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By LINDA GREENHOUSE 
Before his name was picked 

at random out of a revolving 
drum last May to preside at 
one of the most important 
trials of the year, few New 
Yorkers outside the sphere of 
the Federal Courthouse in 
Foley Square had ever heard 
of Judge Lee Persons Gagli-
ardi. But the 55 - year - old 

judge, on the 
bench since Jan-
uary, 1972, is no 
stranger to poli-
tics and certainly 
no stranger in his 

home county of Westchester, 
where the Gagliardis have 
been producing prominent 
lawyers and politicians for 
40 years. 

Two of the judge's ac-
quaintances there referred 
yesterday to the Gagliardis 
as "Westchester's Kennedy's." 
True, the family is Italian 
instead of Irish, Republican 
instead of Democratic, and 
solidly middle - class instead 
of wealthy, but there are dis-
tinct similarities nonetheless. 
In fact, one acquaintanse 
said,, "You could say they've 
gone further with less." 

The family's patriarch:- is 
Frank M. Gagliardi, who, at 
87 years old, spent a full 
work week at his White 
Plains law office until he suf-
fered a mild heart attack 
three weeks ago. He expects 
to be back at work next 
month. 

Frank Gagliardi had been 
born in Calabria, in southern 
Italy, and never went to law 
school. He taught himself laiv, 
passed the New York State 
bar examination, and while 
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- his seven children were grow-
ing up he was gaining promi-
nence as a lawyer and influ-
ence as one of the first Ital-
ian-Americans to break into 
the inner circle of the West-
chester Republican party, un-
til then almost the exclusive 
property of the county's Yan-
kee Protestant elite. 

Frank Gagliardi named his 
fourth child after Lee Parsons 
Davis, a law partner who 
later became the county's dis-
trict attorney. 

Despite the example of his 
namesake, Lee Gagliardi 
never ran for office and was 
viewed as the least political 
member of his family. His 
oldest brother, Joseph, served 
as county district attorney 
and is now a State Supreme 
Court Justice in White Plains 
His sister, Mrs. Diane Col-
lins, spent two terms in the 
county legislature. Her hus-
band, William Collins, was 
the New Rochelle city Re-
publican leader until this 
year and ran President Nix-
on's re-election campaign in 
New Rochelle. Their son, 
Peter, was an assistant dis-
trict attorney before he be-
came an Army lawyer, now 
stationed in Germarfy. 

Lee Gagliardi apparently 
took so small a part in his 
family's political activities 
that, one Westchester Demo-
crat said yesterday, "Every-
one was surprised when he 
got picked to be a judge. He 
wasn't involved with the or-
ganization at all." 
Lee Gagliardi was graduated 
from Phillips Exeter Acade-
my, Williams College, and 

after three years in the Navy 
during World War II, from 
Columbia Law School in 1947. 
His first legal job, which 
lasted seven years, as a trial 
attorney for the New York 
Central Railroad. 

For 16 years before Sena-
tor James L. Buckley, Con-
servative-Republican, nomi-
nated him to 'the Federal 
bench in 1971: Mr. Gagliardi 
was the chief trial counsel 
in his father's law firm, now 
called Clark, Gagliardi and 
Miller. He was selected for 
the bench by a screening 
committee of six lawyers, 
headed by C. Dickerman Wil-‘F  Hams. 

Judge Gagiardi was ap-
pointed and confirmed at the 
time that the Attorney Gen-
eral was John N. Mitchell,  

who, along with former Sec- ,' retary of Commerce Maurice 
H. Stans, will stand trial 
later this fall in his court-
room on charges of obstruct-
ing a major fraud investiga-
tion in return for a contribu-
tion to President Nixon's re-
election campaign. 

Judge Gagliardi is described 
by his friends as a quiet, 
rather shhy man who is en.. 
thusiastic about being a judge. 
When he was a practicing-. 
lawyer, h espent almost every 
day in court rather than be-
hind 'his desk, bringing a 
"spirit of joie de vivre" to his 
trial work, according to a.for-
mer partner, who said he 
"felt like I lbst my best 
friend" when Judge Gagliardi 
left the firm. 
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