SEP 2 5 1973

W &%

El ,r

NYTimesg
~Agnew,
N1X0n and"

"The F uture

M%‘;By Tom Wicker

Spﬂm T. Agnews legal strategists
now, a‘];e said to be planning an attack
in F eral court on the right of ‘the
Governnent to bring ordinary criminal

charges against him. Their contention |

will :be“that under the Constitution a
Vice: .President must. be impeached,
convigted and removed from office
before‘he can be made to stand trlal
like any other citizen.

This is no doubt an effective strate-
gy, because on such a thorny Constitu-
tional, ‘question, with virtually no
precedent for a guide, argument and
appeal could go on for months, even
for ‘years. Then, if ij {Agnew’s theory
prevailed, any criminal charges against
him would have to be presented to
the House of Representatives for pos-
31ble impeachment; such an impeach-
ment would result in a trial in the
Senate, with a two-thirds majority
required for convmtlon and remdval.
Another possibility is that the De-
partment of Justice might opt, even
before the Vice President’s constitu-
tional - rights “are argued out, for the
difficult course of 1rnpeachment

Anyyway you look at it, this Agnew
strategy means that the whole matter
of criminal charges against him - will
take a long time to' resolve, durmg
which time he apparently has no in-
tention of resigning. Possibly for the
remainder of the sickened Nixon‘Ad-
ministration; “or a large part of it,
there'forea the nation will have a Vice
Pre51dent under a cloud at least parUlv
of his own colleagues’ making, wehiose
political career probably has been, de-
stroyed already, but who mights ne\:er-
theless succeed to the Presudency at‘
any moment. S

Already, it is clear that the same
kind ef long drawn out, Chinese
Jwater-torture -fiuture- is in store for
various Nixon ‘mer, p0551bly the Pres--
ident himself, involved in one way or
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another with the Watengate affaxr and
all its odorous fallout. At least several
iyears will pass before all the trials
now sure to take place can be com-
pleted; no one can be certain whenher
charges not now vigible may also have
to be brought;-#and the Watengate
prosecutor, Archibald Cox, is said to
befplanmmg to finish his professional
career in that post. He is 61 years old.

In addition to the virtual certainty
that the.Agnew and Watergate mat-
ters will Haunt this Administration—
including its top two men—for the

rest of its life, there is no historical -

parallel in this century to the scope

" and variety of all the mqumes suits,

trials and bargaining now going on in

cofinection with the activities of a

Premdent and his closest assaciates.
]

1973, tells the story 4In., just over two
columns of type,” ,un‘er\ fifteen sub-

present statiis of: six Congressxonal
mvest1gat1qns five grand'ijuries; five
civil . suxts, ‘the litigation:: over Mr.
Nixon’s tapes two current prosecu-
tm@,s of six former Administration of-
f1c1als including two Cabinet officers;
two cher officials who have pleaded
guilty to criminal charges; seven men
already convicted for the Watergate
break-in; three men, including a for-
meér' director of the F.BI and Mr.

Nixon’s former personal attorney who -

are  expected to plead guilty to crim-
inal charges; and an F.B.I,, I.R.S. and

investigation of one of Mr. Nixon’s
closest personal and political support-
ers,

Seven compame‘ were, lxsted as hav-

de“ aleicontributions 1o ‘this
extraordmary AdminiStration; its.rela-
tienship to another giant biéiness
concern is being probed by one of the
grand juries for illicit campaign and
other activities; the Secretary of Agri-
culture .is the target of one of the
civil suits, allegmg that milk support
prices were raised in return for'a cam-
paign contribution; and the Secretary
of State is a target of another civi
suit, alleging that he improperly ire-
tapped one of his own associates. The
President himself is the subject of a
House subcommittee inquiry - into
whether he misused Government funds

for his properties in Florida and Cali- -

fornia. 1

~-8everal things therefore may be said
with some assurance and they need
saying, The possibility of corruption
on such a’scale and on so many fronts,
for one-thingican hardly be the result
of some plot by Democrats, liberdls,
the press or people unreconciled®’to
Mr. Nixon’s re-election last year. And
if any or all of the alleged activities
had other parallels in past Administra-
tions, in no othetwere so many crim-
inal actions on such a scale alleged to
or suspected of so many so high in
authorlty.

For these reasons, it is factious to
argue. that if,Mr. Nixon can be shown
to have‘known nothing of the Water-
gate break-in or its cover-up, then he

" iIs blameéless for anything; and that

once that narrow question in settled,
he can lead the mation on to other
“imporfant business,” as if nothing
hadyhappened. It was Richard Nixon’s

-leadership that gave us Mr. Agnew,

o - . and.an Administration now irrepar.
Securities and Exchange Commission ! dan A W irreparably

exposedias lawless, and possibly on a

. grand scale; and wh1le he may- cling

to. office Tﬁy political guile, legal ma-

"I neliver and Congressional reluctance

to do so aptly discloses whose interest
he places first.



