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Agnew TI its
Watergate |
Obsession

.....

ST CHARLES I, Sept 8
(AP)—Vwe Pre51dent S%lro T,
Agnew cr1t1c1z1ng “the iperse-
cutcu ial atmosphere - hﬁngmg
over . the Amencan pohtlcal
system L said - tomght: ‘that

“morbid . preoccupatior . with
'Watergate” threatens tpe gov-
ernment’s ability to fune.tmn.

“Tt is, therefore, an md.u'ect
obstructmn of the w11f of the
people » he said. 3

Agnew made his comments
Ina: peech prepared for deliv-

ery before a Kane County Re-

pubhcan rally honoring Leshe
C. Alends a 20-term congress-
mal}

CAgnew, whose Maryland gu-
bern.atonal campaigns are un-
dér federal’ -investigation, said
he -wouldn't “minimize “the les-
sons of Watergdte” B’izt ‘he
sald' “the

tragm ‘proportions.”.
’@he preoceupatioh hany
' thmg and everythlng related

to Vw;tergate is the most obvi-
ous, but . not necessarxly the
nost ‘insidious ‘by-product of |

the'affair,” he said]’ Far mor¢

dangerous in’'my: op;nmn, is’

the .persecutorial’ at
hanging over ‘the ./
political system.” -
-t The Vice President; who has

generally  kept * hlm.self re-|

mpeed from the Wat,

" ease and has rareiy Spoken

strongly in pubhc about it;
aid:

 “Our opponents W111 argue
that the strengt
system lies in g

through the
over and over

it out, and I h em to think

that the Watergate jeans are|

losing their blue and

b\egm—
ning to fall apart.” ! .

. inflation or the problems: of:

- ershed of Watergate Im spite
- of that, it is obvious. tha

“We all know that presi-
. dents must take some heat,”

he: sald “Well, Pres1dent
Nixon has b,een standm here
and takmg it eversin ena-
tor (Sam) Efvin'has beey doing
his ‘rain -dance in that ash-

ingten committee room ” Er-
vin is, chairman of the' Senate
‘Watergate committee.

“The morbid preoccupation
with Watergate threatens the
ability of a government to con-
centrate on the problems it
was elected to solve.,” he said.

“Watergate is not only a
preoccupation in Washington,:
it has become something of a
parolor game,” he told the Illi-
nois audience. “But try to find
one of these Watergate ex-
perts who knows or cares,
much about the energy crises,)

the American farmer. Those.
are currently non-Washington
issues and therefore not really
worth their serious attention.”
He said the Watergate re-
ccupatlon hamperlng e
resident in carrying o é:e
programs we were elec?e ito
1mp1ement > 3 ‘
“T suspect that by 1974 the
American people are gomg to]
be askmg not who - yelled loud

was' qut there looking' ”‘fort an-
swers to our ‘eeonomic . prob-
lems and working for“world’
peace,” he said.

“We have reached -the wat—

in thls country are going ts i
continue to attempt to milk "this'|
issue dry,” he said. “Those em-{
JDbittered critics of this adminis-
ation and this party ‘who




