
counts, the sources say, 
would not be affected by 
any approaching lapse of 
the statutes. 

In -addition to Agnew,, at least two of his Maryland as-s o at es—J. Walter Jones 
and L 1-E (Bud) Hammerman —have also 'been officially 
told they are targets of the 
grand jury. Jones, an An-napolis banker, is accused, 
sources said, of being an. Ag-
new intermediary in the al-
leged transmission of ,bribes. 

- -- Ile lias denied the / allega- 
tion, saying the money he 
collected was for Agnew's 
campaigns. 

Hammerman, a Baltimore 
mortgage banker and long- time Agnew friend, also de- 
nied any wrongdoing. Since then, however, informed sources have said that he is 

'cooperating with the prose-
cutors and providing them 
with information on Agnew. 
Tile allegations against Agnew, sources said, include 
statements from three Mary-
land contractors that they 
personally handed money over to him. In addition, 
sources said, other Mary-
land contractors have told prosecutors they turned 
money over to intermediar-
ies who, they said, later 
gave the funds to Agnew. 

Attorney general Elliot L. Richardson announced Tues-
day that the evidence would 
be submitted to the grand jury. The announcement 
came after the Justice De-
partment officials, including 
Richardson, and Agnew's 
lawyers had concluded sev-eral sessions of what one source i described 	as "delicate negotiations." 

The negotiations, sources said, involved a Justice' De-
partment offer to allow Ag-
new to plead guilty to a rel., atively 'minor charge if he 
would authorize a statement of facts that indicated he had received bribes. 

Richardson announced  

that the negotiations nad 
gotten howiler6 and were 
broken off. 

Judge Refuses to Void 
Charges Against Four 

TOWSON, Md., Sept. 27 
(AP — Saying the' cases 
sho Id be tried on their 
mer ts, Judge Robert E, Cla yesterday refused a 
raftof motions to void 
cha es against four persons 
indict  ed by the Baltimore 
Coukity grand jury. The 
grand jury has been investi-gating the county state's at-
torney's office. 

However, the judge did dis-
miss two of the nine charges 
against Louis W. Irvin, the 
chief investigator of the 
county office. 	app ruled 
that Irvin was n t a "public 
officer" as spec ied in one of the indictme ts. 

L,pwyers,t for •the four de-
fonolants,‘ Including State's 
Attorney amuel A. Green, 
Jr., have a . ued the indict-

_ rnents ret ned by, the 
county pane were defective 
on vario procedural 
grounds. 

But Clapp refused to dis-
miss the indictments, saying 
he felte cases were of 
such imp;t ance they should 
be tried on their merits, "rather than have me as' a 
single judge say right here 
these prosecutions must ter- minate." 	\• 

The two disiaissed indict-
mentsfagainst Iriin were for 
common law extortion and•
common law misconduct in 
office, both were cpnnected 
to an alleged plan to have 
the arrest record of a Ca-
tonsvipe gas station owner erased. 

*yin, \ 48, still ' faces 
charges of bribery, false pre-
tenses and obstruction of justice. 


