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WXPost AFr:riew Attacks Justice Officials in Probe Leaks 
.Ava 	 gaunt, noted that Richardson 

AONEW, From Al 	in a television interview Sun- 
day hacl denied,that any of the 
leaks in-the Agnew case had 
come from his department, 
and that he would investigate 
any suggestion that they did. 

"I have communicated with 
the Attorney General .today 
and have asked that he fulfill 
that promise and pursue .such 
an investigation:I vigorously," 
AgneW said. 

"I hope that the national 
news media will also urge Mr. 
Richardson and the Justice 
Department to conduct such 
an investigation diligently, 
wherever it may lead, and to denial •of leaks coming from 

government investigators. "I use all available investigatory  
fully share the Vice Presi- tools to compel sworn testi-
dent's concern about Unfair moray to reveal the identity of 

unnamecl Justice Department and, inaccurate publicity," he rn 
'  said. "I , stand by my previous officials' and `sourCes close to 

statement that every reasona- the inVestigatibn.'spewing

hie step is being taken to as- Agnew said he was spe 't 

sure that the Justice Depart- out a second time in wo 

rnent has not, been and,, will weeks because "any perSon 
who has, been in politics and not be the source of stiff" 'pub- governnient for many years is 

licity. 

reported- thatmtkeyice Presi-
dent, in his notification "did 
not go into (Wails." 

Warren denounced as "total- 
ly` fa se" reports that there was 
a contingency plan to chobse 
a new Vice President if Ag-
new Were to resign. 

It was Agnew's second tele-
vised meeting with reporters 
here in two weeks. These 
meetings came at a time Presi-
dent Nixon has been under in- 
creasing criticism for not hold-
ing a' press conference to dis-
cuss hiS own Watergatetrou-
bles. 

Agnew's 
'  

office billed it as a 
"press conference" but at the 
outset of his eight-minute 
statement which he read the 
Vice President said he Would 
answer no questions. 

This was so, Agnew said, 
"not because I want to avoid 
the facts, not because I do not 
wish to see you fully in-
formed, but because to do so 
would be to continue discus- 

Ob,serAng _restraint in 7 
what, theYreport; the media 

I thenthelyea-can help toai§sure 
fairness. I would like to point 
out, moreover, that we clq not 
have any firm basis for the as-
sumption that the inforniation 
which has appeared in the 
press has 'come from la* en- impact which this smear pub- 

licity may have on the rights forcement officials. 	': 
"In any case, 'any plaisible: of others—particularly private 

lead implicating the Draft citizens--who'have been swept 
irv4p: this highly publicized in- said, "but I would ask each of 

ment of Justice will be put' vestigatAor0::... 	 you as a fair-minded individ- 
sued vigorously, and appropri- Agnew did not identify the ual to place himself in my pos- 
ate disciplinary action will be other persons he referred to ition and understand the re- 
takenagainst any Departinent and his office refuse to elabo- strictions of my current sta- 

t rate. 	 us."  
Agriew based his mPlaint 	The Vice President, among 

specifically on a story in this the nation's foremost critics of 
week's issue of Time maga- the press in the past, also 
zine, which said that "in' the 
view of Justice Department of-
ficials in Washington, the case 
against him is growing stead-
ily stronger, and that an in-
dictment appears inevitable." 

The Time story also quoted 
"a Justice Department official 
in Washington4  as sayinglthat 
"the department - has no 
choice. At least three Wit-
nesses have told of delivering 
cash payoffs to Agnew. The 
evidence is so strong that the 
case must be taken to trial." 

In the face of such reports, 
Agnew again yesterday said 
he will fight "to prove my in- 
nocence" and intends to re- i the 

	d main "in the high office to 	A ftg 
grand jury." 

 published sto- 
which a have been twice ries on Aug. 7 that he was un- 
elected." 	 ; 	der federal investigation, Ag- 

Agile* took the extraordi- 	said, he had issued a 
nary step of attacking the At-' statement "declaring my inno- 
torney General' and justice cence of'any wrongdoing, and 

'Department of his owniadmin, announcing I would make no 
istration after having advised 
the White House of his inten-
tion to meet the Press;  but not 
of the substance of what he 
would say, 
1 White House deputy press 
secretary Gerald L. Warren 

Beall also denied that' his of-
fice does not want to meet 
with Agnew. "This is not 
true," he said. "We have not 
reached a conclusion, and this 
IS' tinder study. Indeed, the 
whole investigation continues 

-under active study, including 
Vie possibility of an interview. 
Gat. of the unresolved cnies-
tons is the manner in which 
this interview or conversation 
cambe conducted." 

Richardson joined in Bean's 

son 'asked, the 
A 	y evidence it had 
to sub 	ate the charge. 

Another Justice Department 
spokesman said the Vice Pres- 
ident had made his dernand 
for an investigation of leaks in 
a letter to Richardson that ar-
rived just before• Agnew went 
on television. 

Rather than any massive in- 
vestigation, the spokesman • 
said, litchardson himself had 
inquired of the relatively few 
people informed about the in-

, vestigation whether they had 
leaked information about it, 
and all said' no. The Attorney 
General will continue to„  ad-
monish the departmental staff 
against leaks, the spote4sman 
said. 	. 

-Agnew, looking tanned but 
- - - - - 

employee found to be respon- 

Richardson also released his 
reply to a complaint by the 
American Civil Liberties Un-
ion that Agnew's rights were 
being violated by the leaks to 

ress. The Attorney Gen-
said he shared tAe 

LU's'",,eoncern, butt e dis-
ted as "unwarrant d and 

unfair" an ACLIJ contention 
that the lesks gOulS1 only have 
cont go-e 	r$Pdirectly 

enforcement offi- 

aware of the personal and po- sion in a public forum of what 
litical hazards of unsubstanti- should be a secret investiga- 

ated charges, rumors, innu- tion. By such a , free-wheeling 
endo and speculation. discussion, I would be end I 'have been subjected to ing in the very same tactics these ,before," he said, and I 

that I called you here to criti- am accustomed . to fighting cize." this kinil of battle. What I find 
At the close of the ,state- intolerable, however is the 

ment, Agnew again apologized 
for not, answering questions. 
"I understand that disappoint-
ment is likely to result," he 

seemed to go out of his way 
yesterday to absolve the press 
of blame for ' printing the 
leaks and to place it squarely 
-on the Justice Departinent. 

"I have not called you to 
this meeting for the purpose 
of criticizing the news media," 
he said. "I cannot fault: you 
for publishing information 
given you by informants 
within the Department of Jus-
tice. The blame must rest with 
ithose who give this informa-
tion to the press and who do 
so with an obvious motive of 
interfering with the independ-
ent investigative process of 



, 	....., 
furthor.coxnment until the in- 

	

.1,eunt. 	11, Q, 
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pleted:"Z ,,,,...'' 	:• \. 
"I had every right to ex-

pect," he said, "that a similar! 

effort to prevent publicity 
would be made by the Attor-
ney General and Mr. Beall 
and their respective -staffs in 
Washington and Baltimore. 
That; of course, was their le-
gal duty. 

"Therefore, I was shocked 
during the course of the next 
36 hours to discover that the 
news' media were reporting 
numerous details concerning 
the investigation, detailed alle-
gations that had to be doming 
from people who were actu-
ally participating in the inves-
tigation." 

It was for this reason, he 
Said, that he had called his 
first press conference, on Aug. 
8,""to set the record straight." 
But since then, he said;  "the 
leaks have continued una-
bated." It has become clear, 
he said, that "the 'sources 
close to ...the investigation' so 
frequently quoted were indeed 
just thpersons involved in 
the inv tigatory process:" 

In hi l'first press conference, 

i 

in . which Agnew labeled re-
ports that he had received spe-
cific cash kickbacks "damned 
lies," he observed: 

"...The accusations that are 
being made, if they do come 
from people who • are also un-
der investigation, ;:must be 
looked at` as as accusns that p 
are coming from ' 6se,-  who 
have founpl themselVes in very 
deep trouble, and are looking 
to extricate thernselveqrom 
this trouble, and are trting 
with the idea that they On Ob-
tain immunity or • reduced 
charges, perhaps, by  doing,  
so." 	 ;,- 

But,the Vice President then 
added that, "I have no -tangi-
hie or definite information 
about the leaks." 

Before Agnew's press con-
ference„ yesterday, White 
House deputy press secretary 
Warren again expressed the 
President's confidence in Ag-
new, but said Mr. Nixon would 
not -comment on the leaks, 
which h said was a matter for 
Richard§on's attention. 

"The , President" feels that 
leaks in situations such as this 
are certainly alien to our due 
process,„0 law and, the rights 
of individuals and'certainly do 
not assist the pfoper authori-
ties in investigating certain 
matters," Warren said. 


