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Rest of Wotergate Inquiry|
Is Delayed and Shortened

5 - SEP 1 d 197@

Sessions Put Off Until Sept. 24 and G ut
to Three Days a Week—N ov.1Is Set
as Target Datenfor Complétzon h

By JAMES M. NAUGHTON

Spectal to The New York Times 3!

WASHINGTON Sept. 12 —
The Senate Watergate commit-
tee decided today on a' sched-
ule of hearinggs that will sharp-
ly curtail its public ‘Inquiry
into 1972 Presidential® cam-
paign sabotage and financing,

The Senate Select Commit-
tee on Presidential Campaign
Activities agreed, at a 75-min-
ute closed meeting, to- delay

resumption of its Watergate|
Sept. 24, to|

hearings until
limit the sessions to three days
a week and to aim at Nov. 1
for completion: of the 1nvest1-
gation.

In announcing the schedule,

Senator Sam J. Ervin Jr., Demo-
crat of North Carolina, the

chairman, and Senator Howard|

_ H. Baker Jr. of Tennessee, the
ranking Republican, rejected
suggestions that the committee

was respondlng -to _pressure

over ‘the Watergate matter to
‘the courts.

Senator Ervin told reporters|.
that the'seven Senators be-|

‘lieved they could expedite the
" hearings’ by focusing on “key
witnesses” and “salient points”
of testimony without going into
““such detail that we won’t be
able -to see the forest for the
bushes and the trees.”

Senator Baker added that
there had been no considera-
tion given to the political over-
tones of the investigation.

“The committee, -as a com-.
mittee, is determined to finish!
this thing promptly and thor-
oughly,” Mr. Baker said. “And

I think we are going to do just]

Continued on Page 35, Column 1

h;te House and Re-]
pubhaan party leaders to ter-|,
minate. the hearings and ‘turn|

M,

Contmued From Page 1, Col ..i

"that.. That happeﬁs to cotnmde
with what' I think the pubhc'
wants, that is, to continug’ ‘but.
to continué with: as much; dis-
patch as poss1ble 7
The schedule ,wm mean that
the panel, which spent 37 days
looking into ﬁhe Watergate
break-in gnd cover-up before
recessing the first phase of the
; hearings on Aug. 7, will.have
18 ‘hearing days to complete
that phase of the inquiry and;
to examine witnesses on: the
second phase, political “di
tricks,” and the third, campa1 j
contributions, p
‘Could Go on ‘Forever’;
" Asked how .the comm;
could expéct to do a thorough,
job so quickly, Senator Ervi;}x
said-that “You could carry this
on forever,iyou know, until the
last hnger&xg echo of Gabt

horn . trembled into - ultimate|-

silence, if you want-to go miq
.all'the campaign contrlbutlons

He -said :that the,’ Senators
saw their. function in the latter|
two phases of the inquiry as
one of trying “to reveal: «the]
broad outlifies” of what it
vestlgators uncover,

The hearmgs had been sé
uled: tentatively to resume mext

‘informed the Senate panel that
Colson was a principal|
“target” of a Federal grand|

Mr.

- the committee were surrounded

. the spot where Thomas Jeffer-

week, There were reports from
authoritative members of 'the|
committee staff that its investi-
gators had been stymied: m a
cross-country search for new
revelations "~ about 'campaign
-sabotage attempts. e

Senator Ervin, respondmg to
a question about the reports,
said that he had not heard ‘of’
them. But he and Senator Baker
said that the committee investi-

) gators had indicated they wiould

“welcome’ an additional week|
to gather information.

Senator .Ervin attributed the’
delay in the resumption ‘of’

hearings to the need for “soms .

‘more investigation.” Senator
Baker noted that there was “a
lot of traveling involved?: in
the mqulry and said that, furs
thermore, “it covers a Wlde
variety of information far be-
yond the scope of a single.
event, as was the case in phase |

~ remained determined to obtain

" former White House legal coun-

one” of the hearings. :
Another” factor, cited pri-.
vately by an authoritative of:
ficial of the committee, was
uncertainty about the avail-
ability of Charles W. Colson,
the former White House special
counsel who had been sched-
ule to be the first witness.
The committee source said
that Mr. Colson’s lawyers had

jury looking into the Septem-
ber, 1971, burglary of the .of-
fice of a California psychiatrist
who treated Dr. Daniel Ells-
berg. According to the official,

Mr."Colson’s lawyers said that]}

if he were indicted he would

refuse to testify before thel/

committee.

The Senators were alslo said|,
- to have voted unanimously toi
grant limited immunity from|.

prosecution to Donald H. Se-

gretti, a principal figure in the|’
alleged White House campaign |-
to sabotage Democratic Presi-|:-
"dential candidacies.

Three committee investiga-
tors traveled ‘today to New |

- Hampshire to interview s:ome’«.
20 potential witngsses abqu;tl?

“dirty tricks” alleged to havel

occurred in that states 1972}

Presidential pmnary Other;

staff members were!,

Blscayne (Fla.) Bank ¢
Company, which is:
by - President Nﬂ(ons
friend, Charles G. Rehozo.

The two senior memberso

‘operated:

by newsmen and: television
technicians when they emerged
from- the closed meeting near
the Senate rotunda of the Capi-
tol.- The Senators answered|
questions standing three feet|
from a bronze plaque marking

son delivered inaugural ad-
dresses in 1801 and 1805 and
from which Aaron Burr once
presided over the Senate. -

Tape Recordings Sought
Both Senators said that they

accessto White House tape re-
cordings that President Nixon
has refused to turn over to the
committee, to the special
Watergate prosecutor or to the
Federa] courts.

Senator Ervin said that the
tapes were “crucial to the de-
velopment of the full truth”

about Watergate because tapes|

“in "an unaltered state” wpuld
determine the validity of testi-
mony by John W. Dean 3d; the

sel, that President Nixon w4s a
part1c1pant in the Watergate
cover-up.

Senator Baker sald that the
committee would write a ~re-
port for the Senate by Feb. 28
whether it gained access to. the
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tapes r&presenten tRe™ first and
best evidence of cerfai critical
encounters” and Woulf “great-
ly enhance” the panel’s efforts
to determine the facts. -

There had been some ques-|
tion whether the committee
would resume without a nation-:
al television audience. It has
been pressed by Republican
Senators Barry - Goldwater of
Arizona and Robert Dole of
Kansas to bar television:
cametas from the hearing room. |

Senator Baker said that Whlle
he was “in sympathy” Wlthl
the attitude of Republican col
leagues he was not in favor of
'their proposal.

The National
i RS .
1Company said it might present
| live coverage:of all ‘er- ‘part of
Ithe hearings or possibly pro-
’v1de no - hearings, depending
lupon ¢ the witness list. The
Amencan Broadcasting Com-
pany and the Columbia Broad-
castmg ‘System said they were
undec;,ded about live coverage! -

The ! networks said they had
not decided whether to rotate
coverage as they d1d in earlier
hearings.

The National Pubhc Affairs
Center for Television, which fed
live coverage of the first round
of Watergate hearings to East-
ern ‘public TV stations, said it
would not do it this time. It will
only videotape the hearings for
replay at night.

Senator Ervin was asked to
respond to a ‘suggestion by

Broadcast-ing

Senator Goldwater that he en-

|gage in* a Watergate debate
iwith President Nixon. Mr. Er-
vin laughed and replied:

“Well, if he challenges me,
I’ll accept =




