
G
4
 

W
XPost 

T
hursday, A

ug. 14, 1973 
T

H
E

 W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 P

O
S

T
 

A
U

G
 1 6 15/3 

W
orld R

eaction
 to N

ixon
's T

apin
g Is D

ivided 
C

hristian S
cience M

onitor 
W

ill heads of governm
ent 

w
h
o
 v

isit th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se 

w
e
ig

h
 th

e
ir w

o
rd

s m
o
re

 
carefu

lly
 sin

ce th
e d

isclo
-

su
re at th

e S
en

ate W
ater-

gate hearings that P
resident 

N
ixon has been taping con-

versations since early 1971? 
U

n
o
fficial fo

reig
n
 reac-

tions have ranged from
 non-

c
h
a
la

n
t a

c
c
e
p
ta

n
c
e
 to

 
shocked distaste and disap-
pointm

ent. 
W

h
en

 th
e n

ex
t fo

reig
n
 

d
ig

n
itary

 v
isits P

resid
en

t 
N

ixon, joked 
a W

est G
er-

m
an official, he should take 

h
is o

w
n
 p

o
rtab

le "F
arad

ay
 

cage," set it up on the W
hite 

H
o
u
se law

n
, an

d
 in

v
ite th

e 
P

resid
en

t in
 fo

r a p
riv

ate 
talk. 

A
 F

araday cage is a sm
all, 

m
etal-w

alled room
 im

m
une 

to bugging from
 outside be-

cau
se o

f an
 electric cu

rren
t 

running through the w
alls. 

D
esp

ite h
is effo

rt to
 b

e 
hum

orous, this official, like 
m

any other W
est G

erm
ans, 

w
as sh

o
ck

ed
 at th

e n
ew

s 
that M

r. N
ixon had his con-

v
e
rsa

tio
n
s in

 th
e
 W

h
ite

 
H

ouse secretly recorded. 

"It is som
ething that you 

w
o
u
ld

 ex
p
ect to

 h
ap

p
en

 in
 

M
oscow

," he noted. 
T

h
e W

est G
erm

an
 p

ress 
has strongly condem

ned the 
bugging. 

C
om

m
enting on the "w

all 
spies," the conservative and 
respected F

rankfurter A
llge-

m
gine stated: 
"A

ll A
m

ericans and all for-
eigners W

ho in recent years 
b
eliev

ed
 th

ey
 h

ad
 a co

n
fi-

dential talk w
ith the m

aster 
o
f th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se m

u
st 

now
 feel duped." 

"T
h
is," th

e p
ap

er ad
d
ed

, 
"w

ill im
p
air th

e rep
u
tatio

n
 

of U
.S

. w
orld pow

er and its 
suprem

e office." 
C

a
n
a
d
ia

n
 re

a
c
tio

n
 h

a
s 

b
een

 o
n
e o

f p
ro

fo
u
n
d
 d

is-
taste, b

u
t n

o
t 

of  sh
o
ck

 o
r 

surprise. 
P

rim
e M

in
ister P

ierre E
l-

liott T
rudeau has decided-:- 

at least in
 p

u
b
lic—

to
 p

lay
 

dow
n the m

atter. 
In

 resp
o
n
se to

 q
u
estio

n
s 

in
 th

e H
o
u
se o

f C
o
m

m
o
n
s, 

T
ru

d
eau

 said
 th

at h
e "h

ad
 

no know
ledge then and none 

n
o
w

" th
at h

is p
riv

ate talk
s 

w
ith M

r. N
ixon in W

ashing- 

to
n
 in

 1
9
7
1
 w

ere reco
rd

ed
. 

H
e said

 h
e w

o
u
ld

 co
n
tin

u
e 

to assum
e that such conver-

sa
tio

n
s "a

re
 p

riv
a
te

 a
n
d
 

privileged." 
T

h
e
 to

n
e
 o

f C
a
n
a
d
ia

n
 

p
ress co

m
m

en
t h

as b
een

 
m

ore snide than shocked. 
T

h
e. T

o
ro

n
to

 S
tar, C

an
a-

d
a
's la

rg
e
st n

e
w

sp
a
p
e
r, 

com
m

ented: 
"L

et not history fail to re-
cord that the bugging in the 
O

val O
ffice could have been 

ordered by only one person 
—

the m
an w

ho had sw
orn to 

safeg
u
ard

 th
e law

s o
f th

e 
lan

d
, th

e u
p
h
o
ld

er o
f th

e 
C

o
n
stitu

tio
n
, th

e g
u
ard

ian
 

of civil rights, the P
resident 

of the U
nited S

tates." 
S

o
v
iet m

ed
ia h

av
e m

ain
-

tained silence over the bug-
g
in

g
 d

isclo
su

res—
an

d
 n

o
 

one could be found in M
os-

cow
 w

ho w
ould com

m
ent. 

F
oreigners living in M

os-
cow

, how
ever, frequently ex-

p
ress th

e b
elief th

at th
eir 

o
ffic

e
s, a

p
a
rtm

e
n
ts a

n
d
 

phones are bugged. 
T

h
e fact th

at all h
is co

n
-

v
ersatio

n
s w

ith
 P

resid
en

t 
N

ix
o
n
 in

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se 

last F
eb

ru
ary

, an
d
 earlier, 

w
e
re

 ta
p
e
-re

c
o
rd

e
d
 h

a
s 

com
e as a com

plete surprise 
to

 B
ritish

 P
rim

e M
in

ister 
E

dw
ard H

eath. 
S

o
u
rces clo

se to
 h

im
 say

 
h
e is n

o
t p

articu
larly

 w
o
r-

ried now
 that he does know

 
unofficially. 

In
 D

o
w

n
in

g
 S

treet so
m

e 
telep

h
o
n
e calls m

ay
 b

e re-
corded for security reasons. 
B

u
t w

h
en

 o
fficial v

isito
rs 

com
e to N

o. 10 for confiden-
tial talk

s n
o
 reco

rd
in

g
s are 

m
ade. 
S

ir B
u
rk

e T
ren

d
, C

ab
in

et 
secretary

, m
ay

 tak
e n

o
tes 

w
h
ich

 are later tran
scrib

ed
 

into a w
ritten report, w

hich 
is filed for future reference. 

A
m

o
n
g
 A

ra
b
 h

e
a
d
s o

f 
state, K

ings H
ussein of Jor-

dan and F
aisal of S

audi A
ra-

b
ia h

av
e v

isited
 th

e W
h
ite 

H
o
u
se sin

ce th
e b

u
g
g
in

g
 

w
as rep

o
rted

ly
 b

eg
u
n
 b

y
 

P
resid

en
t N

ix
o
n
. N

eith
er 

had any reaction. 
T

h
e
 d

isc
lo

su
re

 m
ig

h
t 

p
ro

d
u
c
e
 m

o
re

 sh
o
c
k
 in

 
S

audi A
rabia than elsew

here. 
H

o
sp

itality
 an

d
 th

e im
m

u
-

nity of the guest, w
hether or 

n
o
t h

e is a clo
se frien

d
, are 

so
lid

 an
d
 sacred

 trad
itio

n
s  

in
 th

e o
ld

er an
d
 m

o
re co

n
-

S
ervative A

rab societies. 
A

 guest being received by 
a m

onarch w
ould likely not 

be taped. It is A
rab custom

, 
if a reco

rd
 o

f an
 au

d
ien

ce, 
co

n
feren

ce, o
r in

terv
iew

 is 
w

an
ted

, fo
r a secretary

 o
r 

an aide to take notes openly. 
A

t the U
nited N

ations, se-
c
re

c
y
 is a

 d
ip

lo
m

a
tic

 a
rt 

th
at rep

resen
tativ

es o
f fo

r- 
eig

n
 co

u
n
tries ch

erish
. B

u
t 

few
 h

av
e an

y
 illu

sio
n
s th

at 
secrecy is alw

ays respected. 
T

his perhaps explains the 
degree of cynical acceptance 
am

ong U
.N

. diplom
ats of the 

taping 
of  co

n
v
ersatio

n
s at 

the W
hite H

eim
, 

W
as h

e su
rp

rised
 ab

o
u
t 

these disclosures, a S
eandi-

navian diplom
at at the V

.N
, 

w
as asked. 
"N

o
, n

o
t really

," h
e rep

-
lied. "I expect it. M

aybe be-
cau

se I h
av

e liv
ed

 in
 M

o
s-

cow
 and feel, as a foreigner, 

w
as lik

ely
 to

 b
e reco

rd
ed

. 
I w

on't say I enjoy it, but in 
th

e O
rw

ellian
 ty

p
e o

f so
ci-

ety w
e are entering w

e m
ay 

reg
ret it, b

u
t it is th

e w
ay  it 

is.,, A
s w

id
e
sp

re
a
d
 4

4
 th

e
  

p
ractice m

ay
 b

e, d
ip

lo
m

ats 
w

ere ag
reed

 th
at all p

arties 
sh

o
u
ld

 at least b
e ap

p
rised

 
o
f b

ein
g
 tap

ed
 b

efo
re co

n
-

sultations or private conver-
sations began. 

D
oes U

.N
. S

ecretary-G
en-

eral K
urt W

aldheim
 tape-re-

c
o
rd

 c
o
n
v
e
rsa

tio
n
s w

ith
 

g
u
e
sts to

 h
is 3

8
th

-flo
o
r 

O
ffice? 
"C

ertainly not," cam
e the 

fro
sty

 an
sw

er fro
m

 U
.N

. 
spokesm

an W
illiam

 C
. P

ow
-

ell. O
n
e d

eleg
ate su

g
g
ested

 
th

e
 p

re
ss m

ig
h
t b

e
 o

v
e
r-

reapting. 
"E

verybody know
s one is 

on record anyw
ay. O

n a deli-
cate p

o
in

t I w
o
n
d
er if th

e 
choice of w

ords used w
ould 

be influenced by any record-
ing of that kind." 

T
h
e real d

an
g
er as d

ip
lo

-
m

ats saw
 

it 
w

as th
at th

e 
forthrightness that m

ight ac-
co

m
p
an

y
 a "b

etw
een

 o
u
r-

selves" session now
 m

ay be 
d
rastically

 d
im

in
ish

ed
 an

d
 

th
e co

n
fid

en
ce an

d
 tru

st so
 

essential In diplom
acy be re-

p
laced

 b
y
 a m

o
re fo

rm
al 

and cautions approach. 


