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By DAVID E. ROSENBAUM 
Special to The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, Sept. 18—The Senate Watergate com-
mittee decided today to call Patrick J. Buchanan, a White 
House speech writer and political strategist, as one of its 

'first witnesses when public 
hearings begin next week. 

Mr. Buchanan, who holds the 
title special consultant to Presi-
dent Nixon, has not been men-
tioned prominently in the past 
in connection with the investi-
gation of the Watergate bur-
glary and other related scandals. 

But, according to committee 
officials, the panel has ob-
tained a series of memoran-
dums Mr. Buchanan wrote at 
the outset of the 1912- election 
campaign that suggested polit-
ical espionage and sabotage 
against Senator Edmund S. 
Muskie of Maine and other 
candidates for the Democratic 
Presidential nomination. 

'Set the Tone' 

The documents did not spec-
ify particular actions to be 
taken against the Democratic 
candidates, an investigater 
said, but rather "set the tone" 
for various "dirty tricks" that 
were subsequently performed. 

Mr. Buchanan, who has 
worked for Mr. Nixon since 
1966, said today that he had 
written many memorandums 
that suggested "broad strategy" 
and "political attacks" against 
Democratic candidates but had 
proposed nettling that could be 
characterized as a "dirty trick." 

After meeting in closed ses-
sion for more than an hour 
today, the committee an-
nounced that Mr. Buchanan 
would probably be the fourth 
witness after public hearings 
begin next Monday. 

He is to be preceded by 
E. Howard Hunt Jr., who has 
admitted a role in the Water-
gate burglary at the Democratic 
National Committee headquar-
ters and the break-in at the 
office of 'Dr. Daniel Ellsberg's 
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Senator Sam J. Ervin Jr. 
after an executive session 
of the Watergate commit-

tee yesterday. 

  

 

political adviser to Mr. Nixon 
during his first term, was orig-
inally scheduled to be the first 
witness when the hearings re-
sumed. But, last week., Mr. Col-
son's lawyer, David I. Shapiro, 
reportedly told the committee 
that Mr. Colson was a "target" 
of a Federal grand jury investi-
gation and would prefer not to 
testify. 	• 

The committee staff took Mr. 
Shapiro's statement to mean 
that Mr. Colson would assert 
his:, Fifth Amendment right 
aggaainst self-incrimination and 
rditise to testify. One purpose 
of-. tomorrow's meeting is to 
determine if such is the case. 

Few Data Reported ven 
'Committee Investigators who 

have interviewed Mr. Colson 
have reported to the Senators 
that he has provided them with 
little signifant information. 

One staff member said today 
that the odds were "20 to 1 
that Colson will never testify 
in public." 

Committee investigators were, 
said tc be far from finished] 
with their exploration into the 
political sabotage and campaign 
finance phases of the commit-
tee's inquiry, 

Staff members said, there-
fore, that they had no clear 
picture of how the public hear-
ings would proceed after the 
first four witnesses. Senator 
Ervin did say, however, that 
Donald H. Segretti, who has 
acknowledged playing tricks on 
Democratic candidates, • would 
definitely be called to testify. 

The first four witnesses were 
described by the Senator as a 
"transition list".. between the 
investigation of the Watergate 
burglary and its cover-up ° and 
the inquiry into camapign sabo-
tage. 

Hunt's Role in Break-Ins 
Hunt pleaded guilty last 

January to having participated 
in the burglary in the . Water-
gate complex here in June, 
1972, and he has told a Federal 
grand jury that he helped plan 
the September, 1971, burglary 
of the office of Dr. Lewis Field-
ing, who had once been Dr. 
Ellsberg's psychiatrist. 
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foyriler psychiatrist; John J. 
Caulfield, who 's alleged to have 
ccidducted a spying operation 
for—the Nixon campaign, ands 
John Ragan, who has admitted 
to..investigators that he placed 
a wiretap on the telephone of 
Joseph Kraft, the newespaper 
catimni s t. 

The., committee also agreed  
today to interview_Charles W. 
Castm, former speciiil counsel 
to—the President, in a private 
s*Vislon tomorrow before decid- 

whether to call him to tes- 
- in -public. 

-one purpose is to find out 
whether he knows anything he 
is willing to testify to," Sena-
tali Sam J. Ervin Jr., Democrat 
of 	Carolina, the commit- 
tee:chairman, said after today's 
meeting. 

  



Mr. Kraft, ordered an audit of 
another newsman's income tax 
returns and participated in sur-
veillance of the ' activities of 
Senator Edward M. Kennedy, 
the Massachusetts Democrat. 

Mr. Ragan, a former agent 
of the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation, who is now a. pri-
vate investigator living on Long 
Island, has acknowledged to in-
vestigators that he too partici-
pated in tapping Mr. Kraft's 
home telephone. TiVo separate 
sources said that Mr. Ragan, 
reputedly a wiretapping expert, 
had also helped install the tap 

on the telephone of the Presi-
dent's brother, F. Donald Nixon, 
but that allegation could not 
be further confirmed. 

[The Associated Press re-
ported that Mr. Ragan, 
reached at home Tuesday, 
denied tapping Mr. Kraft's 
phone and also Mr. Nixon's 
brother's.] 
Fiv persons who had been 

on the original list of witnesses 
to be called have been removed 
from the list, Senator Ervin 
said. 

They are William 0. Dittman, 
Paul L. O'Brien, Kenneth Wells 

Yesterday, however, Hunt 
asked the Federal District 
Court here to set aside his 
guilty plea and allow him to 
plead not guilty and stand.trial. 

Hunt had been questioned 
about a dozen times by com-
mittee investigators, but sev-
eral staff members said that 
they felt he was holding back 
information. Hunt recently 
hired a new lawyer, Sidney S. 
Sachs, and the committee was 
reported to be hopeful that Mr. 
Sachs would encourage Hunt to 
be more cooperative. 

Chief Judge John J. Sirica 
has told Hunt that his final 
sentence for the Watergate bur-
glary would depend in part en 
how well he cooperated with 
the Senate committee. 

Mr. Caulfield testified in 
public hearings last May, ac-
knowledging that he had met 
with James W. McCord, a con-
victed Watergate conspirator, 
and had held out an offer of 
executive clemency in return 
for a guilty plea from McCord. 

The committee did not ques-
tion Mr. Caulfield then in de-
tail about his alleged wiretap-
ping activities, announcing 
that he would be recalled later. 

John W. Dean 3d, former 
White House Counsel, told the 
committee that Mr. Caulfield 
had tapped the telephone of 

I - 	- 	- 
!Parkinson, Egil Krogh Jr. and 
'David R. Young. Mr. Bittman; 
Mr. O'Brien and Mr. Parkinson 
and lawyers who have figured 
In various testimony the cam,  
mittee has already heard. M. 
Krogh and Mr. Young were in 
charge of the White House spe-
cial investigating unit, known 
as the plumbers, and are now 
under indictment for the Ells-
berg burglary. 

Cox Dubious one  Nixon Link 
WASHINGTON, Sept. 18 

(UM—There is "no reasonable 
basis for inferring" that Presi- 

dent. Nixores Watergate ,4005 
will sin*. that Mr. Nlicol,  * 
prov0C'the bugging of Deino, 
cratie: headquarters, the special 
Watergate prosecutor, Archi- 
bald Cok, said today. 	• 
• But the Senate Wati 
committee, which, like Mr, k 
is seeking to obtain the'Tre4i-
dential tape recordings, said•its 
need was. greater-than his be 
cause,the committee was focus+, 
ing on Mr, Nixon's "own pos-
sible' criminal! ". 

Mr. Cox 	the constnittee. 
filed Viet -Tn.  MAO " Stafiti 
DistriCt Court" on their separate 

suits to obtain nine tapes of 
White House conversations be-
lieved to pertain to the Water-
gate ease. 

Mr. Cox, in a brief opposing 
the appeal of convicted Water-
gate bugging conspirator, James 
W. McCord disputed Mc-
Cord's allegations that the to 
"probably' contain infomia 
to clear McCord of his crimes. 

"There has been no testimony 
in any forum by any witness 
indicating that . the President 
discussed. the Watergate _breaktt 
in in his offices prior to June 
17, 1972," Mr. Cox said. 
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