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Two in .t.--mgectinty Posts 
Were on Wiretapping List 

By JOHN M. CREWDSON 
Special to The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, Aug. 30—
The wiretapping of Government 
officials, which has been de-
fended by President Nixon as 
necessary to prevent disclosure 
to the press of his secret for-
eign policy initiatives, was di-
rected in part at two Adminis-
tration officials whose jobs did 
not bring them in contact with 
such classified national se-
curity information, according to 
sources familiar with the 
operation. 

The sources said that among 
the 13 Government officials 
whose telephonea Were 'tapped 
between 1969 and 1971 were 
James W. McClane, then a 	'Are you sure you've get the 

phohe was 14phicd  
Rogers, the departing Secretary 

I of qtate, and other Adminis-
tratibn officials. Mr.„Kissinger's 
role in itlrexpected to be the 

,subject of questioning at Sen- 
ate confirmation hearings on hi 
nomination as Mr. Roger's re-
placement, which will begin 
next week. 

Lists By Kissinger 

' Mr. Kissinger's associates 
have said that he did not 
actually .designate those on 
whdrn wiretaps were placed, 
but that he drew up fists of 
individuals who had access to 
the secret information that was 
appearing in the press. 

However, sources well in-
formed about the operation said 
today that the names of the 13 
officials and four newsmen had 
bee ' selected either by Mr. Kis-
Hai Jr., at the time his deputy 
at t e National Security Council 
and,,now chief of •the White 
House staff. 

Furthermore, the sources said 
reports from F.B.I. agents 
monitoring., the wiretaps were 
sent direcfly to 'the President, 
Mr. Kissinger and, later H. R. 
Haldeman, the former Presiden-
tial chief of staff. 

A White House spokesman 
said that he would have no 
comment on the matter, and 
an assistant to Mr. Kissinger 
also declined to comment. 

The 17 wiretaps, which rang 
in 'duration from three weeks 

r 
	inter- 

pretation of the 1968 Omnibus 

, to in one case, 21 months, 
direction by Mr. Mitchell, based 
on the Administration's inter- 

Crime Coptrol and Safe Streets and substantial affiliation with 
Act holding that court orders a woreign power. 
were not needed for wiretaps in Th4palicy of the Nixon Ad- 

national security cases. 	minist'fatiOn prior to that deci- 
1 That ' interpretation -,ias re- sion had een that the President 

had the power to authorize 
"warrantless electronic surveil-
lance" u,nder the omnibus crime 

in all wirettap cases exceptll „t4protect the nation from 

those in which the person' iin- le 	,T', . foreign or domestic 
volved had some demonstrable] tM.eats to its security. 
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John N. 1$44plike11, then Attprney 
General, and J. Edgarlibover, 
the late director of the 'Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. 

"Those wiretapped were se-
lected on the basis of access to 
the information leaked, material 
in security files, and evidence 
that developed as the inquiry 
proceeded," the President said. 

Mr. McLane, reached today 
by telephone at the Cost of Liv-
ing Council, said that during 
his service in the Nixon Admin-
istration, he had known "Maw-
lately nothing about national 
security," and could not explain 
why he had been a target of 
the surveillance program. 

R. Laird. The name of 
al Pursley, who is now 

the ommander of American 
forces in Japan, completes the 
list of -the 13 officials, all of 
whose identities ha9e now been 
disclosed. 

President Nixon said on May 
22 that he hafi authorized the 
wiretap effort to stop "leaks of 
secret information [about] a 
number of highly sensitive for-
eign policy.  initiatives" that he 
had undertaken and that were 
being compromised by news re-
ports "obviously based on 
leaks." 

Administration sources have 
said that the "initiatives" be 
referred to included the secret 
bombing of Cambodia in 1969 
land details of the American ne-
gotiating position at the talks' 
on strategic arms limitation 
'with the Soviet Union. 

The individuals whose tele-
phones were monitored, Mr. 
Nixon said, were selected 
ththugh'a cooperative effort by 
Henry A. Kissinger, his adviser 

of the others involved being 
on . national security  affairs, placed under electronic sur- 

staff member of the White, 
House Domestic Council and 
now deputy director of the 
Cost of Living Council, and 
John P. Sears, a forme; law 
partner of Mr. Nixon's and 
then deputy White House 
counsel. 

It was also disclosed that a 
tap was placed on a telephone 
used by Lieut. Gen. Robert E. 
Pursley during the period that 
he, as an Air Force colonel, 
was the top military assistant 
to,41aen Secretary of Defense 

A Pentagon spokesman de 
clined to ,comment on the news 
that General Pursley's tele-
phone had ' been tapped and 
said that the general, who, is 
stationed near Tokyo, could not 
be reached. 

Mr. Laird, with whom Gen-
eral Pursley worked closely at 
the Defense Department, said 
through an aide that he had 
known i"absolutely nothing" 
about General Pursley or any 

Mr.' Sears, a lawyer who left '  

the President's old New York 
lawlirth ifb work in 
on's 1968 campaign and who 
became 'his' deputy Ootinsel.  in 
January,. 1969, could not 'be . 
reached for' comment today. 
However, former Administra-
tion officials said that the job 
of deputy counsel was not one 
in which Mr. Sears would have ) 
norMally had access to the sort 
of information that the ,Presi-1 t  
dent has asserted the wiretap t  
proram,, was designed to pro-, 
ten?' " 

right guy?' he asked. 
Before taking his present 

post, Mr. McLane served as ex-
ecutive assistant to Robert H. 
Finch, then Secretary of 
Health, Education and Welfare, 
and during the period in Which 
his telephone was tapped, 
worked as head of the Domes-
tic_ Council's Committee on Ag-
ing under John D. Ehrlichman, 
then President Nixon's chief 
domestic adviser. 

After leaving H.E.W. in July, 
1970 and before joining the 
D 	ti Council in December omes c 
of that year, Mr. McLane 
worked as deputy campaign 
manager for Francis W. Sar-
gent, a Republican, who was 
elected Governor of Massachu-
setts in November, 1970. 

jected in part by' the Supreme 
Court last year, when it held 
that court orders were required 

veillance. Mr. Laird is now an 
Continued on Page 6, Column 1 adviser to Mr. Nixon with of- 

fices in the White House. 
The wiretapping effort has ,  

been criticized by William P. 


