MA‘GRUDEB Fr rom Al

“I feel as good as you can
under the circumstances,” he
said. “I feel comfortable .

Judge Sirica said he would
wif}lhold sentence until”.com-
pletion of any other trials in
which Magruder’s testlmony is
needed
- “Neal suggested to newsmen
) that indictment. of Magruder’s
unnamed” co-conspirators are
st111 a long way off. He indi-
) cated that Watergate Speclal
] Prosecutor Archibald . . Cox
| wants first to obtain President

N1\xon s tape recordings of his

| conversations with  White

. House aides about the Wq,ter-‘
i gate scandal. (

] E1ther with or w1thout§'the
. tapes, Neal added, “I'm not'
i pre‘p,ared to go to tr1al now.”

. "Magruder was the second to
: plead guilty in the cover-up
following high-ranking Nixon
campaign_ strategist Fredenck
. C. LaRue, who admitted: hi

) on June 27.
. 'Neal said he didn’t
. “Whether we’ll have any’

broke into a grin and added,
; wIthout naming anyone, that
. “I¢an think of one I'd hke to
(come in).”

“If youre going to have a
truﬂ you've got to have wit-
nesses,” the prosecutor said in
denymg that Magruder was
' getting off hghtly He empha-
, sized that Magruder has been
cooperating with government
prosecutors since Apr11 Even
so, Neal said:

“He didn’t try to escape
punishment . .. The judge can
give him up to five years. I

. easy.”

Tanned from his trip to Eu-
rope, the boyish-faced Magru-
der returned from Germany in
. an apparent rush at 11:30 a.m.
yesterday, 90 minutes late’ for
an initially scheduled appear-
ance before Judge Sirica. His
lawyers won a postponement
| until 2:30 p.m: as a result ol

Waiving grand jury 1nd1ct—y
ment, Magruder admitted, ly-
ing to the.FBI last July a out !
the Watergate break-in: “and
| perjuring himself before the
. Watergate grand jury on Aug.
10, 1872, and again on Sept. 12!

He said he also gave “false,
deceptive and misleading testi-
mony,” Jan. 23 at the trial of

Hunt Jr,,
men’"t-qrigina]ly indicted in the
June 17, 1972, burglary and

_ bugging” dt the Democratic
. Party’s national headqarters
‘at the Watergate here.

* Liddy’s-espionage plans, which
d

comp11c1tv before Judge Slrlca !

or; who they might be,” then ‘

don’t consider that gettlng ‘off i

G. Gordon Liddy,'E. Howard |
and the five other |

Since . then, Magruder,

Watergate committee,

‘proved ‘a $250,000 version of

included the bugging.
‘Mitghell has

ble lie.}

Magruder also testified that |
former White House aide Gor- i
‘don Strachan, who served as |
n between the White |

Ho%se and the Committee for
the VR
dent, was kept informed of the |
bugglng plans and was shown
some of the results of the Spy-

in|.
testimony before the Senate
has|;
sworn *that former Attorney
General John N. Mitchell ap-|

: denied the -
charge as a “palpable, damna-|

-election of the Presi-|

work. Magruder ‘said he
assumed that Stra}chan passed
the information on'to his boss,’
former White House chidf.-pf

‘staff H. R. (Bob) Haldeman, |

#They ainst Magru-
der. - § su?nﬁ?et‘ilKl to “Judge
Sirica as pOI‘thl’lS of a single,
long-run conspiracy that Neal
said simply changed its illicit
objectives from political espio-
nage to obstruction of justice.

The.information against Ma-
gruder, who quit a high-rank-
ing post at the Commerce De-
partment after publication of
news. §tories linking him to
the scandal, listed .15 overt
acts in furtherance of the con-
splracy, including:

® Delivery on April 12, 1972,
of $65,000 in cash to con\ucted
Watergate burglar James Me-
Cord “by one of the co-con-
» spirators . for the purpose
of purchasmg equipment” for
, the bugging and break-in.

® Magruder’s removal of
summaries “of unlawfully in-
tercegi?ed telephone conversa-
tions” from a Washington of-
fice on June 19, 1972, two days
after;the 1n1t1a1 arrests.

® Magruders attendance at
meetings in the offices of the
Committee for the Re-election’
of the President both on Aug.
16, 1972 and on Sept. 12, 1972,
where his testlmony at upcom-
ing grand jury appearances

was \ddiscussed and “de-
veloped.”
None of the particulars

dealt with the pressures that
past and present CIA officials
have reported getting from
*top White House aides as part
tof- an effort to involve that
tagency in the cover-up.
‘President Nixon said in his
May 22 Watergate statement
that he “specifically in-
structed” both Haldeman and

testimony

former presidential adviser
John D. Ehrlichman to ensure
that the FBI did not expose-an
“unrelated” CIA investigation
or any covert “national secu-
rity” activities of a special
presidential investigating
team called the Plumbers — a
team that included both Liddy
and Hunt.

Mr. Nixon maintained- at the
same time, however, that “it
was certainly not my intent,
nor my wish, that the investi-
gation of the Watergate break-
in or of related acts be im-

peded in any way.” Haldeman .

and Ehrlichman have  both

contended that their contacts,.

with the CIA were carrxed out
in that vein.

In other action vesterday,
William O. Bittman, a Water-
gate defense attorney who,
says, was paid
thousands of dollars in a clan-
destine cash drop, wit@drew
as the lawyer for corivicted

Judge Sirica 1mposed no do-
mestic travel restrlctwns on
Magruder, since he 1% now
running a marketing consult-
ant agency, Metropolitan Re-
search Service, with business
that he said requires him to
go to virtually every c1t‘y in
the country.

Prosecutor Neal, howeyer
voiced some concern to report-
ers about Magruder’s lectur-
ing plans.

“He can talk
Redskins,” Neal suggested, but
“I could not, expect Mr. Ma-
gruder ‘to talk about matters
that are important to us . . .
about Watergate.”

about the,




Jeb Magrﬁdéii,’

& ) 'United Press Iﬂternational
left, and “his attorney, James J. Bier-
bower, leave federal court after Magruder’s guilty plea.

~




