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. Special to The Washlngton Po

“U.S. Distriet: Chief Judge
Johi J, S:r,ica yesterday, gave
] ;24

to respond to a suit file
the Senate Watergate comnj.ut-
yes
fions

i

|eoncerning the Waterga
dent.” :
The White House asked for

equate time to prepare: dn-
swers to issues raised in the
suit.

The committee had asl{ed
that the case be expedited in
the hope that it' might reach
the Supreme - Court at the
same time a similar legal ‘ef-
fort by Watergate special pros-
ecutor Archibald Cox to get
the tapes reach that Court.

In ruling that thHe White |
‘House “is not dragging its
‘ ‘Sirica also indicated
felt the courts may not
authority to
ymmittee’s at-

dlctlonal l;ssue raused by the!
Whlte Ho(gse%may be su(.h a

ng sued
to get the case thrown out be-
cause of’ lack of jurisdiction
aré routine in civil suits, and
are usually rulegi\_‘qg;gpi@kly;

a’'person or agency ‘be

the delay so it would have ad-

'| the White House counsgl

Committee counsel Samuel
Dash said the schedule speed-

ommittee than

: special prosecutor, because it’

plans on ending its he;%rmgs
by Nov. 1. The grand jury

;hearmg the Watergate case

does not go out of service un-

-til the first week in December.

Dash said the Senate com-
mittee has a legislative man-
date to bring out all the facts
related to the Watergate scan-,
- dal before the public.

The tapes, the emstence of
which he pointed out was dis- !
coveréd during a Senate hear.
ing, also are necessary to re-
solve major discrepencies in .
testimony.

Attorneys for the Whlte
'House replied that thes; z;e uest
tfora delay until Sept. /24 fro
the ¢ Vp%lmltte{e requested dat
of Se 12 was “not -an .at-
tempt. to weigh the b lgncmg
‘of urgencies” bétween'ithe leg-
islative and executive
branches of government.

Instead, they said that
White House attempts to focus
its energies on the alréady-ex-

‘ pedlted sSchedule in the prose-

cutor'sattempts to get the
tapesiare such that it could
not give adequate time and
manpower to answering the
Senate committee’s suit.:

Judge Sirica agree

say-

|ing the Court “is determined
not to be’ rushed into a' half-
baked jobh.”



