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AGNEW, From Al Agne-TAF" 9  '9" lie would not comment on the 

Agnew matter in any way. 
Warren said he had dis-

cussed the matter with the 
President and that the Presi-
dent was aware of The Wash-
ington Post report about the az-go:led 	

vice President. 
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The White House yester- 
day refused to comment on 
reports that Vice President 
Spiro T. Agnew would re-
sign, and declined to re-
spond to questions about 
whether President Nixon 
still supports him. 

Agnew, although cheered by 
telephone calls and telegrams 
which urged him not to resign, 
also declined to comment on 
reports that he would step 
down. A spokesman for the 
Vice President said tha't 
Agnew may have discussed 
the possibility of resigning and 
that his "dark mood" may 
have been "misinterpreted" by 
some people. 

"It's possible that anyone 
who has been through what 
the Vice President, has been 
through may have reflected 
his condition in somber terms 
and given someone the im-
pression that his mood was 
more forlorn than it appeared 
to be," said J. Marsh Thom-
son, the Vice President's press 
secretary. 

"It's entirely understandable 
that an individual who is not 
able to see the whole screen 
of the Vice President's attitude 
would get an exaggerated 
opinion of the weight he is 
giving to the option of resign-
ing," Thomson said. 

Agnew was confronted by 
newsmen as he was leaving a 
luncheon he gave for visiting 
Pakistani Prime Minister All 
Bhutto, and asked to comment 
on a story in The Washington 
Post, which quoted, a senior 
Republican figure as saying 
that he was "991/21 per cent 
certain" that Agnew would re-
sign "and probably this week." 

"Gentlemen, as you know, it 
is my practice not to comment 
on stories from undisclosed 

i sources," Agnew said. Then he 
, got into his waiting limousine 
and left. 

The White House declined 
to comment in any way on the 
report that the Vice President 
has considered resigning, add-
ing to speculation that rela-
tions between the President 
and Agnew are strained. 

Spokesman Gerald L. War-
ren faced a barrage of ques-
tions, and replied to all that 

See AGNEW,- A24, Col. 5 

However, no one at the 
White House would say even 
privately that the story about 
Agnew's impending resigna-
tion was untrue. Some Repub-
licans close to Agnew, speak-

;Mg on a not-for-attribution ba-
-sis, said that •they feared that 
!the White House was responsi-
ble for stories that the Vice 
president would quit. 

One congressman who has 
een a strong supporter said 

he was suspicious that Agnew 
Vas being "sandbagger" by 
some persons at the White 
House. 

"Let me tell you some-
thing," said Rep. W lliam J. 
Scherle (R-Iowa). "As far as 
I'm concerned, the White 
House ,  is not cleaned out. 
Haldeman and Ehrlichman are 
gone—and they were no friends 
of the Vice President—but 
their ghosts still haunt the 
place." 

Agnew's former press secre-
tary, Vic Gold, described the 
story as "an absurdity.;' 

In an interview with United 
Press International, Gold at-
tributed' the story to "half a 
dozen people working for the 
White House," and added: 

"It is the White House in 
my opinion that is out to serve 
the Vice President up like 
John the Baptist, except the 
Vice President is not going to 
be served." 

The President and Vice 
President conferred at length 
at the White House on Sept. 1, 
and that is the last time they 
have met privately, Warren 
said. Agnew attended a Cabi-
net meeting Sept. 7 and stood 
in a reception line with the 
President Sept. 10 'at a recep-
tion for members of the Re-
publican National Committee. 
He and Mrs. Agnew were also 
on the guest list for last 
night's state dinner for Paki-
stan Prime Minister and Mrs. 
Bhutto. 

When a reporter asked if 
the Vice President is going to 
resign, Warren replied: "I 
have no comment on the story 
that prompts your question. I 
just have no comment whatso-
ever." 

When another reporter 
'asked if he would not deny 
the story, Warren again said 
he would have no comment re-
gardless of how the questions 
were asked. 

Asked to comment on that 
part of the story reporting a 
lack of presidential confidence 
in Agnew, Warren replied: 

"I have seen and heard a lot 
of-' reports. You can put ques-
tions such as that to me in any 
way you want to. 'Can you 
deny? Will you deny? You are 
leaving open. Will you not 
confirm?' I am just in a posi-
tion where I will 'no 'comment' 
questions of that sort." 

Another reporter asked if 
Agnew still enjoyed the Presi- 
dent's full faith and confi-
dence, and again Warren said, 
"You can come at me any way 
you want to ... I am in a ,posi- 
tion where I am 'no comment-
ing' the entire story." 

When a reporter noted that 
"some friends of the Vice 

President are suggesting that 
your 'no commenting' is the 
same as a kiss of death," War-
ren refused to change his 
stance. 

"Do you intend to leave us 
with the impression that the 
President has not inquired as 
to whether the Vice President 
is going to resign or not?" a 
reporter asked. 

Thomson, the Vice Presi-
dent's 'press secretary, said 
that initial reaction to the 
story was favorable to Agnew. 
Twenty telephone calls and 32 
of the first 35 telegrams urged 
Agnew not to resign, Thomson 
said. 

Agnew was deluged with fa-
vorable letters, telegrams and 
calls after an Aug. 8 news con-
ference in which he acknowl-
edged he was under investiga-
tion for possible violation of 
bribery, tax fraud, extortion 
and conspiracy laws while an 
office-holder in Maryland. He 
was asked at the news confer-
ence, "If the investigations 
should progress and get more 
serious, even though you con-
sider yourself innocent, might 
you consider stepping down 'to 
protect public confidence?" 

"Let me say right now that I 
have no expectation of being_ 
indicted," Agnew replied. 
"And I'm not going to face 
any contingent thinking in 
that respects at this time." 

However, Agnew discussed 
the possibility of resignation 
only eight days later when he 
met privately with Republican 
leaders in Colorado while on a 
speaking trip. The day after 
Mr. Nixon's Watergate speech 
Agnew met in a session with 
GOP leaders, who agreed not 
to discuss the issue with the 
press. 

But it was learned yesterday 
that Agnew at this meeting 
had asked whether he should 
resign. Most of the Republi-
cans present said he should 
stay on the job and fight the 
charges. 

"I formed the opinion that 
Agnew was determined not to i 
resign," said Colorado GOP 1  
State Chairman Steve Hamil-
ton. 

Hamilton added that any res-
ignation by Agnew would have 
only a "short-term effect" on 
the 'Republican Party. If such 
a resignation occurred, said 
Hamilton, he believed that Ag- , 
new would be replaced by' 
John Connally, whom he de-
scribed as "effective and artic-
ulate." 

One official said he believed 
that the speculation about Ag-
new's resignation was similar 
to that raised when Julie 
Nixon Eisenhower reported,  
that her father, the President, 
had discussed resigning as a 
result of the Watergate scan-
dal.' 

High government officials in 
general seemed to be unin-
formed about the true nature 
of the Vice President's think-
ing. There was acknowledge-
ment in some quarters that 
relations between the Presi-
dent and Vice President were 
strained. But no one would 
concede that Mr. Nixon may 
have brought pressure on his 
Vice President to resign. 

In New York, Sen. Barry 
Goldwater (R-Ariz.) denied 
that he was the source of The 
Washington Post's Agnew 
story. 

"I don't think he's going to 
quit," Goldwater said. "My 
hunch is he's going to stay., 

The Vice 'President is a good 
political and social friend of 
mine. I have seen him often 
recently and this subject has 
never come up. If it did, I 
would advise him to fight it 
out." 

California Gov. Ronald 
Reagan, asked about the story 
at his weekly news confer-
ence, said he would be "very 
surprised if that rumor were 
true." Regan said he also 
doubted whether the White 
House had prepared a contin-
gency list of possible vice 
presidential candidates if Ag-
new resigns. 

Asked what he would say if 
he were asked to serve as Vice 
President, Reagan replied: 
"Before or after I fainted?" 

Reports that a contingency 
list does exist—and that it is 
headed by Connally—have 
persistently been denied by 
the White House. 

The 25th Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution provides 
that the President shall name 
a successor if the vice presi-
dency becomes vacant. 

The appointment is subject 
to the confirmation of a ma-
jority of both houses of Con-
gress. ' 


