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PRESIDENT NIXON has taken a re-
markably long time to get himself a 

new Secretary of State. The promotion of 
Henry A. Kissinger, announced Wednes-
day, was in fact I decided upon immediate-
ly after the last election. 

Before the new year, however, Secre-
tary of State William Rogers requested to 
be allowed to serve another six months. 
Since he was the President's best friend 
in government, the request was granted. 
When the half year expired, he further re-
newed his plea, this time asking for anoth-
er two months. This was also granted. 

When the second reprieve was about to 
run out, the President then sent his old 
friend the message that this time, there 
could be no more delay. Even so, Secre-
tary Rogers still resisted resignation. The 
President, equally, hesitated to be blunt. 
So it was touch and go up to the last mo-
ment. 

* * * 

THE FACT that the change has now 
been made. is in truth a measure of 

the President's sense of his own and the 
country's political plight. In the old Nixon 
White House, before the Watergate horror 
blew up in the President's face, there was 
simply not enough steam to overcome 
Secretary Rogers' eagerness to stay where 
he was. 

Beginning this spring, however, the 
need for the boldest possible new look be-
gan to be insisted upon by a number of 
politicians the President respects. A few 
were also shrewd enough to point out that 
Kissinger as Secretary of State might just  

be able to do what no one has thus far 
managed to do since April: that is, make 
the country think about some other sub-
jects besides Watergate. 

Of the change itself, one can only say 
that the late Dean G. Acheson's sole rival 
as an American master of foreign rela-
tions' has now got the recognition he has 
long deserved. Post-war, the first great 
creative period will always be remem-
bered .as belonging to President Truman 
and Acheson. The. second such period. 
making needed adjustments to the inter-
changing changes in the world, has been 
that of President Nixon and Kissinger. 

* * * 

NONETHELESS, t h e r e was another 
political factor working to keep Kis-

singer out of the State Department. If we 
are to be bluntly honest, some people 
found it. hard to imagine a Secretary of 
State of the U.S. who was the son of a 
poor Jewish refugee family with a de-
tectable foreign accent. So it is another 
particularly agreeable aspect of the great 
change that this kind of sordid nonsense 
has counted for nothing in the end. 	• 

Watergate is a first class horror, but it 
does not constitute a great national prob-
lem. Huge national problems, some of 
them menacing to the national future in 
rather new ways, have been building up 
all around us through this spring and sum-
mer. They are becoming desperately dan-
gerous to neglect — but they will always 
be neglected as long as the country itself 
has not time for them. So Kissinger has 
his job cut out for him. 


