WASGSE  nixon admits ordering
secret cambodia raids

éggusegs -
Crities of

“‘Cop Out’

'fo Lou Cannon ‘
Washington Post Staff Writer

NEW ORLEANS, ..La.
Alg. 20—President Nixor
acknowledged for the' first

- time' publicly today that he.
approved secret bombing
raids in Cambodia and he
vigorously justified thém as
being necessary to protect
American lives.

Mr. Nixon also used a speech
to the Veterans of EQreién

Wars here as an occasion to

accuse critics in Congress and

the press of seeking to ““cop -

out” ?h U.S. global responsi-
bilities. )
Mr. Nixon spoke to a:VFW,
convention after cancelling his
motorcade route in downtown
New Orleans because ‘the Se-
cret Service said it had uncov-
ered.a “possible conspiracy”
to assassinate him. i
He had been scheduled to
motor down four blocks.of Ca-
nal Street before arriving at
the .convention center, He
drove along an alternate
route. ; (7 Ay

According to Wh-iteégpuse
officials, Mr. Nixen #was- in-
formed of the possibl danger
in New Orleans on {Sunday
night by the Secret Service,
after consultation with  the
FBI and New Orleans Dbolice.
This morning, he received the
recommendation  that s he
change the route and: he
agréed. There were no;; inci-
dents during his stopover in
New Qrleans. o &

Mr.:Nixon referred to.the al-
lege'd»ebonspiragy ‘as he arrived
at the Western.White House
heliport in San Qlemente. He.
was met there by his eonfiden-
tial secretary,, Rose  Mary
»WO‘OdS{ 5 e Py

“We were - worried,”, Miss
Woods said. o

“About the assassination?”
Nixon asked. .

“Yes,” she said. o

They conversed briefly and
then, as Nixon left for the short
car ride'to his home, he called
to her: “They’ll never cancel
another one” — apparently re-
ferring to a motorcade. .

Miss Woods was not .avail-
able for comment, and other
White House. officials declined.
to say whether or not {he
President’s remarks “¢oncerned

the -New. Orleans . motorcade.
However; ‘oné aide- w! 10 asked
not to be identified said-that
the diversion of the motor-
cade had blemished the Presi-
dent’s attempt to show-that he
intends to carry on “business
as usual” despite Waterggj:e.
Mr. Nixon, in his spéech,
gave-the following explan&ijion
of why the U.S. bombingfs;_ in
Cambodia were kept secret:
“Had we announced the* air
strikes, the Cambodian jfg-ov-
ernment would have -
rcompelled to protest; o
.bombing would have had to
'stop; and American soldiers
‘would have paid for the-dis-
closure with their lives
" He said, however, that ‘the
bombing was disclosed;‘ un-
specified government and con-
| gressional leaders.
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