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w
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m
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A
re T

here A
ny L

eaders L
eft to T

ake U
s T

o? 
W

A
S

H
IN

G
T

O
N

 —
 T

he W
atergate 

scan
d
al an

d
 th

e clim
ate it h

as created
 

w
ill have political repercussions—

per-
h
ap

s far-reach
in

g
 in

 fu
tu

re electio
n
s, 

b
u
t I serio

u
sly

 d
o
u
b
t if th

ey
 w

ill b
e 

c
o
n
fin

e
d
 to

 th
e
 R

e
p
u
b
lic

a
n
 p

a
rty

. 
R

ath
er, th

e rev
erb

eratio
n
s o

f scan
d
al 

and corruption w
ill shoot through both 

m
ajo

r p
arties an

d
 create real tro

u
b
le 

fo
r in

cu
m

b
en

ts, esp
ecially

 th
o
se w

h
o
 

m
ig

h
t h

av
e b

een
 su

b
jected

 to
 earlier 

ch
arg

es o
f cam

p
aig

n
 irreg

u
larities. 

W
h
at b

eg
an

 w
ith

 th
e rev

elatio
n
 o

f 
W

aterg
ate h

as sp
read

 far an
d
 w

id
e 

th
ro

u
g
h
o
u
t p

o
litics. D

o
zen

s o
f g

ran
d
 

ju
rie

s a
re

 a
t w

o
rk

 th
ro

u
g
h
o
u
t th

e
 

co
u
n
try

 in
v
estig

atin
g
 ch

arg
es ag

ain
st 

sco
res o

f o
fficeh

o
ld

ers an
d
 p

u
b
lic o

f-
ficials both R

epublican and D
em

ocrat. 
It m

ay
 co

m
e as a su

rp
rise to

 so
m

e 
in

terested
 citizen

s th
at th

e scan
d
als 

an
d
 ru

m
o
rs o

f scan
d
als are n

o
t co

n
-

fin
ed

 to
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
 an

d
 d

o
 n

o
t sw

irl 
only around the W

hite H
ouse and F

ed-
eral ag

en
cies su

ch
 as th

e F
.B

.I., th
e 

C
.I.A

. an
d
 th

e Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t. 

A
ctu

ally
, in

v
estig

atio
n
 o

f ch
arg

es 
against public officials and politicians 
h
a
s b

e
c
o
m

e
 a

lm
o
st a

 1
9
7
3
 fa

d
 in

 
p
ro

secu
tin

g
 circles. T

h
e situ

atio
n
 h

as 
led

 at least o
n
e n

atio
n
ally

 sy
n
d
icated

 
co

lu
m

n
ist, P

u
litzer P

rize-w
in

n
er W

il-
liam

 S
. W

h
ite, to

 q
u
estio

n
 p

u
b
licly

 
w

h
eth

er th
e en

th
u
siasm

 fo
r in

v
esti-

g
atin

g
 h

as n
o
t b

eco
m

e so
 w

id
esp

read
 

an
d
 in

d
iscrim

in
ate th

at it h
as b

eco
m

e 
a serio

u
s in

terferen
ce w

ith
 th

e G
o
v
-

ern
m

en
t's b

u
sin

ess. 
T

h
is certain

ly
 h

as b
een

 th
e case in

 
W

ashington, w
here one national prob-

lem
 after an

o
th

er h
as b

een
 p

iled
 u

p
 

onto a backlog w
hich F

ederal officials 
lack

 su
fficien

t tim
e to

 d
eal w

ith
. In

 
p
laces lik

e th
e P

en
tag

o
n
 —

 w
h
ich

 
houses the officials entrusted w

ith the 
defense and the national security—

ac-
tiv

ity
 v

irtu
a
lly

 g
ro

u
n
d
 to

 a
 h

a
lt a

t 
o
n
e p

o
in

t d
u
e to

 a lack
 o

f d
ecisio

n
 

D
o

u
o

las F
lo

rian
 

by a besieged W
hite H

ouse on a long 
list o

f v
ital v

acan
cies in

 th
e to

p
 lev

el 
of the m

ilitary service. 
S

orely needed action w
ent unattend-

ed
 also

 in
 m

an
y
 o

th
er d

ep
artm

en
ts 

_
an

d
 b

u
reau

s w
h
ich

 co
u
ld

 n
o
t g

et 
p
ro

p
er d

irectio
n
 fro

m
 th

e h
ig

h
er-u

p
s 

in
 g

o
v
ern

m
en

t. N
eed

less to
 say

, re-
o
rg

an
izatio

n
 o

f th
e F

ed
eral d

ep
art-

m
ents—

one of P
resident N

ixon's m
a-

jo
r p

o
stelectio

n
 p

ro
jects—

 w
en

t b
y
 

th
e b

o
ard

 w
h
ile th

e m
en

 w
h
o
 n

o
r-

m
ally

 w
o
u
ld

 h
av

e h
an

d
led

 it w
ere 

busy hiring law
yers and m

apping their 
o
w

n
 d

efen
ses ag

ain
st ch

arg
es g

ro
w

-
in

g
 o

u
t o

f W
aterg

ate. 
A

ll o
f th

is is b
o
u
n
d
 to

 h
av

e an
 ad

-
v
erse p

o
litical effect th

ro
u
g
h
o
u
t th

e 
n
atio

n
 an

d
 esp

ecially
 in

 areas w
h
ere 

the neglect of action caused the m
ost 

hardship and confusion. O
f course, the 

A
d
m

in
istratio

n
 u

n
d
er attack

 w
as R

e-
publican. In future election cam

paigns, 

D
em

ocrat candidates and officials can 
b
e ex

p
ected

 to
 m

ak
e th

e m
o
st o

f th
is 

fact. 
B

ut, scandal or not, P
resident N

ixon 
still g

ets h
ig

h
 m

ark
s fo

r h
is first.term

 
acco

m
p
lish

m
en

ts. W
aterg

ate, in
 m

y
 

co
n
sid

ered
 o

p
in

io
n
, h

as n
o
t en

tirely
 

erased
 th

e m
em

o
ries o

f a w
ar en

d
ed

, 
p
riso

n
e
rs o

f w
a
r re

tu
rn

e
d
 to

 th
e
ir 

lo
v
ed

 o
n
es, a v

isit to
 th

e G
reat W

all 
o
f C

h
in

a, a su
m

m
it m

eetin
g
 in

 M
o
s-

co
w

 an
d
 m

o
v
es to

w
ard

 d
eten

te w
ith

 
R

ussia. G
reat progress has been m

ade 
in

 th
e d

irectio
n
 o

f a stab
le p

eace an
d
 

a lessening of tension am
ong the great 

n
u
clear p

o
w

ers. T
h
ese ev

en
ts m

ad
e 

d
eep

, lastin
g
 im

p
ressio

n
s o

n
 m

an
y
 

concerned A
m

ericans, som
e of w

hich 
w

ill u
n
d
o
u
b
ted

ly
 o

u
tlast an

d
 p

erh
ap

s 
ev

en
 o

b
scu

re th
e irreg

u
larities o

f th
e 

W
atergate scandal. 
I am

 certain
ly

 n
o
t say

in
g
 th

at th
e 

prolonged scandal grow
ing out of the 

1
9
7
2
 e

le
c
tio

n
 w

ill n
o
t b

e
 fe

lt a
n
d
 

w
ill n

o
t w

o
rk

 ag
ain

st th
e R

ep
u
b
lican

 
p
arty

 g
en

erally
. B

u
t I am

 say
in

g
 o

u
r 

p
arty

 h
as n

o
t b

een
 w

o
u
n
d
ed

 so
 seri-

o
u
sly

 th
at it can

n
o
t still w

in
 an

 elec-
tio

n
. In

 fa
c
t, th

is v
e
ry

 fa
c
t w

a
s 

p
ro

v
ed

 co
n
clu

siv
ely

 ju
st recen

tly
 in

 
M

aryland, w
here young, conservative, 

R
ep

u
b
lican

 R
o
b
ert B

au
m

an
 w

o
n
 a 

sp
ecial electio

n
 to

 fill a su
d
d
en

 v
a-

cancy. 
A

n
d
 in

 ev
ery

 p
art o

f th
e co

u
n
try

 
w

h
ere I h

av
e trav

eled
 o

n
 p

o
litical 

erran
d
s su

ch
 as sp

eech
m

ak
in

g
 an

d
 

fundraising, I have encountered noth-
in

g
 b

u
t en

th
u
siastic cro

w
d
s d

eter-
m

in
ed

 to
 w

in
 in

 1
9
7
4
 an

d
 1

9
7
6
. 

O
f co

u
rse th

ere is n
o
 w

ay
 th

at th
e 

P
residential contest in 1976 can escape 

the onus of W
atergate and related and 

sim
ilar irregularities. I say unequivo-

c
a
lly

 th
a
t h

a
d
 n

o
t V

ic
e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t 

,A
g
n
ew

 b
een

 su
b
jected

 to
 a sm

ear 
cam

paign based on a still-inconclusive 
investigation by the U

nited S
tates A

t- 

to
rn

ey
 in

 B
altim

o
re, h

e w
o
u
ld

 h
av

e 
b
een

 th
e o

v
erw

h
elm

in
g
 ch

o
ice o

f th
e 

R
ep

u
b
lican

 co
n
v
en

tio
n
 fo

r th
e P

resi-
d
en

tial n
o
m

in
atio

n
. B

u
t sh

o
u
ld

 h
e b

e 
d
am

ag
ed

 irrev
o
cab

ly
 th

ro
u
g
h
 eith

er 
indictm

ent or inconclusive disposition 
o
f th

e ch
arg

es b
ro

u
g
h
t ag

ain
st h

im
, 

I w
ould expect the R

epublican candi-
date three years from

 now
 to be either 

form
er T

exas G
ov. John C

onnally, pres-
en

t C
alifo

rn
ia G

o
v
. R

o
n
ald

 R
eag

an
, 

o
r p

resen
t N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 G
o
v
. N

elso
n
 

R
ockefeller. 
B

ecau
se o

f W
aterg

ate, th
e R

ep
u
b
-

lican party in particular w
ill be forced 

to
 co

m
e u

p
 w

ith
 a can

d
id

ate fo
r th

e 
W

hite H
ouse w

ho w
ill qualify beyond 

all d
o
u
b
t as a p

o
litical "M

r. C
lean

." 
L

et m
e h

asten
 to

 p
o
in

t o
u
t th

at th
e 

n
am

es I h
av

e m
en

tio
n
ed

 are m
erely

 
am

o
n
g
 th

e b
est g

u
esses I h

o
ld

 at th
is 

m
o
m

en
t. It v

ery
 easily

 co
u
ld

 d
ev

elo
p
 

th
at a n

ew
co

m
er to

 n
atio

n
al p

o
litics, 

say
 so

m
eb

o
d
y
 lik

e S
en

ato
r H

o
w

ard
 

B
aker of T

ennessee, m
ight conceivably 

ru
n
 o

ff w
ith

 th
e' to

p
 h

o
n
o
r. 

P
o
litically

 sp
eak

in
g
, th

e situ
atio

n
 

rig
h
t n

o
w

 is in
 an

 im
m

en
se state o

f 
flu

x
 in

 b
o
th

 m
ajo

r p
arties. F

o
r ex

am
-

p
le, S

en
ato

r K
en

n
ed

y
, w

h
o
 tw

o
 y

ears 
ag

o
 lo

o
k
ed

 lik
e a lead

p
ip

e cin
ch

 to
 

ru
n
 o

ff w
ith

 th
e D

em
o
crat n

o
m

in
a-

tion, is now
 questionable. H

e has been 
b
ad

ly
 d

am
ag

ed
 b

y
 W

aterg
ate, w

h
ich

 
ren

ew
ed

 d
iscu

ssio
n
 o

n
ce ag

ain
 o

f th
e 

S
en

ato
r's ill-fated

 accid
en

t o
n
 C

h
ap

-
p
aq

u
id

d
ick

 Islan
d
. T

h
u
s th

e D
em

o
-

c
ra

ts w
h
o
 w

a
n
t to

 m
a
k
e
 th

e
 m

o
st 

o
f th

eir o
p
p
o
rtu

n
ities to

 cap
italize o

n
 

a "M
r. C

lean
" im

ag
e w

ill fin
d
 T

ed
d
y
 

K
en

n
ed

y
 a h

ard
 p

ro
d
u
ct to

 sell. 
T

he days ahead w
ill prove interest-

in
g
 in

 m
o
re w

ay
s th

an
 o

n
e, an

d
 in

 
m

o
re p

o
litical p

arties th
an

_
 o

n
e. 

T
h
is is th

e la
st in

 a
 series of articles 

b
y S

en
a
to

r B
a
rry G

o
ld

w
a
ter, R

ep
u
b
-

lica
n
 o

f A
rizo

n
a
. 


