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Former special presxdéntlal»
counsel Charles W. Colson in-
voked, the Fifth Amendment
in. refusmg to answer ques
tiens yesterday at an ‘emo-
tlor“r:al closed. session of. the
Senafe select Watergate comr
mlttee.

Colsoﬂ descmbed by a
source at '&,he meeting as bemg
“very torn by this thing,” in
voked his comsnltutlonal pro-
tection againsgt: self<incrimina-
tion after his Jawyer, David
Shapiro, was unsuccessfyl in
‘persyading the committee to
:postpone the sessiorr until af-.
iter the second federal Water- .
‘gate grand jury had!returned
indictments. ¢
Colson, once one of Pre51denrt
Nixon’s closest advisers and
well-known in Washington . for
his toughness, was descr;bed'
by a participant in the session
as bg.l g sibdued and “contrite”
“his appear-
mmmrctee

September,f
1971, break in at the offices of i
Daniel Ellsberg’s psychlatnst,
and other matters, has report-
edly informed Colson that he |
is a target of its investigation.

sources sai
The qommlttee rejected ‘rlw’
immunity request after chief
committee counsel Samuel
Dash reportedly told members
thai nothing in a 65-page state-

ment prepared by Colson war-
ranted granting him immu-
munity. i

After being sworn, Colson
was asked two questlons by-
Dash. When asked :the first
question,-otie source said, Col-,
‘son remained silent for sev-,
eral seconds hefore telling:
the committee, “I hate to}
make this dec1smn more than!
any one I ever had to make.”;
Cg;lson then refused to answer:
the question. Dash asked a!
second question, which Colson
also refused to answer. Com-:
mittee Chairman Sam J. Ervin
(D:N.C. ) then reportedly asked.
Colson a question designed to
establish that he would invoke
the. Fifth Amendmer{ in re-
sponse to all questions. Coison
reportedly replied that hef
would.

The guestions which Colson
! declined to answer were de-
scribed as “standard” and not
particularly significant by}
themselves. Because of court

|

Shapiro reportedly told:the
committee that an 1nd1ctment
would be returned within five
to 10 days, that the evidence!

rulings regarding invocation
I of the Fifth Amendment, wit-

nesses wlio exercise their priv-:

ﬂede customanly 1efuse to an-|
against Colson is “ﬂunsy” and;,
that after the indictment is re-I swer all questions.in order tO

turned Colson would be free|:
to testify if he were not\{n-
dicted. -

After extensive dlscusswn
by the committee, with Sens.
Howard H. Baker Jr (R-Tenn.)
and Edward J. Gurney (R-Fla.)
reportedly urging that Colson |;
be granted a 10-day delay, the||
committee voted to compel
Colson’s testimony.

Shap1r0 . according ' “to
sources, had told the commit-|
tee that if Colson were forced |.
to testlfy, he would have toin-
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rom ,\?
m ndment P
under existing c1rcum glces
Shapiro reportedly ‘argued |
that a stigma would attach it-
self to Colson if he were
forced to invoke his constitu-
tional privilege. The commit-
tee rejected the plea for a de-
lay~and Shap1r0s request for
limited" immunity. from prose-
cution for Colson’s tes‘umony,l

w“As A lawyer, I must note that

‘rep&rters after the session.

iname had figured prominently

'sume the hearings two weeks

‘avoid walvmg theprivilege.

Ervin told reporters afterl
the 2%-hour session that Col- |
“son would not be called to tes-:
tify when the hearings resume: (
next Monday. Ervin_told re-
iporters -that Colson -insisted|
'that “he was innocent of any
lwrongdoing.” Ervin observed, |

‘a man is entitled to plead the

Fifth Amendment even if he is

inotguilty of any offense.”
Colson declined to speak to

Prjor to the recess of the:_
hearings Aug. 7, Colson whose
in the hearings, had been .
more than eager to testify. As
the committee prepared to re-

ago,. Colson ‘still was appar-
ently eager..Sept. 11, the day
before the committee met to
organize“its second round of
hearings, Shapiro .reportedly
met with Dash to tell him that
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