1Court Seeks
Compromise-
On Tapes. -

Washington :
peals suggested yesterday
that President Nixon and
‘special prosecutor Archi- .
bald Cox privately review j
the secret White House
tapes together to detepe®
mine if any are needed for
the Watergate grand jury. i
“Without ruling on Cox’ suit |
to obtain the tapes, the court ;
suggested the possible com-
promise in a highly unusual

move. It asked both men to i

inform - the court by next’
Thursday ) whether the ap-
proach-would be “friitful.”

> € coMmENT
Cox quickly accepted the
suggestion. ]

.0f veourse, .be

5o B2 glad to meet with ¢

the President, or his dele-
gate or any of his attorneys;
in a sincere effort to pursue
the  Court of Appeals’
suggestion to a mutially sat-
isfactory conclusion,” ' he

said in a statement. B

Mr. Nixon’s deputy press.
secretary, Gerald L. War-
ren, would say only that

“the White House received

the memo "and the White

House counsel’s office is
studying the memo.”

Cox had argued earlier

that the tapes should go di-

- rectly to the grand jury as’ |
crucial evidence concerning’ |
the planning and coverup of
the June 17, 1972, break-in at
Democratic headquarters in

- the Watergate complex.

- RULING j

Chief U.S. District Judge !
John J. Siriea had ruled ear-
lier that Mr. Nixon should '
turn the tapes over to him |
for his private inspection to |
decide which — if any —
should be submitted to the
grand jury. :

Both the White House and
Cox ‘opposed that ruling. =
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The seven - member Court .
of Appeals, which has accél- %

erated its consideration of '
the historic case so it will-
reach the Supreme Court by
October 1, ‘received ‘written
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. vanced by any party.”
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| and ordl arguments this
- week.

It said y”ésterday ‘that.a

; ixonglox agreement could
1" bhe
The U.S. Court of Ap- '

anged without sub-
verting the principle of exe-
cutive privilege. which the
White House has invoked in
refusing to turn over the

 Watergate related tapes of

Mr. Nixor’s conversations
with former White House’
and campaign aides.

The appellate judges said
they will rule on any disa-
greement if, after ‘“‘the-most.

-diligent efforts” of Mr. Nix-

on and Cox in reviewing the
tapes, ‘‘there -appear to:be
matters the President
deems privileged and the

* special prosecutor believes
-1 hecessary and not privi-
leged.” :

The court said it offered

the suggestion of a solution
- “without intimating a deci-

sion-on any question of jur-
isdiction or privilege ad-

The court said its memo--

. randum was issued becaiise

of “the possibility of a reso-

~lution of this controversy

without- the need for a con-
stitutional ruling.”
It “asked that either the
resident -of someone dele-
gated by him and assisted

-by the President’s counsel,

Professor Charles Alan
Wright, and Cox examine

 the tapes without the pres-

ence of a judge. ‘

“If the President and the
special prosecutor agree to
the material needed for the
grand jury’s functioning, the

' national interest will be

served. At the same time,

_Deither the President nor the
~ special prosecutor would be
in any way have surren-

dered or subverted the prin-
ciples for which they have
contended,”’ the court said. .
The seven judges of the
court added that even if they
were asked to rule on gz
question of privilege. after
the suggested examination,
“the issues Temaining for
resolution might be substan.
tially . narrowed and clari-
fied.”’ e , '
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