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Cocperation Pledged AUG 18 1973

Jury Gets Agnew
Financial Records

By Bill Richards and Richard M. Cohen
‘ '~ Washington Post Staff Writers

BALTIMORE, Aug. 17—
Attorneys for Vice Presi-
dent Spiro T. Agnew today
handed over the Vice Presi-
dent’s personal financial re-
cords to federal agents from
the U. S. attorney’s office
here who are conducting a
widespread probe into al-
leged kickbacks to politi-
cians from Maryland busi-
nessmen.

Agents from the Internal
Revenue Service picked up
copies of the Vice Presi-
dent’s records in Washing-
ton at one of the two law
firms representing Agnew
in connection with the fed-
eral probe.

Agnew was told Aug. 2 by
George Beall, the U. S. at-
torney for Maryland, that he
is under investigation by
Beall’s office for possible vi-
olations of bribery, extor-
tion,  conspiracy and ,tax
laws. The Vice President
has denied any wrongdoing
and pledged to cooperate
with the Maryland investiga-
tion.

The financial records, which
had been requested but not
subpoenaed by Beall, were
made available under the pro-
visions of a letter sent Tuesday
from the Vice President to
Beall. . & [niaty i

In that letter, ‘Agnew said
he had ordered his staff to
smake the documents available
at his office and that he was
prepared to meet with Beall
and his investigating staff to

answer any questiong they:

might have. )
Beall refused to comment
today on whether he and his
staff were preparing to inter-
view Agnew or whether the
Vice President would he
- called. before a special grand
jury that has been conducting
the probe since last December.
In his letter to Beall, Agnew
said that in making the rec-
ords available he was not
conceding the right of a grand
jury to investigate a Vice
President while he is in office.
Beall said that Agnew’s
:records were delivered by
IRS agents to Baltimore but
that he and his staff had
not yet looked through them
and did not know how many
records were turned over.
A spokesman for the Vice
President’s office said the
‘records covered everything
- sought- by Beall, including
income tax returns, check-
ing account statements and
savings account records.
Since the investigation be-
gan, Beall’'s staff has gath-
ered a massive amount of
records from Baltimore and
Anne Arundel counties, the
Maryland State Highway
Administration, and from
nearly 100 engineering and
architectural firms.
-~ The investigators are look-
ing into allegations that en-

contracting firms paid off
politicians in order to get
work in Baltimore County,
at the state level and, in at

least one instance, for a fa-
vor from Agnew after he be-
came Vice President.

Lester Matz, a member of
the Baltimore County con-
sulting engineering firm of
Matz, Childs, Associates, has
told the federal investiga-
tors that he persenally gave
the Vice President $2,500 in
return for a favor in ‘1971,
according to sources. s

Both Matz and Jerome
Wolff, president of another
Baltimore County consult-
ing engineering firm, have
been given limited immu- .
nity by the investigators in
return for there cooperation
in the probe, sources have
said. Matz and a number of
other Maryland business-
men reportedly have told

the federal prosecutors that
they personally have turned
over money to Agnew in re- ;
turn for work. :

Meanwhile, in Annapolis
today, the majority leader
of the Maryland. Senate;
George Snyder (D-Western
Maryland), said that..two
young engineers have told
him that they were unable
to get.state contracts with-..
out seeing two of Gov. Mar-
vin Mandel’s close friends
and political fund raisers. :

- “They (the engineers).told .
me they understood how the -
game is played. and that

they were willing to make..
political contributions,” Sny-
der said. . L

Snyder, who refused to.di-
vulge the names of the engi-
neers, said there was no ac-
tion by the state after the
two men had written . to
Transportation Secretary
Harry R. Hughes requesting
to be considered for state
consulting engineering con-
tracts. Snyder said the two
engineers told him that they
had learned they would
have to see W. Dale Hess. ~
and Harry W. Rodgers III,
both friends of the gover-
nor, before they were
-granted state contracts.

Hess, a former majority
leader- of the Maryland
House of Delegates and
Rodgers = are officials of-
Tidewater Insurance Co.
The firm owns Zollman As-
sociates, one of the engi-
neering firms whose records
have been subpoenaed by
federal prosecutors investi-
gating political corruption
in Maryland. .

Hess denied . Snyder’s
charge, as did Frank A. De-
Filippo, Mandel’s. press sec-
retary. Rodgers was not
available for comment.

Snyder and Mandel have
been open foes for more
than a year, beginning with
the governor's decision last
summer not to support Sny-
der’s bid to become presi-
dent of the Senate. Since

, then, Snyder has freely eriti-
gineering, architectural and '

cized -Mandel and once  be-
fore had alleged that politi-
cal contributions were neec-
essary to. win state con-
tracts.



