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It U
sed to B

e 'N
ixon C

ountry' 
L

O
S

 A
N

G
E

L
E

S
—

In the m
iddle class 

suburbia of southern C
alifornia w

hich 
h
as S

tead
fastly

 v
o
ted

 fo
r R

ich
ard

 M
. 

N
ix

o
n
 fo

r a g
en

eratio
n
, th

e P
resid

en
t 

h
as reco

v
ered

 h
ard

ly
 at all fro

m
 th

e 
W

atergate depths and rem
ains in des-

perate political trouble. 
T

h
is u

n
m

istak
ab

le co
n

clu
sio

n
 is 

draw
n from

 answ
ers to questionnaires 

prepared 
for 

u
s b

y
 p

o
llster O

liv
er 

Q
u
a
y
le

 fo
r in

te
rv

ie
w

s in
 N

ix
o
n
 

country: T
w

o all-w
hite precincts in the 

S
an

 F
ern

an
d

o
 v

alley
. F

ar fro
m

 co
n

-
firm

ing W
hite H

ouse claim
s that P

resi-
dent N

ixon's recent spurt of visible ac-
tiv

ity
 h

ad
 set h

im
 o

n
 th

e ro
ad

 to
 re-

covery, these interview
s revealed w

ide-
sp

read
 d

isb
elief in

 h
is W

aterg
ate ex

-
planations and overw

helm
ing •disap-; 

p
ro

v
al o

f h
is refu

sal to
 su

rren
d

er th
e 

secret W
hite W

hite tapes. 
T

h
e P

resid
en

t's p
ro

b
lem

 is ty
p
ified

 
by a television repairm

an's w
ife in her 

late 30s, a registered independent w
ho 

voted for M
r. N

ixon last year but now
 

reg
ard

s h
is p

erfo
rm

an
ce as p

o
o
r. "H

e 
is settin

g
 a terrib

le ex
am

p
le fo

r th
e 

A
m

erican
 p

u
b

lic." sh
e to

ld
 u

s. "H
e is 

tellin
g
 u

s to
 b

e. law
-ab

id
in

g
 /citizens 

and he doesn't follow
 the law

s." 
E

lections analyst R
ichard S

cam
m

on 
selected

 tw
o
 S

an
 F

ern
an

d
o
 p

recin
cts 

for us—
one low

er-m
iddle incom

e blue  

collar, the other m
iddle incom

e w
hite 

collar—
w

hich M
r. N

ixon carried last 
N

ovem
ber by over 60 per cent. T

he 94 
voters w

e interview
ed w

ith C
alifornia 

polling supervisor B
eryl W

inn indicated 
no reversal in the P

resident's decline. 
T

hese voters, by m
ore than 5 to 1, do 

not believe M
r. N

ixon should either re-
sig

n
 o

r b
e im

p
each

ed
. B

u
t th

at is th
e 

end of any com
fort here for the W

hite 
H

ouse (apart from
 som

e 25 hard-core 
R

ep
u

b
lican

s w
h

o
 g

iv
e th

e P
resid

en
t 

blanket support.) 
A

lth
o

u
g

h
 a su

b
stan

tial m
ajo

rity
 o

f 
th

o
se in

terv
iew

ed
 in

 th
ese tw

o
 p

re-
cincts voted for him

, M
r. N

ixon now
 

g
ets o

n
ly

 a 3
0

 p
er cen

t jo
b

 ap
p

ro
v

al 
ratin

g
. T

h
ey

 feel h
e is w

ro
n

g
 n

o
t to

 
su

rren
d
er th

e tap
es an

d
 th

ey
 su

p
p
o
rt 

F
ed

eral Ju
d
g
e Jo

h
n

 S
irica's o

rd
er to

 
g

iv
e h

im
 th

e tap
es, b

o
th

 b
y
 2

 to
 1

. 
O

n
ly

 2
2

 v
o

ters b
eliev

e M
r. N

ix
o

n
 

learn
ed

 th
e d

etails o
f W

aterg
ate ju

st 
last M

arch
; rath

er, b
y
 a scarcely

 b
e-

lievable 5 to 1 m
argin, they feel he is 

not telling the w
hole truth. 

T
he W

hite H
ouse cam

paign against 
S

en. S
am

 E
rvin's S

enate investigating 
co

m
m

ittee h
as failed

 h
ere. B

y
 b

etter 
than 3 to 1, these voters w

ant E
rvin's 

h
earin

g
s. co

n
tin

u
ed

. T
h
e co

n
ten

tio
n
 

that the com
m

ittee is m
ore interested 

in sm
earing M

r. N
ixon than in discov- 

erin
g
 th

e tru
th

 is rejected
 b

y
 b

etter 
than 2 to. 1. 

T
he m

ost stunning result is found in 
Q

uayle's trust index. O
f seven political 

fig
u
res tested

, E
rv

in
 is 

h
ig

h
est at 6

6
 

(surpassing even the popular R
epubli-

can G
ov. R

onald R
eagan, w

ho had 58.) 
A

t th
e b

o
tto

m
 is M

r. N
ix

o
n
 w

ith
 4

0
, 

running beloW
 V

ice P
resident S

piro T
. 

A
gnew

 (44) and S
en. G

eorge M
cG

overn 
(47.) 

T
he sincere perception by m

any poli-
ticians that the voters have soured on 
th

e E
rv

in
 co

m
m

ittee m
ay

 stem
 fro

m
 

the vociferousness of dedicated N
ixon-

ites, as show
n in these tw

o precincts. 
C

o
n

ten
d

in
g

 th
at th

e P
resid

en
t "is b

e-
ing used a a scapegoat in W

atergate," 
a m

achiniS
t told us he supported M

r. 
N

ixon in every respect. S
o does a re-

tired bus driver, w
ho said: "H

e's had a 
lot to buck—

C
ongress and that dam

n 
E

rvin com
m

ittee." 
B

u
t th

ese faith
fu

l are to
o
 few

 to
 

k
eep

 th
is tru

ly
 N

ix
o
n
 co

u
n
try

. T
h
e 

P
resident's decline is m

easured by the 
attitude of D

em
ocrats and independents 

w
ho voted for him

 and now
 condem

n 
his presidency—

often citing econom
ic 

factors. H
igh prices is the m

ain com
-

p
lain

t, b
u

t a su
rp

risin
g

 n
u

m
b

er m
en

-
tion the S

oviet w
heat deal. T

he D
em

o-
cratic w

ife o
f 

a 
v
eterin

arian
 reg

rets  

her vote for M
r. N

ixon because of his 
"selling w

heat to R
ussia w

hile w
e get 

stale bread at hom
e." 

S
uch disaffected N

ixonites prom
ise 

to return to their old D
em

ocratic alle-
giance in 1976. A

 divorcee w
ho sup-

p
o

rts h
er fam

ily
 o

n
 a n

u
rse's aid

e's 
pay, com

plaining about the "price of 
food and housing," told us she w

ould 
vote for any D

em
ocrat next tim

e. 
T

hus, the polyglot suburbanite pre-
cin

cts o
f C

alifo
rn

ia's S
an

 F
ern

an
d
o
 

V
alley closely m

irror the ethnic urban 
w

ards of Jersey C
ity, N

.J., site of our 
last sco

u
tin

g
 trip

 six
 w

eek
s ag

o
. T

h
e 

fact th
at M

r. N
ix

o
n

 h
as sin

ce b
ro

k
en

 
out of confinem

ent w
ith tw

o press con-
ferences and repeated other public ap-
pearances has m

ade no difference. 
In fact, the interview

s here• dispute 
the im

pact of those press conferences. 
B

y better than 2 to 1, these voters de-
nied that the press conferences m

ade 
th

em
 th

in
k
 m

o
re h

ig
h
ly

 o
f th

e P
resi-

dent. B
y nearly 3 to 1, they disagreed 

th
at th

e rep
o

rters w
ere d

isresp
ectfu

l 
to

 th
e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t. B

a
se

d
 o

n
 th

e
se

 
sounding from

 N
ixon country, it w

ill 
take m

ore than cosm
etics and anti-m

e-
dia, anti-C

ongress counterattacks to re-
h
ab

ilitate th
e P

resid
en

t in
 th

e p
u
b
lic 

m
ind. 
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ield E
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