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address, and drinks very little at any time. The official 
explanation, in part implied and in part explicit that 
M. Nixon in New Orleans showed and .succumbed to 
the strain that he's been under for many months, 
;ith the Watergate scandals and other trouhtes 
resi,'ines, seems sufficient and believable to roe, 
hadlO be added that a senior Nixon assistant who 

.:as with the President in New Orleans and who later 
a teievised replay of the VFW appearance and 
ch was Shocked and disbelieving when he 
94.tha inapressi)n reported here. This assistant 

adughl and told M. Nixon that he'd done extrerietv 
.NeW,  Orlearit,. I gather that the P-esidelit didn't 

tiarre'l tviiii this estimate of the performance, GioUgh 
P:nt; 01 his 	assistants did. They encouraged 
tw  

report that he President held 'a promised press 
in 

• 
('aificin tia sot:Mei than he'd first in-

becitt.tse•h> agreed with advisers wha telt that 
t*,,iF.i.tp,4t.:,i91.4`ric•New•Orleans spectacle could be dis-

' to 'be quickly offset. 

eorresponding dispute at ilia we,tacil 
•tantisoItacidt. the inipacc of tel Nixon's San 

Co. 	 jinaged it t-ti 

• pt-i. 	s ■ ispect that their idt 
that of the aepot. ters. 

tended to mull o.t.ef'IthL nainy 
'fiiLL,cieatiooaintee Presalen.'i ansh,ais 

titrnf.;anaduestions that we put to him 
• .the .effect that his readiness to respond 

iiestioris an pears. to have had There's a act-fain:,  
doubt a good deal of 

in the e‘yressed conviction that the Prasi- 

dent 'hatspu t thd woist of his Water-vote travail behind 
cia,..)ie  and trusted White House assistants Cal' 

the prospect oi Watergat, 
c.onfropta t ion s with th& 

s4'..9e..r• his po-We't to ■•,'Iithhold 
tit-ttheattestedand reportable fact 

yt, assist 	s do b est.vc. it 

:•ar 

to ci ort r C'Veri s 
itati : att 	at counts because- 
as so 	h a eature in the rernainbeacti scene 
art it ,Vitiraut i>pologY. I also accept the assertion, 

on assistants that the President does not drink: at • • 
cataainiy not before he is to make. a 


