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Inouye Says

He Doesn’t
Need Tapes

Washington

Senator Daniel K.
Inouye said yesterday he
and his colleagues on the
Senate Watergate com- |,
mittee could write *‘ani
adequate report” without
hearing any secret tapes
of Plebxdem Nixon’s con-
versations with aides im-
plicated in the scandal.

The Hawaii Democrat said
he saw no reason for the
committee to postpqne “its

after resolution of then ,curt
battle over the tapes.

“As far as I'm concerned,
personally, this is where the
difference between a legisla-
tive proceeding and a judi-
cial proceeding. comes in,”
Inouye said.

“If this were a, criminal
matter, T would say that the
tapes are absolutely neces-
sary, essential.

“In our case, I think we
can.proceed and file an ade-
quate  report vw’thout the
- tapes.”

He made the remarks ina
television  inferview on
NBC’s Meet the Press.

Inouye also rejected the
idea that Watergate or the
Senate heariings had.threat-
ened the. ability of gcwern-
ment. 1o concentrate on
pressing domestic problems,
as Vice President Spiro T.
Agnew suggested in a
speech Saturday night.

“Every study made so far
will indicate that the Con-
gress: of the United States
has been operating ah&ead: of
schedule in many cases.” he
said. “We have already
passed 400 bills and have
been in ‘session over 600
hours.”

Inouye further defended
Congress’ performance by
saying all major legislation
had been considered and
that half of the appropria-
tions: measures ‘‘had either
!passed or  are on their wayf
to the white House.” o
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