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Comnally: High Court Is lot Always Supreme

By David 'S. Broder
‘Washington Post Staff Writer

Formier Gov. John B. Connally of Texas
making his Washington .debut as a Re-
publican presidential possibility, said last
“night that President Nixon could well be
justified in ignoring any Supreme Court
decision to turn over the Watergate tapes.

“We're leading ourselves into believing ¢
the Supreme Court is the ultimate arbiter
of all disputes,” Connally said, “and I
don’t" believe it. I think there are times
when the President of the United States
would be right in not obeying a decision
of the Supreme Court.”

Connally discussed Watergate and the .:
GOP future with newsmen before taking .
the star turn as the guest of honor at a .-
reception his new comrades in the Texas
Republican. Party gave for the assembled i
members of the Republican Natlonal Com-
mittee. y

Last nignt’s stop was part of a cross{

. country speaking tour which Connally, a
former Lyndon Johnson protege who
switched to the Republican Party last
May, acknowledge is designed in partq to.

k test his prospects. io the 1976*nomination
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thought the President might
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Telling newsmen he did not!

want to discuss the merits -of
the tapes controversy, he said
it was wrong,-in h's view, to-
believe that the judiciary”is
necessarily supreme in -su-ch- a,
case.“If there is merit in the
strueture of this governmernt;
with three co-equal branches,”
he said, it is “sure” that there
are times when a President
could ignore an adverse Su-
preme ‘Court ruling. :
Connally also backed Mr.
Nixon’s right to conduct wire-
taps for national security, al-
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