Washmgton Post Staff Wllters

Former spec1al counsel to[
the President Charles W.. Col-|
son is. a target of a federal‘
grand ‘jury investigation: here
and therefore has requested
through his lawyer that his ap-
pearance before the Sénate se-
lect Watergate committee be
delayed, chief committee coun-
sel Samuel Dash - wreportedly
told the committee yesterday

Meeting for ‘the first time
since the hearings recessed
Aug. 7, the committee voted to
resumeyits: heamngs on Sept,
‘24 Wlt}%vpubhc se sions. three
daysia‘week and ‘aprojected
completion date of Nov. 1.

Although Colson’s name was
mentioned frequently by wit-,
nesses. in relation to the"
Watergate affair during the |
first three months of commit-

tee hearmgs yest,erdays state- !
ment. by Da&h to the commit- |
tee was the first 1ndlcat10n
‘that Colson stood in 1eopardy
of being indicted. Colson:is at
lleast the' 10th former Nixon
| White" "House aide to be under
rnnvesugatlon for.
iwrongdoing while
ithe executive branch.
CoJ.,«on had been expected to
be' the first witness to: be
heard by the committee when
|it resumed its hearings. Dash,
according to, sources. close to
thescommittee, told the com- |
mittee that - Colsons Jawyer,
David Shapiro, told him Tues-
day that Colson had been noti-
fied that he was under 1nvest1~3
gation by a federal grand jury.
The sources said that Dash‘
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.14 the committee that Sha-
piro asked that Colson’s ap-
pearance be held in abeyance!
pending action by the grand
jury. which is probing the Sep-!
tember, 1971, break-in at the:
offices of Daniel Ellsberg’s
psychiatrist and other matters. |
Dash reportedly told the com-
mittee that Colson would re-
fuse to.testify to the commit-
tee before the grand jury has,
acted. Shapiro refused to com-
ment yesterday on his conver.
sation with Dash. :

Following Dash’s report,
sources said, the committee
decided after brief discussion
that it would be inappropriate
to call Colson if he would re-
fuse to answer questions.

The federal grand jury in-
vestigating: the Ellsberg break-
in—a separate grand jury
from the panel that has been
investigating the Watergate

Gardner said Gurney re-
peatedly said 1Lyy§ ould be inap-
propriate. to co. ent becausi
{ was :bemg:investi-.
eriminal division

Willidms is under investiga-
tion for- allegedly :ohcmn 3.
cash contri f],Ol]S using” Gur-
ney's“}ianie, from fhree. Els-
rida builders seeking chcm«
Housing contracts.
‘ uly, _Gmn y’s adminis-

| said that W]Ihams
toel who had done

“political

mblﬁg Coléon, : {
H earmgl)el ySought_
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breakin and, cover-up .since
June, 1972—is expected to re-

turn. m ictments this week or -

next in' connection w1th the,
Blisbére incident. ‘

A'state grand jury in Los
Angeles last week returned in-
dictments .- against, former
\\gute House . aides iJohn; D.
bgrhchman Dgllujé{,[ - (Bud)
Krogh Jr., David Re.Young Jr.
WG Gordon Liddy, charg-
ingthem with conspiracyland
burgﬁlry in connection with
the Ellsberg break-in.

Ehrlichman also
dicted for perjury ledyn was
convicted last January, along
with six other men, on charges
of conspiracy, burglary and il-
legal ‘wiretapping and eaves-
dropping in connection with
the break-in at'the:.Democratic
National Committee’s head-
quarters June 17, 1972.

Ehrlichman, according to
his own lawyers, also is g tar-
get of the federal grand ‘jury
investigation here into’ the
Ellsherg break-in. Erhlichman
appeared before that grand
jury Tuesday and is expected
to e recalled.

Although Shapiro declined
to comment when asked if
Colson was a target of the fed-
eral grand jury, Shapiro told
Washington Post reporter
George Lardner Jr: that Col-
son Had testified before the
panel for four or five days
duung* the past two- weeks
Shapitio said Colson hagd" not
invoked his Fifth Amendment

$

" privilege against selfmcrlmj—

nation, but the attorney de-
clined’to:discuss Colson’s testi-
mony further.

Committee sources sald that
Shapiro had discussed hypoth-
etically with the commlttee
stalf ““limited

that he had not sought immu-
nity “for Colson to testify.
Commiittee sources said that
Shapiro also had discussed hy-
pothetically Colson’s 1nvoklnc
the Fifth Amendment.

Although the exact hatpre
of the federal grand juty’s
investigation of Colson was
not clear, speculation w1thm
the commlttee focused on the
Ellsberg break-in and Colson’s
involvement with it.

One- of the areas "being
looked into in connection with
Colson and the West Coast
break-in is the money that was
used‘to finance the trip.

A'memo from the Watergate

. special prosecutor’s office, a

copy of which was obtained by
The. Washington . Posti* states
that Colson obtained a $5.000

|corrtact” work for Gurney.
" reports

I NeWwspaper

wags; " in-’

immunity ' for ;
Colson. Shapiro said yesterday

loan_ that was - used" fBl

Ellsb ¢ break-in.
The' plevxouslv

memo; dated Aug.

unreported !
8, states

that Washington tax attorney |

George D. Webster “was in-
volved in the $5,000 loan to
Colsofr for the Ellsberg break-
in.” but lists no other specifics.
Shapiro refused comment on

* the memo.

Several phone
. were left for Webster

ported him out of town yester-
day.

Webster, who headed TLaw-
vers 101‘ Nixon committées in
1968 and 1972, was reportedly
in line for a presidential ap-
pointment as commissioner of
the Internal Revenue. Service
earlier this year, but 'then
withdrew from consideration.

In an affidavit by Krogh
that was made public during
Ellsbergs trial last  May,
Krogh said that he recalled

receiving $2,000 from Colson:
for expenses for the break-in,
but that Colson did not know

what the money was to be
used for.

Colson, in a May 8 mter-
view 'with the FBI that was
made public in the Ellsberg
trial, -said he knew the
“plumbers” were going to the
West Coast, but that he had
no advance knowledge of  the
burglary.

The FBI report also quoted
Colson as saying he did not re-
call "Krogh asking him_ for
money for the trip to Cahfor-
nla ¢

Colson according to _ the
FBI repon also stated that he
at some unknown time
learned of the break-in, but
did not recall from whom. He
said that he later was ordered
three times——twice by Ehrl-
ichman and once by presiden.
tial counsel John W. Dean IIT
———to keep quiet about the
break-in.

In a transeript of a July 1,
1971, ‘telephone conversation
that was obtained by various
newspapers last week, Colson
told Hunt that “the resources
are there” to make the Penta-
gon Papers’ prosecution. “into
a major public case against
Ellsberg and coconspirators 2

#Colfon, in the conversation

e récorded. sounded out E.
xHowagd Hunt Jr. onithe possi-

thility © of “nailing” TEllsberg
and told Hunt that thm
case\ won’t be tr 1ed 1n “the

court, it w111 be mcd m the
newsnaner‘;

After the comnuttee’* execu-
tive session yesterday, chair-
man Sen. Sam J. Ervin Jr. (D-

N.C.)) and vice chairman Sen.|.

Howard H. Baker Jr. (R-Tenn.)
told reporters that resumption
|o£ the hearings had been put
l.off for one week to give the
ime to do more investi-

gatlon
The committee s‘all has se-

-had

stated that Williams had listed
himself as a Gurney aide in a

messages -
in 1'0-“
cent days, but he did not re-
“turn the calls. His office ve-'

0 Wat@rgate affair before lock-
|'ing into espionage and sabo-
tage—so-called “dirty tricks”
! —and campaign financing dur:
t ing the 1972 presidential cam-

lpaign. ;
[ The Los Angeles indict-
fiments against _Krogh . and
1

| Young apparently have all but
eliminatcd the possibility that
either will testify bhefore the
committee. Similarly, if Col-
son were indicted, his appear-
ance before the committee
wouldibe doubtful unless he
appeared voluntarily, aj:cord-
ing tocsources. ¢

Qonwcted Waterdatc con-
spir amr Hunt stillis expected
to tostlfy when the committee
resumes hearings, according
to sougees. Yoy

Ervin told reporters . that
Nov. 1is “the goal for which
the whole committee is’ shoot
ing” asthe conclusion date for
the hearings.

Baker said that theiw ek’s
delay 'in resuming the hear-
ings, originally expected to re-,
Isume Sept. 18, will “help us-
expedite the hearings rather
than delay the hearings” by
giv mg the staff an opportunity
to organize ijts -witness list
better.

Oné’ source leport”éd that
Dash,”in making a status re-
port ‘on the staff’s investiga-:
tion for the final two phases'
of the hearings, had: it
tle to tell the committee be-
{ cause the staff had more work
I to do*despite several weeks of
thard work since the hearings
| recessed Aug. 7. The staff still
s analyzing the evidence it:
has obtained and still has in-
vestigators in the heId the
sourice said.

Asked if the comrmttcei
would block television cover-
a”c'of the hearings when they
resume, Baker said that . Sen- .
ate rules do not permit exclu-
sion‘of such coverage. “If they|
decide not to cover it, I'sure;
won't be disappointed,” Baker:
ladded. Spokesmen for * Lhe{
three -commercial networks
saidithey Lad not made final
plans for coverage. )

' (,urney Won’t Discuiss

[crer}wt FEPOTt,.and sthat  Gur;

Inéy’s Washington office had
{ contfirmed his employment for
teredit-bureau officials.

Tie to ‘Influence’ Man

An angry Sen. Edward Gur-
ney (R-Fla.) refused at a news
conférence Tuesday to answer
quéstions concerning his con-
nection with alleged influence-
peddler Larry Williams.

Kmdht Newspapers - re-
ported that Gurney Llneat
ened to call off the news.con-
ferénce with Florida reporters
unless they changed the sub-
ject# .

Gurney’'s press aide John -
Gardner confirmed yesterday
that*Gurney had thteatened to
callfoff the news conference,
but'said this occurred only af-
ter Gurney had beenh asked
about Williams “at least five
times.” :

| Gardner said yesterday that
|Guritey told the news confer
ence that he had no, knowl-
edge of the credit, report

lehams was stdte finance
dir&ctorer, .theaﬁ‘lomda Repub-
‘hcan Committee from 1968 un-
‘til January, 1971, when he was
ousted after a (hanf’e in lead-
|ersh1p in the state party. It
iwas ‘after Williams Ieft that
post, Groot had said in July,
that he accepted Williams of-
fer toido volunteer .work f01
Gurney.



