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The Truman Model

The speculation about a poss1b1e
inch-hitter to- succeed Vice President

gnew reveals an extraordinary confu- .
lonin thinking about the problems ‘of -~

atlonal leadership, for the emphasis

as been on wellkknown names—on

lonnally or Rockefeller or some other

olitical star. But the‘ true starting

oint ought to be the national condi-
jon. Analysis of the national condition
nggests that what the country needs
) 'not so much a.star as an ordinary

pan who has 1t In him to tell theA

ruth.

The national condition fmds chief -

xpression in a wide range of anoma-
les. For one thing, there is the swol-

en, imperial presidency. A flock of .

pmes, a fleet of planes and an array
£ -incredible communications equip-
pent plus total command of the armed
prees have imparted to the President
nd- his entourdge a power unknown
n history. As Walter ‘Mondale, the
[innesota Democrat, put it in a
houghtful speech to the Senate last
reek: “The presidency has become
wrger than life and larger than law.”

A connected feature of the national
pndition is the almost automatic dis-
osition of people in authority to tell
es in the name of presidential power.
Vatergate, of course, is'a spectacular
ase in point. And you would have
hought that the unearthing of the
candal would curb the tendency. But
ot a bit. Months after Watergate had
xploded, the Pentagon ‘was still lying
bout the gecret bombing in Cambodia.
Vhen it became known a few days ago,
hat the President had used the Secret
lervice to tap the. telephone of his
rother, the White Holise almost auto-
natically issued a full st‘ory, denied by

“What this eountry needs o

is not so much a star
as an ordznary man who-

hds it‘in him to tell

:the truth .

the tappmg was part: ‘of the protectmn
of the Pres1dent ;

A tmrd related anomaly is the vast
numbét of 1nsoluable problems-heaped
high on-the President’s desk. Inflation
is a supreme example. Prices have
risen further and faster than almost
anybody imagined possible. The source
of the price.pressure is not eomethmg
familiar, such as wage demands or
monopolistic policies. It lies in a
worldwide shortage of primary prod-
ucts. Nobody knows exactly what to do
about the problem. But almost all of
us blame the President, and Mr. Nixon
frequently sounds as though he is re-
sponsible.

What can be said about inﬂatmn can

be said about a whole range of other .

issues. Answers to the problems  of
crime, health, housing, cities, transit,
not to mention Cambodia, Laos or
Chile, elude confident prescription,
Probably the one sure thing is what
nobody in an official position ever says

—namely, that we don’t know the an- :

swers.
Responsibility for these anomalies in
our national life cannot be fixed on
any single President. All of our recent
“leaders have played ‘a part. Mr. Nixon
has contributed not a little to the at-
mosphere of mistrust and the cynical

-‘purveymg of falsehoods
.Johnson, in the name of the Great.So-
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" President

@ety, took 1n’bo the pre51dency a Whale

- jlot of probleris beéyond the range of po-

litical solution. President’ Kennedy in-
-dulged in a rhetoric thatfalsified what
‘leadership cbuld truly .accomplish.

" President Eisenhower played. the mia-
“jor role in bulldmg a presu:lency larger

the Secret SerVIce, to_the effect that.

than life.

But if total blame cahnot be conﬂ-
_dently a551gned to. any single admlms- .,
tration, at least we know what 1o

" avoid in the future. We need to avcnd a

leader unsure of himself, one whd con-
stantly feels he has to prove his mettle
by promising the impossible. We
should shrink from a wheeler-dealer
.type pol—the opportunist, however
competent; who takes' positions inde-
~pendent of whether they.are right or
wrong. We should ‘be on: guard against
programmatic liberals, heirs to the
Great Society, who believe that gov-
ernment can cure the many ailments
which now beset our society. Finally
we must be wary of charismatic fig-
ures, who despite themselves—by charm
or style—excite unreallstlc expecta-
tions.

What the country needs, in other
words, is a modest man prepared to do

- the best he can,but who is not afraid

to acknowledge his own limitations.
Among recent presidents, Harry Tru-
man probably  comes closest to the
model.

The primary requirement is to re-
store trust and honesty to government.
‘That means a decline in the authority
and prestige and glamor of the presi-
dency. It means acceptance by all of us
that it is better to take a chance on an
ordinary man who can grow in the job
than a hero apt to develop feet of clay.
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