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B
y V

ictor G
old 

M
a
g
ru

d
er w

a
s co

n
fid

in
g
 in

 m
e, in

 
his m

ost earnest and w
arm

ing m
anner. 

W
atergate? "T

his operation w
as pea-, 

nuts," he said, "they w
ere using junk 

stu
ff." H

e sn
ea

red
 a

t th
e 

equipm
ent 

used —
 if th

e
 

C
om

m
ittee 

h
a
d
 rea

lly 
been involved, it w

ould have been done 
com

petently, he im
plied. It w

as incon-
c
e
iv

a
b
le

, a
s h

e
 to

ld
 h

is sto
ry

 so
 

straightforw
ardly, that this boyish m

an 
co

u
ld

 b
e lyin

g
.—

"T
h

e M
aking of the 

President, 1972" by TH
EO

D
O

R
E H

. W
H

ITE 
W

A
SH

IN
G

T
O

N
—

"D
illinger" is very 

b
ig

 at n
eig

h
b
o
rh

o
o
d
 m

o
v
ies th

ese 
steam

in
g
 su

m
m

er d
ay

s, d
esp

ite th
e 

usual outcry raised about the m
otion 

picture industry's crass rom
anticizing 

of crim
inal types. B

ut considering the 
public's bland-to-eager acceptance of 
the com

m
ercial exploitation of con-

tem
porary iniquity, a m

ovie extolling 
the career of a M

idw
est bank robber 

w
h
o
 w

en
t to

 h
is rew

ard
 fo

rty
 y

ears 
ag

o
 isn

't really
 w

o
rth

 w
o
rk

in
g
 u

p
 a 

m
oral sw

eat. 
W

e're inform
ed in the nation's G

api-
tal, for exam

ple, that Jeb M
agruder, 

recen
t star o

f th
e E

rv
in

 co
m

m
ittee 

hearings, is going to be very big on 
th

e co
lleg

e circu
it th

is fall, p
u
llin

g
 

dow
n four-figure honorarium

s per lec-
ture on, of all subjects, "the evils of 

W
atergate." M

r. M
agruder's tour, pre-

su
m

ab
ly

, w
ill co

n
tin

u
e all th

e w
ay

 
up to the day he goes to the F

ederal 
penitentiary for having perjured him

. 
self and suborning others to lie before 
the grand jury in the court that con-
victed the original W

atergate S
even. 

O
h, w

ell, forgive and forget. T
o err 

is hum
an, to forgive is divine. A

ny-
body can m

ake a m
istake, you know

. 
P

ick your ow
n brom

ide to rational-
ize w

hat's taking place here, but there 
are those, perhaps in a dw

indling m
i-

nority, w
ho recall the day w

hen there 
w

as a price to be paid for com
m

itting 
a crim

e in
 th

is co
u
n
try

 rath
er th

an
 

the reverse. 
C

onceded; justice should be tem
pered 

w
ith

 m
ercy

 in
 cases w

h
ere th

e m
is-

creant, like M
r. M

agruder, professes 
a new

born sense of m
orality from

 hav-
ing realized the m

agnitude of his m
is-

deeds. 
B

u
t th

e o
p
erativ

e w
o
rd

 h
ere—

if 
one can still use the w

ord "operative" 
w

ith a straight face in connection w
ith 

W
atergate—

is "new
born." T

o date, 
there is nothing to establish the sin-
cerity of M

r. M
agruder's contrition ex-

cept his ow
n w

ord, the unreliability of 
w

hich, lest those w
ho pay out those 

college lecture fees forget, is w
hat got 

him
 into trouble in the first place. 

N
o
r d

id
 th

is au
tu

m
n
's star o

f th
e 

lecture circuit com
e to grips w

ith the 
tu

rp
itu

d
e o

u
t o

f an
y
 self-g

en
erated

  

m
oral volition. H

e decided to com
e 

clean only after the cover.up plot w
as 

cracking at the seam
s under the pres-

sure of F
ederal Judge John S

irica. 
In other w

ords, had it not been for 
Judge S

irica's persistence in keeping 
the case open even after the convic-
tion of the seven, the W

atergate cover-
up w

ould have succeeded adm
irably 

for the purposes of M
r. M

agruder and 
those higher-ups he protected by lying 
and arranging for others to lie before 
the courts. 

In short, M
r. M

agruder's repentance, 
by all available evidence, has com

e 
about not because lie w

as struck w
ith 

a sense of his w
rongdoing along the 

ro
ad

 to
 D

am
ascu

s, o
r as it w

ere, 
G

eorgetow
n. H

aving been cornered, he 
sim

ply turned state's evidence to save 
his skin from

 even greater penalties 
sure to com

e. 
T

here is no quarrel w
ith the recti-

tude, relatively speaking, of his having 
done' so. W

hatever his m
otives, M

r. 
M

agruder is a better m
an for having 

sp
o
k
en

 u
p
, ev

en
 if it req

u
ired

 in
-

vestigative heat to spur his conscience. 
B

ut w
hat is objectionable about this 

case is th
at th

e n
ew

 p
en

iten
t, b

ein
g
 

possessed of a videogenic face and ap-
pealing m

anner—
the sam

e, to be sure, 
th

at co
n
n
ed

 th
e o

rig
in

al W
aterg

ate 
grand jury—

cam
e aw

ay from
 his E

rvin 
com

m
ittee appearance having pulled 

A
U

G
 2

 3
 11 773 

o
ff so

m
eth

in
g
 o

f a p
u
b
lic relatio

n
s 

coup. 
Ironically—

outrageously is the bet-
ter w

ord—
the suborner ended his testi-

m
o
n
y
 w

ith
 th

e en
co

m
iu

m
s o

f co
m

-
m

ittee m
em

bers ringing in his ears, 
praising him

 for his redem
ption, hal-

lelujah 0 L
ord; w

hile the young m
an 

he suborned, H
erbert P

orter, every bit 
as contrite but left divest of ingratiat-
ing star quality w

as castigated before 
the cam

eras by the sam
e questioners, 

notably S
enator H

ow
ard B

aker. A
t last 

report, there are no requests for M
r. 

P
orter's services on the college lecture 

circuit either. 
A

h w
ell, that's show

 biz. M
eanw

hile, 
A

rthur B
rem

er is locked in
 a law

 su
it 

o
v
er th

e ro
y
alties to

 h
is d

iary
, rein

. 
forcing the suspicion that a crim

e of 
celebrity, w

hile inconvenient at tim
es 

can be m
ade to pay despite anything 

you m
ight have heard, kids. 

P
ity D

illinger, born forty years too 
soon. H

ad Johnny been around today, 
he w

ouldn't have ended up in an alley 
d

o
w

n
 th

e street fro
m

 th
e B

io
g

rap
h

. 
F

ar from
 it. G

iven the right agent—
lecture, not F.B

.I., of course—
he w

ould 
h
av

e b
een

 w
o
rth

 at least 
2,000 

an 
appearance speaking to college stu-
dents across the country on the sub-
ject, "I robbed banks and found G

od." 

V
ictor 

G
old 

w
as 

press 
secretary

 to
 

V
ice P

resident A
gnew

. 

L
p

A
.,-tc, 7

 .? 

Jeb M
agruder, Superstaf 


