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By Helen Thomas

. United Press ‘

‘San Clemente T

Martha Mitchell said y_es-

terday her husband, John, is

“broken up’’ -about the Wa-

tergate affair and that she

and John no longer are talk-
ing to each other.

She added that she
plans to stand by him at
‘least until all charges are
resolved. - [ K

In a telephone call from
her 'New York C1ty apart-
ment, Mrs. Mitchell pictured

her husband, a former attor-.

ney. general and Pres1dent
Nixon’s campaign manager
as” being in an extended
state of depression as a re-
sult of the Watergate scan-
dal and related allegations
against him. |

She said that she and
Mltchell are stl;ll living to-
gether, but “I qon’t talk to
him any more—I can’t get
through to him.”

“He never moves, he
won’t see our friends, he’s
broken up,” MIS Mltchell
said.

“That’s what: the doctors
say. He’s remote. H&’s been
taken. He took a tremendous
16ss. Nixon cut himoff and
his law firm has been miser-
able to him. He stays in the
apartment 24 hours aday.”

# CHARGE s
‘Mitchell has been charged
with obstruction of ‘justice
and lying to a grand juryin
connection with a $200,000
cash contribution from Rob-
ert L. Vesco, a New Jersey
financier, solicited” while
Vesco was under investiga-
tion for a charged ‘‘looting”
millions of dollars from four
mutual funds. :
© Mitchell and former Com-
merce Secretary Maurice H.
Stans, another defendant in
the case are’ tp go on trial
September 11.
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Mitchell said yesterday
that although the former

- attorney general is un-

dergoing considerahle
strtin; he has not 'gone
into seclusion and appears

well “under the. cxrcum—(
iy

- stances.”

They  said they-have seen
a different side wof Mitchell
from the one depicted by his
wife, Martha, yesterday ina
telephone call to United
Press reporter HelénThom-
as at'San Clemente.m%l .‘

Mitehell’s top. Washington
lawyer, William Hundley,
said yhe saw Mitchell just
last week. “He came ott to
my house for dinner and put
up with my six kids and that
takes a spirited man. He en-
joyed himself, he was even
playing with them,” said
Hundley

“He 1is tired and under a
lot of strain, but he cer;amly
does not appear in  the
throes of a deep /depres-
sion;”” Hundley added.

“He’s not a man; ‘who is
jumping up and down, but
he’s certainly bearmg up a
heck of a lot better than I
would under the sa,me cir-
cumstances.” &
5w 8 Umted Press
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Mrs Ml chell s‘nd she has
been consulting a lawyer but
gave no*indicationfshe plans
to seek a separation.

“I have to. hold up until
John 'is convicted or dis-
barred or cleared,”’” she
said’ “I'm not going’to do
anything against my  hus-
band. I lived:17 years’ with
him.*'I don’t believé ‘there
are "many women “in the’

‘ ,:‘E es
to be “bearing up;quite . % &
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country who have been

faithtul. .
L love lﬁm very much.

He loves me because T've

stood up for him. But he is .

defending the President,
who planned the whole god-
damned thing. I'm talking to
you in front of God.”

BOOK

© Mrs. Mitchell repeated a ‘

‘prévious statement that be-
fore  her husband became
1972 campalgn manager he
was -given a leather-bound,
two-inch thick book marked
Only” which 'con-
%J‘ned campaign strategy.

41 saw the book inmy
house » she said. ‘“‘John was
sitting in h1s -chair reading

it. He said to me, Boy, they
really have got a-gn@d plan
for surveillance.’ :

“He said it was foolproof
God, I wishI hadtapeditall
down.”

Asked what happened to
the. ‘“‘campaign strategy”
book; Mrs. Mitchell said:

“'Ijhe whole damn thing
has been shredded to bits —
are you kidding?”

DENIAL

At the Western White
House, presidential spokes-
man Gerald L. Warren de-
nied the report and said the
President stands by his
statement that he did not
have anything to do with the
planning of his 1972 cam-
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paign,
Mrs. Mitchell sald she
knows ‘a thousand - other

~ things” "about Watergate,

adding, “You have no idea
how much I know, but I'm
afraid I'm dealing with the
Mafla 2

In her call, Mrs. Mitchell
sharply criticized Mr. Nix-
on.

‘‘He bleeds people,” : she
said. “He draws every drop

of ..blood and then drops

them. from —avccliff. He’ll
blame any-person he can put
his foot on. I've never seen

anything like it in history.
We need a new govern-
ment.” _

Mzrs. Mitchell said her
husband “had a fine reputa-
tion: on Wall street until he
merged his firm w1th Nix-
on’s firm.”

She said that foria time
she:.:accepted Mitchell’s: as-

.supances that things:would

turn out all right.  «. -

“In those days I believed
him,” she said. I kept
thinking maybe I am:a fool.
Maybe I am crazy.”
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