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Acting on direct orders
tfromi! P1e51dent - Nixon,¥ the
Secret . Service tapped’ the
telephone of the Presi-
dent’s brother, businessman
F. Donald Nixon, for 1
than a year, accordm' £
fourhighly reliable sources.

The President ordered his
bro};her’s phone tapped dur-
ing *Mr. Nixon’s first term
because he feared that Eon-
ald Nixon’s various financial
activities might bring em-
barrassment to. .the Nixon
Stration, the “sources.
; ,eretappmg | appar-
ently was the only means by
which ' the Pres1dent felt
configent. ~ of monitoring
what; his brothe was doing,
accordmg o
who Include government in-
vestigators and a Nixon ad-
ministration official.

President Nixon’s decision
to have his brother placed
under electronic surveillance
was based partly on his con-
cern about Donald: Nixomn’s
involvement w1th the finan-

cial empire of billionaire -
“according

Howard Hughes,
to one of the sources. Don-
ald ’\hxon no
dent of the Marrmtt Corp.,
received a controversial

$205,000 loan‘from Hughes

111 1.956 ,Th%oan /as never

Nﬁ(o:? Kvgi on| ev-
eral conducted by the Searet
Service on orders from.either
the President :or
House aides who said they
Were acting in the Presi-
dent’s behalf, according to
two of the sources. The

pames of the other persons

Wiretapped and\the reasons
- for the surveillance could

not be learned.

. The wiretaps were handled

by the /Secret Service’s Tech-

nical Secunty Division, the

Same unit that also installed
and maintained the elabor—

ate secret taping system
that President Nixon used:
| “record automatxcallyﬁ

See WIRETAP, AY

WIRETAR,
versations in
on his telephones, :

Attempts to get eommert
frorn the White House ﬁbout

ithe wiretap were unsuccess-:

ful' “last night. Spokesmen

the' sotr ce, -

. lea

’ segunty However, tw

vice presi- .

White,

' were conducted by the

;etapped Brother

for the Secret bervme and

to ‘comment, .

“According to the sources,
the office of special Water-
gate .prosecutor Archibald

. Cox has received informa-

tion about the Secret Serv-

ice. ‘wire taps, including the .°

one on -Donald Nixon. A
spokesman for Cox’s office
also declined to comment

yesterday,

"The Nixon tap, as well as
some or all of the other
electronic surveillance con-
diicted by the Secret Service,
apparently was unrelated

. to' national security, accord-

ing to the sources. Unless
there was. some legitimate
ngtional security Just1flca-
tion for the taps, the sources:
said, they-would appear to
be 111ega1
President Nixon has de-
fended his authorization of
17. other wiretaps—on. ad-
ministration officials and
news reporters—as legal be-
cause they were purported-
ndertaken to stop news
that - the Presx(@jd&1
deemed harmful to nation:

those 17 taps were on the
telephones of White ;Héuse -

aldes “#Who have _said they

tional securlty

The tap on Donald Nxxon
and! ‘others conducted by the
Secret Service, were ‘not
amo.oncr thé 17 taps dlsclo”%ed
earher this year, accordlng
to The Post’s sources, Those
17, which the President h:i*s
knowledged ordér]

i ,“Untll the Supreme Cq{%r

ordered otherwise, the Nix-
on, administration had asser
ted. its self-proclaimed

thority to conduct wn'etgn
ping without a court or‘%e
in . matters. affecting th
national security. On June
19, 1972, the Supreme COUIt
1uled that such wiretaps in-
volving “domestic”

°

the question of the legahty :
of taps, related to “fore1gn”
secuut&l threats.

gTapes - of conversatlons
about the Watergate bug-
ging iincident that Premdent
Nixon had with severa] aldes
have been subpoenaed ' as
evidence in.the Watergate
affair by spemal Watergate

refused to tum over the

fse

threats )
" to the national security were
illegal. The court left open 1,

01 Cox and the Sen-
ate sell ct “Watergate: COM-
mittee. Pres1dent -Nixon has:-

tapes, and the issue
m the courts. g
In July, immediately after
1blie dlsclosure of the

t tapping system, the
White' Hou refused to let
several Secret Service

‘agents who maintained; the
presidential tapping system
anewer any questions asked
by Senate investigators.
At the time, government
soureces said theJ suspeeted
that the Seeret Service
agents might be aware of
othé?¥ electronic surveillance
perhaps illegal—in addi-
tion' to the presxdentlal tap-
ing system,
ﬁonald Nixon, 58, received
WI’ espread publie atten(aon
n" 1960 when it was dis-
cloéed that billionaire
Oo%ghes had lent him $205,
in 1956 in an attempt ‘to
rescue Nixon’s, Inc, a re?-
tadrant chain. Donald Nixon
operated in Southern Cali-
fornia, The transaction be-
came popularly known ' &s
“the Hughes loan” and 1ed:

ard- N1xon, who was then'

running for President, for al-
Iedgedly having a role m
negotiating it.
- Despite the ioan, Donald
" Nixo#l filed for bankruptcy
in 1961, leaving $206,000 in
debt@"rThe Hughes loan was
nevepirepaxd w9
From 1963 fo 1968, Doh-
©ald Nixon was associated
with''a Southern California
marketlng consulting firm
In 1870, he became a yite
president of the Marriott
Corpo‘ratlon whose presi-
dent J. Wlllard M;arrmtt is
a cIOSe friend of the Presi-
dent and a major Repuhli-
can campaign contributor.
In ‘the last five years
there have been perwdlc
news reports referring to at-
tempts to keep Donald Nix-
on out of trouble by John D.
Ehrhchman the P1e51dent’

former domestic affalrs ad-

viser, and Charles G. (Be’be)

Rebozo, the President’s close

personal friend. Such at-

tempts often were less than

suecessful, according ito
; hews accounts b5

' In a Feb. 1, 1971, Waite

House memorandum ob-
tained by- The Washington
Post last month, Joh ', J.
Caulfield, who conducte ‘se
“Etl‘ mvestlgatxons for

ite House, referred  to
Donald leon and--the
Hughes financial interests.

The memo, . addressed to
former™ pre51dent1al counsel
John W. Dean ITI, said that
“Don. Nixon visited the Do-
minican Republic with a
small group of  wheeler-

_dealers in September, 1969,

who. assertedly were connec-
ted with” enterprises owned

by Howard.Hughes, the re- .

cluswe bllho,nau-em in
the £11960s “moved m y ‘of
his business interests: to Las
Vegas.

Caulfield, a former New
York Clty detective who

" guarded President Nixon

durmg the 1968 presidential
campaign, is believed to have
supplied 1nvest1gators from
special prosecutor Cox’s
office with information about

: the Secret Service wiretaps.

<" While serving as a special
investigator in the White
House and reportlng to Ehr-
lichman, Caulfield con-
ducted a wiretan on 'the
telephone of syndicated
newspaper columnist Joseph
Kraft. That tap was in addi-
tion . to- the 17 President
Nixon has acknowledged au-

. thonzmg and was not among

those reportedly conducted

by the Secret Service.
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