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Nixon Press Conference

- He Blasts
Congress’'
Record -

Washington ‘ :
President Nixon, de-.
claring that he would veto
the minimum wage;bill
. passed by Congress, chal-
lenged the Senate and
House yesterday to im-
prove upon a “disappoint-
ing” record by enacting
his  “bipartisan” legisla-
tive proposals. :
The President announced

at b second news confer-
ence in two weeks that he
.would take the unusual step
“of §endil1g to Congress a
supplementary “state of the
union” message on Monday
calling for urgent action in a
number of areas.

He said that the nation

would face increased econ-
omic distress, would enter
nuclear arms negotiations in
a  ‘“second-class position’
and swould encounter a se-
vere energy crisis unless
Congress moves quickly to

implement White House ini- -

liatives.
BLAME

Furthermore, - throughout
a televised conference last-

ing about half hour, the:

President blamed the Dem-

_ ocratic-controlled  Congress
for- existing or potential na-
tional difficulties.

While pledging generally
to work with the leaders of
Congress on matters he re-
garded as of “vital import-
ance, to all of the American
people,” Mr. Nixon said that
he had decided with “very
great regret” to reject the
congressional plan to raise
minimum wage levels.

He said that the bill in-
creasing the $1.60 basic
hourly rate to $2 this year
and $2.20 next July 1 would
dry up money that might
otherwise be used to hire the
unskilled or teen-age jobless
‘and would give boost to in-

flation. -

Mr. Nixon’s statement sel
the stage for a new confron-
tation with the Congress and
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provoked an allnoéf imme-
diate. outery from the lead-
ers of organized labor.

4% QUESTIONS

- As the President fielded a
humber of questions dealing
with issues other than Wat-
ergate — smiling broadly,
his demeanor calm and his
answers generally more con-
fident than at a session with
reporters on August 22 that
was dominated by the scan-
dal — he acknowledged that
-his  administration had suf-
fered a loss of public faith.

~But he said that this" was
not altogether unexpected
after four months of eriti-
¢ism “by innuendo, by leak,
by, frankly, leers and sneers
of commentators,” and that
he is determined to restore
confidence in his leadership
by demonstrating confidence
in® himself and through ac-
tions rather than words.

SEP fm

i

f1_973‘ {

pen to the economy this year
-— have- called -for tax re-
forms as a method of deal-
ing with inflation.

But, the President said,
“There isn’t a chance thata
responsible -tax bill would be
passed Dby this Congress in
time to deal with that prob-
lem” and that one laudable
“gimmick” of giving the
White House power to move
the investment tax credit
rate up or down would never
be approved by Congress.

DEFENSE

He contended that those in
Congress who would balance
the budget by shifting funds
from defense to domestic
programs made the ‘“fatal
mistake” of risking a strong
U.S. Dbargaining position
in the forthcoming strategic
arms negotiations and bal-
anced force reduction dis-
cussions with the Soviet
Union.

“We can have the finest

- More Nixon News
on Page 8.

Following a precedent set
by the then-beleaguered
President Truman in 1948,
Mr. Nixon said he would call
in a new
state of the union message
to take action before it be-
came ‘“‘too late to act for the
interests of the people.”

. INFLATION

He said that the fight
against inflation required re-
straint in federal spending,
but that there are spending
proposals pending in Con-
gress which would, if enact-
ed, “bust the budget to the

_ tune of at least $6 billion.”

Mr. Nixon said that some
in".Congress and among his
own. economic advisers —
the latter, he noted; “have
not been very good” in
projecting what would hap-

b —

domestic. programs in the
world,” 'Mr. Nixon/declared.
“but it isn’t going to make
any difference if wetdon’t
have our freedom and if
we're not around to enjoy
them.”

The President charged
that Congress has thus far.
neglected seven “major pro-
posals” designed to dea]
with the energy shortage. .

The nation was “lucky’’ to
escape widespread problems
this ‘summer, he said, but if
the legislators did not acton
the "Alaska oil pipeline au-
thorization, on proposals to .
de-regulate the production of
natural gas and on other
energy measures, the nation
would face an ultimate ener-
gy crisis and be “at the
mercy” of Middle East oil-
producing nations threaten-
ing® to use their natural re-
sources as adiplomatic bar-
gaining chip.
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