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A Zambian Embassy spokes-
man said yesterday that elec:
troni¢ and technical equip-|
ment bought by Zambian adsy
viser Marshall Soghoian was|
exported to Zambia with the
permission of the TUnited|
States government. Pk

week by the Justice Depart-
ment with acting as an ‘'un-
registered foreign agent and
with possession of an 111af'al
electronic listening device. i

Zambian Embassy counse]
Joshua Siyolwe said Svall
equipment procured throuffh
Mr. Soghoian’s services waSr;
processed for export thtot
the appropriate agenciesi
offices of the United States '
government, after the . neces- |
sary export permits and other 3
certifications had heen ob "
. tained.”

Siyolwe added that So°h1311\
rather than being a secret.’.
agent, was an “adviser on elec:}
tronic and other techmcal
matters. . .and his activities)
were, to our knowledge, fully
known by the appropriatel{
United States government of-'>
ficials with whom he came
into repeated contact.”

Siyolwe said the equipment
that Soghoian had purchased ||
for Zambia™ was “bought on-
the open market through
sources of supply available to |!
any potential purchaser.”

He said he had been told by
the State Department Thurs-
day that copies of two export
permits issued to Soghoian
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’rh‘é‘a been located by Depart-

meént of Commerce officials.
State Department spokes-

_5riien said they “had no reason
{to doubt Siyolwe’s statement

that two export permits had
been found,” but yesterday
they could neither -confirm
nor deny it because the two
officials who met with hima

[|eould not be reached.
Soghoian was charged last||:
'|cials could not be reached for

.Comierce Department offi-

comment, either.

. The FBI, which is in charga
of investigating Soghoian’s an-
tivities. refused to discuss the

' case, saying it was before the

jcourts.

Siyolwe confirmed yester-
day that Zambia had rented a

"warehouse in Hyattsville, for
\iwhich Soghoian paid the rent

in cash last July, to store
“property that belongs to the
i Zambian government.”

“This is not unusual,”
aid.

" Included in the items stored
the warehouse, Siyolwe
‘said, were electronic equip-
iment and other technical
cquipment to be used in Zam-
bia’s “copper, radio and car in-
dustmes as well as for schools

he

I and other governmental activi-

ties.” He declined to be more
specific about the type of

‘|equipment purchased.

He said the responsibility
for - purchasing such equip-
ment had been “delegated” to

";“Sodhman because of his tech-

‘nical experience in the elec-
tronics field.

According to ©oghoian’s
mother, he holds a degree in

ichemistry and physies from
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‘{the University of Richmond’

\\
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and once ran an electronics
shop in Richmond.

Following Soghoian’s arrcst
the FBI said he had descrlbed
himself to American business-
men as a representative” of
both the Zambian government
and its embassy here in . pro-
curing annually for Zambia
about $1 million worth of U.S.
electronic and technical equip-
ment.

Assistant U.S. Attomey
Harold J. Sullivan said that
investigators ' discovered. ;;in
Soghoian’s hotel room at the
Embassy Row Hotel a can-
celed check he allegedly
cashed this month for $270 006
and later found a cashier’s
check for $190,000 in a safe de-
posit box belonging to Sovho
ian.

The Zambian _governm‘ent
has made an oral protest to
the U.S. State Department,
calling the arrest ., an
“unjustified action calculated
to embarrass the Zambian
government and its people.”

Siyolwe said Zambia had re-
ceived no official reply to the
protest. He also charged
that the FBI had seized
“documentation belonging to
Zambia as well as trust funds,
in the form of checks, which
Mr. Soghoian was holding inci-
dental to Zambian procure-
ment activities.” e



