
s'aciee San CI ijG;4r9  ie3  Clemente 
udit Defended 

New York 
Officials of the account-

i n g firm,-  that audited 
President Nixon's real es-
tate transactions in Cali-
fornia and Florida said 
yesterday they are confi-
dent their report gives an 
accurate picture of the 
dealings. 

They said the preftlential 
pardon given three- former 
associates last December 
played no part in their selec-
tion to conduct this audit. 

Two officers of Coppers 
and Lybrand, one of the 
county's largest accounting 
firms, said they were sur-
prised last month when they 
were approached to-conduct 
the audit, but ,decided there 
was no reason to disqualify 
the firm. 

REPORT 
On Monday, Nixon aides 

released the auditors' re-
port, which showed that the 
President was able to buy a 
25.5 - acre property in San 
Clemente chiefly because of 
loans from Robert H. Ab-
planaip and that he sold the 
bulk of the property to an in-
vestment company owned 
by 'Abplanalp and 
(Bebe) Rebozo. 

Both of those men 	ong- 
- tune friends a 
err o 	• 

Questions W e raised 1-  
reportuse 

last December, the 
dent?unconditionally 	a r- 
doned three former asso-
ciates of the Coopers firm. 
The three—one generar•–  - 
ner, one partner a 
senior /associate — ha 
convicted of fraud in 
tion with Continental 'Vend-
ing Corp. 

The three were fined it to-
tal- of $17,000 but were not 
sentenced to any tithe in 
prison. 

Harris Amowitz, general 
counsel of the Coopers firm, 
said yesterday that he was 
initially approached to take 
the assignment by Kenneth 
Gammell,; a partner.in the 
Philadelphia law firm of De-
ehert, Price and Rhodesi,  a 
Coopers and Lybrand client. 
Gamnell and H. Chapman 
Rose, a Cleveland attorney, 
conferred with President 
Nixon in Key Biscayne, Flu., 
last month and suggested 
that he employ an indepetd-
ent accounting firm to au-
dit the records of the real 
estate dealings, 

FIRM 
After specialists at the 

Coopers firm decided that 
the transactions could be au-
dited, Amowitz said, "I sat 
down with Mr. Gammell and 
I indicated to him how we 
would have to conduct the 
engagement — the freedom 
and what have you we would 
need." 

Amowitz said he also told 
Gammell about government 
matter's In which the firm 
had been involved, including 
the  Continental Vending 
case. He said Gamniell an-
swered, "What the hell rel-
evance does that have?'" 
Arnowitz noted that the audi- 
tors' report contained no 
"exceptions," 	indicating 
that the examiners felt they 
had been provided with,ev-
erything they needed to do a 

thorough search. "Ii he'(the 
auditor) didn't d o ,that 
(make exceptions) in hiS;re-__ 
port, then there were no 
qualifications to which he 
felt he had to make refer-
ence," Amowitz said. 
Amowitz said the three 

former associates are no 
longer with the firm. 
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