
On Wiretaps 
Spelled Out 

Washington 
Attorney General Zlliot 

L. Richardson spelled out 
for the first time ester- 
day a Justice Dep 	ent 
policy allowing n•  
security wiretaps o 	in 
cases related to foreign 
intelligence-fathering. 

In a letter to Senate For-
eign Relations Committee 
Chairman J .W. Fulbright 
(D e m -A r k.); Richardson 
said that he will not approve 
any application for electron-
ic surveillance unless it is 

designed: 
a "To protect the nation 

against actual or potential 
attack or other hostile acts 
of a foreign power. 

• "To obtain foreign intel- 
ligence information deemed 
essential to the securtiy of 
the United States. 

• "Or to protect national 
security information against 
foreign intelligence activi-
ties." 

Richardson's statement 
was the first delineation of 
government policy on na-
tional security wiretaps 
since the Supreme Court 
ruled a year ago that the 
government could not con-
duct domestic security wire-
taps without first obtaining 

a judicial warrant. 
The court did not apply 

that restriction to wiretaps 
said to be necessary to pees-
erve national security. 

The issue arose during the 
Foreign Relations Commit-
tee's hearings on the nomi-
nation of White House na-
tional security adviser Hen-
ry A. Kissinger to be kscre-
tary of state. 

The committee questioned 
Kissinger's role in authoriz-
ing national security wire-
taps 'on 17 indisduals. 

Richardson told Fulbright 
he 'outlined the polciy in or-
der t o fulfill Kissinger's 
pledge to obtain a statement 
clarifying wiretap p r o c e-
dures. 	Associated Press 


