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U;?PI) — Vice President Ag-
new said yesterday the mos’c
dangerous outgrowth of the

Watergate scandal is “‘the
persecutorial  atmosphere

‘hanging over the Ameu;?‘an '

: pohtlcal system.”
. Agmew spemﬁcally criti-
cized Sen.. Sam Hrvin
(D-N.C.), chalrman of the
Senate Watergate 1nve§txgat-
lng committee, for doing a
- “rain dance” to embarrass
President Nixon durmg the
hearings. %
:.He predicted Americans
would not tar the entlre Re-
publican Party ““for the mis-
guided actions of a few zeal-
ots? and said “I haveméver
been more proud of my par-

ty” despite the “real and

‘tragic abuses” in the Water-
: gate affair.

~In what was billed by hIS
offlce as_.a:major-address;
Agnew madeno direct 1efer-
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‘pub

_ thls

m‘volving

i him w1th a iedera] grand
© juzy’ 1nvest1gat10n of politi-.
. cal, corruption in Maryland
i whe ¢ he served as  governor
" be l'ﬁre becommg v1ce pre31

de

B’étt in -his speech to a

epg;bhcan dinner: ‘Today
. gihe movitees of those of
us inyolved in politics at all
levels are being called into
question, Many assume that
we ‘Hre out simply for our-
selves, with no thought of the
¢ interest.”

At&nothel polnt, Agnew

told&he dinner in honor of

se Repubhcan whip Les-
‘Arends of Illinois:
“Th‘, e embittered critics of

pa ho could not discredit
us at the polls in November
will inake every effort— no
ma how ‘reckless — to

discr 1t us now."”

‘ preowupatlon with
g and everytlung re-
0- Watergate is the

sarily the most insidious
by-pro duct of the affair,”
Acne

sald ‘Far more dan-
, in my opinion, is'the
nel,s ‘utonal atmosphere
oer the Ameucan
system.” -

»charged that Ervin

vious but not neces-.

gate committee were trvmg
‘to “milk, this issuidry.”

““Our- opponents will avgﬁei
that the strength of our iree

system lies in ‘our willing-
ness to wash our dirty linen
in pubhc, and to some ex-
tent, they are mght " he~
said. .

“But even a strong gar-
ment cannot be put through
the- washing machine' over:
and over without wearing it
out, and I happen to think
that the Watergate jeans are
losing their blue and begin-

" ning to fall apart.” ”

Agnew quoted foxm
President Lyndon Johnson' as
saying ‘“the presidercy iz
like being a jackass caught
in a hailstorm — ‘you've :got
to just stand there and take
it.

“Well, Pre51dent Nixon
has been standmg there and
takmg it ever since Sen. er-
vin has been doing his rain
dance in that Washmgtan
committee room. The good
senator - wanted a warm
summer rain to make DQm-
ocrats grow, but it sgems
to me that 1f public opu:uon
continues to cool that rain,
Sen. Ervin might find. him-
self in the same kind of hail-
storm that Pre51dent John-
son mentioned. 'y

“I suspect,” he- added
“that by 1974 the. American

. who
‘was. out thel'e 1%okmg for an-

swers tos our; /E8eNomic prob-
Wi

lems and:) 'orkaw for world

Bpeale. #The Americai people
are fair-minded and ‘consid-
erably more intelligent
than some of our, opponents
seem: fo think.” |
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