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Agnew; s F rien?dj
- Aiding Probe

Washington o

I. H. (Bud) Hammer-
man, a long-time friend of
Vice President Spiro T.
Agnew and a millionaire
Baltimore mortgage brok-
er, is cooperating with
gating allegations that
Agnew received kickbacks
from Maryland contrac-
tors while governor of the
state. ;

Hammerman, sources
said, is praviding informa-
tion in the hope that he him-
self will receive either leni-
ency or some other form of
consideration from the U.S.
attorney’s office in Balti-
more which has been con-
ducting the Agnew probe.

Hammerman and another
long-time Agnew friend, J.

Walter Jones, were notified

along with the vice president
last month that they were
under investigation. Both
men have proclaimed their
‘innocence and refused to
comment on the investiga-
tion.

Jones, an Annapolis bank-
er, was dccused, sources
said, of extorting money
from Maryland contractors
and of turning over at least
part of the money to Agnew.
He has denied the charges
and, sources said, main-

tained that he cannot coop-
erate with federal prosecu-
tors because he has no infor-
mation fo offer them. '
The allegations against
Hammerman have beenless
clear, but sources close to
the case have consistently -
maintained that this cooper-
ation would be most valua-
ble to the prosecution be- -
cause of his years of asso-
ciation and friendship with
Agnew. ‘s
Hammerman, the prési-
dent of the S. L. Hanj
man organization, attended
school in Baltimore with Ag-
new and has remained af

‘friend “ever since. Although

nominally a Democrat, he
has been a prime Agnew
fundraiser and contributor
in most of Agnew’s cam-
paign stretching back to his
successful 1962 contest for
Baltimore county executive.
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