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Cash Gifts

To Agnew

Alleged

By Richard M. Cohen

Washington Post Staff Writer

A Maryland consulting
engineer and close friend
of Vice President Spiro
T. Agnew has told federal
investigators that he has
given Agnew at least
$25,000 over the last
decade, according to ‘in-
formed sources.

The  inférmation, the.
sources said, was provided
by Lester Matz, a Baltimore

County consulting engineer
who has, been given a lim-]

ited form of immunity in’

the investigation of Agnew -

by federal prosecutors and a
grand jjury in Baltimore
County]

Matz these sources said,
has toig-the prosecutors that

taled - ‘somewhere Dbetween
$25,00(and $50,000 and that
they vere made over a pe-
riod d years. The two men
have known each other
since lgnew served as Balti-
. more >“ountxy executive in
the ealw 1960s.

The | jurces emphasized,
howeve;. that the alleged
gifts . Matz were ot
neceswrily made in ex-
chang for specific contracts
to Mtz’s firm on either
count or state projects, but
rathe were routinely made
over he years. One legal
sourcclose to the investiga-
tion iid it would be up to
the jvernment to prove
that ny alleged gifts were
part { an attempt to influ-
: Em:e e brantmg of govern-
! ment ;,mracts or were not
properlyfeported on income
tax ret

It wa not clear, however,
whethej the alleged cfnfts

came fiom Matz’s personalk,;

funds or from his consulting
engmeermg flrm of Matz-

his cath gifts to Agnew to-

By Charles Del Vecchio—The Washington Post

Agnew- Probers told he

. Childs, Assoc. The firm was
sold several years ago by
Matz and John Childs to a
New Jersey-based conglom-
-erate. The two remained as
salaried employees with
stock benefits.

Matz-Childs is named in
the bribery, conspiracy and
extortion indictment of the
present Baltimore County
executive, Dale Anderson,
as one of eight Maryland en-
gineering or architectural
‘firms that allegedly paid
Anderson to obtain work on
county public works pro-
jects.

Early in the federal in-
vestigation, according to
sources, the

Childs employees and were
told by them that they regu-
larly kicked back.to the

,,bonuses ,,‘Thas money,
sources sa,:lely was.fused by

inve,stlgatorsm
first gave immunity to Matz-

ofirm - their  end-of- the-year .

got $25,000 over a decade.

the firm as a “cash pool” for
allegedly covert political do-

‘nations. The prosecutors
were told that some of this
money went to Agnew, the -
sources said. .-

Matz, according to
sources, has told the prose-
cutors that he personally
turned some——or all— of the
money over to Agnew. In
addition, other- key govern-
ment w1tnesses—1ncludmg
Allen Green, a Baltimore
1 County engineer, and Je-
‘rome Wolff, a former Ag-
new aide Who now heads a
sub51d1ary of the Greiner
Corp., ‘one of Maryland’s
largest engineering firms—

hame told similar stories,
sources said.
Wolff also has been

granted a limited form of
immunity. He has testified,
sources said, that as the Ag-
new- appomted chairman of
withe' ™ oldi Maryland 4 State
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Roads  Commission  he

served as what one source

described as a “traffic cop!”

awardlng nonbid State engi-

neering and arch1tecture'
contracts to firms -that had

allegedly paid to get special”
consideration.

“All of the firms were -
qualified to do the job,” one
source said. “Wolff chose
them on the bas1s of mon—
ey ” :

Accordmg to a number of
sources, - the government
also has been.told that two
of Agnew’s close associates
—J. Walter Jones and IH.
Hammerman—demanded
money from engineering
and- architectural firms on
Agnew's behalf and turned
some of the money over to
him. Jones has denied the

allegation, asserted his inno-
cence and said he served

only to collect ordinary cam-
paign contributions.” Jone's
lawyer, Plato Cacheris, re-

,fused to.comment.

Hammerman, an' Agnew
friend from high school
days and now a Baltimore -
mortgage Dbroker, is re-
ported “to be cooperatmg
with the government in its
investigation, while negoti-
ating for some special con-
sideration from the prosecu-
tors.

Agnew has been notified
he is under investigation on
allegations that he broke ex-
tortion, bribery, tax and con-
spiracy laws. He has said he
is innocent of the charges.
Jones and Hammerman
have likewise been formally
notified they are under in-

véstigation and they, too,.
have publicly proclalm?cT
their innocence. .
" According to informed
-sources, at least part of the
_case against Agnew will rest
‘on what one source de-
scribed as “mind set. These
people ” the source said,
“may may have a hard tune
distinguising what a glft is.

, “It would be up to a jury to

decide a relationship ex-
isted. Like if someone went
to -an engineer and- said,
‘Look we need $20,000 for
the campaign and I'll talk to
Ted about the bridge pro-
ject’ and lo and behold they
got the bridge contraet. If
they expected favorable con-
sideration, that would be a
crime.” )
The cash gifts from Matz,
sources said, constitute just




