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much of the "blame" he ac-
cepted for the "climate" that 
helped cause Watergate, he 
answered, "all" of it. But in 
the course of his long news 
conference, he invoked a 
long list of people to help 
explain, and Justify. his cur-
rent troubles—previous Pres-
idents, former aides and, par-
ticularly, the press. 

For his first news confer-
ence in more than five 
months the President chose 
an open-air forum, the sun-
splashed bluffs of San (le-
mente overlooking the Paci-

-4ic---beanehes—wherie._ he.. likes 
to walk, seeking tranquillity. 
But this idyllic spot offered Continued on Page 30, Column 1 
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Nixon was asked today how 	lighten his mood of the last 
few weeks, which White 
House aides have described 
as "grim." 

The President tried to turn 
the nation's attention away 
from Watergate, and opened 
the news conference with a 
long defense of his foreign 
policy. But as he was ques-
tioned repeatedly about the 
scandal his voice quavered 
noticeably, and he slurred 
and mispronounced several 
words, saying "well" instead 
of "wear" at one point. 

Mr. Nixon tried to divert, 
he tried to banter, he tried 
to cajole, he tried -m T2ti53°l 
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mind. but Nk atergate kept 
retarning. 

But one of the most inl-
pt,! tant facts about the fleWL... 
COnferenee was that it was 
held at all. By meeting with 
the press, by letting them 
take their best shots and by 
standing up to them, the 
President was clearly trying 

• to dispel the image that has 
developed recently of a 
brooding and reclusive man 
who felt he did not have to 
answer to anybody for his 
actions. 	Vice 	President 
Agnew drew applause for 
taking on his accusers 
squarely, and the President 

old win similar apprecia-
;ion. 

Recent weeks have seen the 
President's popularity plunge 
to 31 per cent in the Gallup 
Poll, the lowest rating for 
any President in 20 years. 

After hi, Watergate speech 
la 	week. as many as two- 
thirds of the people qucs- 
til 	by pollsters said that 
in their opinion Mr. Nixon 
h ,e1 not told the whole truth. 
(In a Gallup Poll reported to-
dayMr. Nixon's popularity 
was given as 3S per cont.) 

Strain Showed 

In New Orleans on Mon-
day, the strain showed. Pres- 
ident Nixon.  was trying to 
make his way through a 
crowd toward a convention 
hall and found newsmen fol-
lowing him. With obvious 
anger he turned to his press 
secretary, Ronald L. Ziegler, 
gave him a shove, and told 
him to get rid of the report-
ers. 

Yesterday, the deputy press 
secretary, Gerald L. Warren, 
conceded that in the last few 
months there had been "pe-
riods of pressure" for the 
President. And today, in an-
swering another question, Mr. 
Nixon noted that he had 
"blown my stack" at Mr. 
Ziegler. 

White House newsmen, for 
their part, were just as com-
bative as the President. One 
implied that Mr. Nixon had 
failed to "execute tl'e laws" 
and asked the President 
whether anyone who did that 
should be impeached. Another 
question seemed to presume 
that Mr. Nixon had failed to 
provide "moral leadership." 

But the President warded 
off these jabs i.nd swung , 
hack. In reply to the first 
question, about why the Pres-
ident had made tapes of his 

.7—private 	COTIVETS-ations,-- 
Nixon launched into a de-
scription of how ,previous 

"ta in• capacit ," to srovide 



Later, the President assert-
ed that hurgarlies for na-
tional security purposes had 
been authorized "on a very 
large scale" by Presidents 
Johnson and Kennedy. Wire-
tapping, he said. had reached 
its peak when Robert F. Ken-
nedy was Attorney General. 
But "there was no talk of 
impeachment" then, he added 
acidly. 

As he was pressed for 
further explanation of why 
he failed to act on Watergate 
for so long, the President re-
iterated that he had trusted 
his former counsel, John W. 
Dean 3d, when Mr. Dean told 
him that no White House 
aides had been involved in 
the affair. 

'Regret' Expressed 
He conceded that he had 

failed to press John N. Mit-
chell. the, former Attorney 
General,'Tor the facts in the 
matter, and he said that he 
"regretted" Mr. Mitchell's de-
cision not to tell him. But 
the responsibility. he was 
clearly saying. rested with 
his former aide. not with 
himself. 

The President reserved his 
harshest criticism for the 
press. He was so combative 
with newsmen. and so asser-
tive of his own Presidential 
prerogatives, that one report-
er characterized his message 
this way: "You will have 
Nixon to kick around for 
another three and a half 
years." 

Eleven years ago. after 
losing his bid to become 
Governor of California. Mr. 
Nixon held a famous news 
Conference in which - he as-
sailed the press and told 
them, "You won't have Nixon 
to kick around any more." 

But if newsmen bristled at 
the attack. Mr. Nixon was 
clearly aiming his remarks 
over their heads, directly at 
the national television and 
radio audience. He was hop-
ing. it seemed. to score 
points with the public for 
forthrightness and strength, 
and perhaps to undercut the 
credibility of the newsmen 
who have been increasingly 
critical of his administra-
tion. 

For instance. when Dan 
Rather of C.B.S. said he 
wanted to state his question 
with "due respect" to the of-
fice of the President, Mr. Nix-
on shot hack, "That would be  

unusual." The President 
smiled — but few newsmen 
thought he meant the con-
ciliatory gesture. 

At another point. the Pres-
ident conceded that Water-
gate had raised questions 
about his "capacity to gov-
ern," but he placed the 
blame squarely on reporter's, 
not his Administration. As 
he put it: "To he tinder a 
constant barrage, 12 to 15 
minutes a night on each of 
the three major networks for 
four months, tends to raise 
some questions in the peo-
ple's mind with regard to the 
President and it may raise 
some questions with regard 
to the capacity to govern." 

Another questioner tried to 
break in, but the President's 
voice took on a shrill tense-
ness as he brushed the re-
portcr aside and added: 

"W^ have had 30 minutes 
of this press conference. I 
have ye, to have, for ex-
ample. one question on the 
business of the people. which 
shows you boy: we are con-
sumed with this. 1 am not 
criticizing the members of 
the press because you nat-
urally are very interested in 
this issue, but let me tell you 
years from now people are 
going to perhaps be inter-
ested in what happened in 
terms of the efforts of the 
United States to build a 
structure of peace in the 
world.' 

`Where the Shoe Fits' 
As the news conference 

progressed, the President's 
anger at those he perceives 
to be his adversaries seemed 
to grow. When he was 
asked who specifically was 
trying to "exploit" Water-
gate to wound him polit-
ically, the President shot 
back: 

"1 would suggest that 
where the shoe fits, people 
should wear it. I would 
think that some political 
figures, some members of 
the press, perhaps some 
members of the television, 
perhaps would .  exploit it." 

"Most" members of the 
press corps, he went on, 
"were not enthusiastic" 
about his election in either 
1968 or 1972. And many of 
them. he said. "would pre-
fer that I fail," but "I am 
not going to fail," he as-
serted. "I am here to do a 
job 'and I am going to do 
the best I can." 


