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R
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N
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L
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m
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E
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Jobless, H
its 'F

ears' 
B

y C
athe W

oihow
e 

W
ashington P

ost S
taff W

riter 
F

ran
k
 W

ills, th
e secu

rity
 g

u
ard

 w
h
o
 

d
isco

v
ered

 th
e W

aterg
ate b

reak
-in

, is 
jobless and, he says, unable to persuade 
potential em

ployers to hire him
. 

"I'v
e lo

o
k
ed

 all o
v
er b

u
t em

p
lo

y
ers 

seem
 afraid

 to
 h

ire m
e," h

e said
 y

ester-
d
ay

. "I d
o
n
't k

n
o
w

 if th
ey

 are b
ein

g
 

to
ld

 n
o
t to

 h
ire m

e o
r if th

ey
 are ju

st 
afraid

 to
 h

ire m
e." 

W
ills said

 h
e h

as b
een

 co
llectin

g
 $

6
5
 

a w
eek in unem

ploym
ent checks for the 

p
ast six

 w
eek

s. H
e said

 th
at after q

u
it-

tin
g
 h

is W
aterg

ate jo
b
 h

e to
o
k
 a p

o
st 

w
ith

 C
h
an

in
 R

ealty
 o

f W
ash

in
g
to

n
 as a 

se
c
u
rity

 g
u
a
rd

 b
u
t w

a
s fire

d
 in

 la
te

 
Ju

n
e b

ecau
se h

e to
o
k
 tw

o
 d

ay
s o

ff to
 

visit his hom
e in S

outh C
arolina to help 

a w
riter assem

b
le facts ab

o
u
t h

is ch
ild

-
hood. O

fficials at C
hanin R

ealty declined 
to com

m
ent. 

W
ills said

 h
e ap

p
lied

 fo
r a secu

rity
 

g
u
ard

 jo
b
 at H

o
w

ard
 U

n
iv

ersity
. H

e 
said

 h
e w

as ask
ed

 to
 fill o

u
t an

 ap
p
lica-

tio
n
. B

u
t, h

e ad
d
ed

, h
e w

as also
 to

ld
 

that he w
as unlikely to be hired because 

th
e N

ix
o
n
 A

d
m

in
istratio

n
 m

ig
h
t cu

t o
ff 

federal funds for the school if he w
orked 

there. 
L

lo
y
d
 H

. L
acy

, ch
ief secu

rity
 o

fficer 
fo

r H
o
w

ard
, d

en
ied

 W
ills' v

ersio
n
 o

f 
W

h
at h

ap
p
ed

en
 at th

e sch
o
o
l. "W

e'v
e 

w
ondered :w

hat happened to him
. I told 

h
im

 to
 p

u
t in

 an
 ap

p
licatio

n
 an

d
 I n

ev
er 

heard another w
ord," L

acy said. 
W

ills also said he aplied for a security 
jo

b
 w

ith
 th

e M
etro

 su
b
w

ay
 ag

en
cy

 b
u
t 

received a rejection letter explaining that  

he "lacked the necessary experience arid. 
sh

o
u
ld

 b
e in

 a d
ifferen

t field
." 

A
 M

etro spokesm
an acknow

ledged that 
th

e ag
en

cy
 h

ad
 rejected

 W
ills' ap

p
lica-• 

tio
n
 to

 b
eco

m
e o

n
e o

f 1
5
 g

u
ard

s at a 
M

etro
 o

p
eratio

n
s co

n
tro

l statio
n
. 

W
ills said he w

ants to continue to w
ork 

as a security guard, an occupation he has 
been in for nearly four years. 

"I alw
ay

s w
an

ted
 to

 b
e in

 secu
rity

 o
r 

som
e kind of undercover w

ork, the F
B

I 
or the S

ecret S
ervice," he said, "but I've 

got to go to school before I can do these 
th

in
g
s an

d
 I can

't g
o
 to

 sch
o
o
l u

n
less I 

have a job." 
W

ills, w
ho has 8 years of form

al school-
in

g
 p

lu
s Jo

b
 C

o
rp

s train
in

g
 said

 h
e left 

his job at the W
atergate because he had 

no paid vacation and another guard w
ith 

less seniority w
as prom

oted 'above him
. 

"I never m
issed m

ore than one day of 
w

o
rk

 an
d
 th

en
 I w

as sick
," h

e said
. "I 

d
id

 a g
o
o
d
 jo

b
, b

u
t th

ey
 p

ro
m

o
ted

 th
is 

other fellow
 just because he w

as w
hite," 

W
ills said. 
H

is fo
rm

er su
p
erv

iso
r at th

e W
ater-

g
ate, Ira O

'N
eal, said

 h
e h

ad
 b

een
 so

rry
 

to
 see W

ills g
o
. O

'N
eal ack

n
o
w

led
g
ed

 
th

at an
o
th

er g
u
ard

 w
as p

ro
m

o
ted

 o
v
er 

W
ills b

u
t d

en
ied

 th
at race w

as a facto
r. 

"H
e w

as v
ery

 g
o
o
d
, v

ery
 o

b
serv

an
t," 

O
'N

eal said of W
ills. "H

e had curiosity. 
T

h
at's w

h
at y

o
u
 n

eed
 to

 d
ev

elo
p
 in

 th
is , 

bisiness. 	
.th

e reaso
n
 h

e fo
u
n
d
, w

h
at$

1
, 

he did." 
D

espite O
'N

eal's praise, W
ills says he 

also has been rejected for security guard 
S

ee W
IL

L
S

, C
6, C

ol. 1 

W
IL

L
S

, F
rom

 C
l 

jo
b
s b

y
 h

o
tels, h

o
sp

itals an
d
 in

su
ran

ce 
com

panies. 
O

n June 17, 1972, W
ills w

as the guard 
w

ho discovered a door lock in the W
ater-

g
ate h

eld
 b

ack
 w

ith
 m

ask
in

g
 tap

e. H
e 

rem
o
v
ed

 th
e tap

e an
d
 co

n
tin

u
ed

 o
n
 h

is 
ro

u
n
d
s. W

h
en

 h
e retu

rn
ed

 to
 th

e d
o
o
r 

1
5
 m

in
u
tes later, h

e fo
u
n
d
 th

e lo
ck

 h
ad

 
b
een

 retap
ed

. T
h
en

 h
e called

 th
e p

o
lice. 

F
iv

e m
en

, w
earin

g
 ru

b
b
er g

lo
v
es an

d
 

carrying lockpicks, tear-gas guns, sophis-
ticated bugging and photographic devices 
and thousands of dollars in consecutively 
num

bered $100 bills, w
ere found hiding 

in the national D
em

ocratic headquarters. 
T

hese m
en w

ere later linked to a w
ide-

sp
read

 sab
o
tag

e o
p
eratio

n
 ag

ain
st th

e 

D
em

ocrats by P
resident N

ixon's C
om

m
it-

tee to
 R

e-E
lect th

e P
resid

en
t. 

"L
o
ts o

f p
eo

p
le tell m

e I sh
o
u
ld

 h
av

e 
k
ep

t m
y
 m

o
u
th

 sh
u
t (an

d
 n

o
t called

 th
e 

police)," he said. "I'm
 beginning to think 

th
ey

 w
ere rig

h
t, ev

en
 th

o
u
g
h
 'I k

n
o
w

 6
 

w
ould do the sam

e thing today. If you're 
on a job to do som

ething, you do it." 
W

ills learn
ed

 h
o
w

 to
 co

o
k
 in

 th
e Jo

b
 

C
o
rp

s an
d
 h

as w
o
rk

ed
 o

n
 an

 assem
b
ly

 
line for C

hrysler and F
ord. B

ut, he said, 
h
e p

refers fin
d
in

g
 w

o
rk

 as a secu
rity

 
guard. 

A
lthough W

ills has had difficulty find-
ing em

ploym
ent, he is still rem

em
bered. 

Ju
st last w

eek
, h

e w
as h

o
n
o
red

 b
y
 th

e 
N

A
A

C
P

 for his vigilance in discovering 
th

e b
reak

-in
. O

n
 th

e sam
e d

ay
, h

e w
as 

in
terv

iew
ed

 b
y
 a B

o
sto

n
 telev

isio
n
 sta-

tion. 


